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PREFACE 




ODOBERT CALEF was a merchant 
in Bofton, and died in 1720. 
His " More Wonders of the In- 
vifible World " was firft publifhed 
in London, in a fmall quarto volume, in 1700, 
and reprinted at Salem in 1796 and in 1823; 
another edition was issued in Boston in 1828. 
It is thought by (ome, that it was publifhed 
in England on account of the unwillingnefe 
of publifhers in Bofton to incur the wrath of 
the Mathers. But this is doubtful, as it was 
a common thing for authors to fend over 
their manufcripts to England to be publifhed. 
Cotton Mather, in his diary, — alluding to the 
publifhing of Calefs "More Wonders of the 
Invifible Worid," — fays : " He fent this vile 
volume to London to be publifhed, and the 
book is printed, and the impreffion is this 



._ ^ , V,. Lw viiiiy inc, and r( 
s incapable to glorify the Lord Jefus C 
thefe are publifhed. I fet myfelf to 1 
\ myfelf before the Lord under thefe 1 
ng and wondrous diipenfations, and ol 
; pardon of my fins, that have rendered 
rthy of fuch di(pen(ations." Dr. Elliot 
ms us that Dr. Increafe Mather — who 
n prefident of Harvard College — ordi 
wicked book of Calef to be burnt in 
lege-yard, and that "It is worthy of ol 
ion, that Hutchinfon — who was ne 
ted to the Mather family — fpeaks of 
•f as a man of a fair mind, who fub(i 
!d his fads." 



THE EPISTLE TO THE READER, 



AND MORE ESPECIALLY TO THE NOBLE BARONS OF 
THIS AGE, WHEREVER RESIDING. 

GENTLEMEN, 

OU, that are freed from the flavery 
of a corrupt education; and that, 
in fpite of human precepts, exam- 



b^MS 



pie, and precedents, can hearken to 
the didlates of (cripture and reafon ; 
for your fakes I am content that thefe collec- 
tions of mine, as alfo my fentiments, fhould be 
expofed to public view; in hopes that, having 
well confidered and compared them with (crip- 
ture, you will fee reafon, as I do, to queftion a 
belief fo prevalent as that here treated of, as alfo 
the praftice flowing from thence ; they (landing 
as nearly connected as caufe and efFeft ; it being 
found wholly impradlicable to extirpate the lat- 
ter, without firft curing the former. And if the 
buffoon or fatirical will be exercifing their tal- 
ents, or if the bigots wilfully and blindly rejed 
the teftimonies of their own reafon, and more 



n, I fhall not mifs my aim. But if you fii 
:ontrary, and that my belief herein is ai 
heterodox, I fhall be thankful for the i 
ation to any learned or reverend perfon, 
-s, that fhall take that pains to inform r 
r, by fcripture or found reafon; which 
: I have been long feeking for, in this cou 
in vain. 

I a time when not only England in partic 

but almoft all Europe, had been labour! 

nft the ufurpations of tyranny and flave 

Englifh America has not been behind in 

e of the common calamities; more efj 

y. New England has met not only with fu 

mities as are common to the reft, but w 

ral aggravations enhancing fuch affliftio 

he devaftations and cruelties of the barb 

Indians in their eaftern borders, &c. 1 

is not all ; they have been haraft (on tnt 

)unts) by a more dreadful enemy, as > 

Mn aooear to the confiderate. 



TO THE READER. VII 

(even without a metaphor) was making a horrid 
and hellifh ftench in our noftrils;" and, '•that 
the devil, exhibiting himfelf ordinarily as a black 
man, had decoyed a fearful knot of proud, fro- 
ward, ignorant, envious and malicious creatures, 
to lift themfelves in his horrid fervice, by enter- 
ing their names in a book tendered unto them ; 
and that they have had their meetings and facra- 
ments, and aflbciated themfelves to deftroy the 
kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chrift, in thefe 
parts of the world ; having each of them their 
fpeftres, or devils, commiffioned by them, and 
reprefenting of them to be the engines of their 
malice, by thefe wicked (pecftres feizing poor 
people about the country, with various and 
bloody torments, and of thofe evidently preter- 
natural torments fome have died ; and that they 
have bewitched fome even fo far as to make them 
felf-deftroyers, and others in many towns here 
and there languifhed under their evil hands — 
the people, thus afflicfted, miferably fcratched 
and bitten ; and that the fame invifible furies 
did ftick pins in them, and fcald them, diftort 
and difjoint them, with a thoufand other plagues; 
and fometimes drag them out of their chambers, 
and carry them over trees and hills, miles to- 
gether, many of them being tempted to fign the 
devil's laws " — " thofe furies, whereof feveral 
have killed more people perhaps than would 



ter be, as others do underftanci it, that t 
1 has been too hard for us by his temp 
s, fignSy and lying wonders, with the help 
licious notions, formerly imbibed and p 
jd ; together with the accufations of a par 
poflefTed, diftraded or lying wenches,* 
ng their innocent neighbours, pretend! 
^ fee their ipeftres, i. e. devils in their li 
;, afflifting of them ; and that God in rig 
s judgment (after men had afcribed his po\ 
witches, of commiflioning devils to do th 
igs) may have given them over to ftrong 
ons to believe lies, &c., and to let loofe 
lis of envy, hatred, pride, cruelty and ma) 
inft each other, yet ftill difguifed under 
flc of zeal for God, and left them to 
nding one another with the odious name 
ch ; and upon the accufation of thofe ab 
ntioned, brother to accufe and profec 
>ther, children their parents, paftors 
chers their immediate flock, unto dea 



TO THE READER. IX 

noife purfuing to, and infulting over the (true) 
fufferers at, execution ; while fome are fleeing 
from that called juftice, juftice itfelf fleeing before 
fuch accufations, when once it did but begin to 
refrain further proceedings; and, to queftion 
fuch pradlices, fome making their efcape out of 
prifons, rather than by an obftinate defence of 
their innocency to run fo apparent hazard of 
their lives; eftates feized, families of children 
and others left to the mercy of the wildernefe 
(not to mention here the numbers profcribed, 
dead in prifons or executed, &c.) — All which 
tragedies, though begun in one town, or rather 
by one parifti, has plague-like fpread more than 
through that country, and by its echo giving a 
brand of infemy to this whole country through- 
out the world : — If this were the miferable cafe 
of this country in the time thereof, and that the 
devil had fo far prevailed upon us, in our fenti- 
ments and adlions, as to draw us from fo much 
as looking into the fcriptures for our guidance 
in thefe pretended intricacies ; leading us to a 
trufting in blind guides, fuch as the corrupt 
pradlices of fome other countries, or the bloody 
experiments of Bodin,* and fuch other authors ; 
— then, though our cafe be moft miferable, yet 



* John Bodin was a Frenchman, and the author of *' Demono- 
mania.** Dr. Harfenet, Archbifhop of York, informs us ** that 
his Brain was the Theatre and Sport- Houfe for the Devils to dance 



ade a compad by explicit covenant with 
:vil, having thereby obtained a power to ( 
iffion him,) have been the caufe of our i 
ts; or whether a zeal, governed by blinc 
id paflion and led by precedent, has not h< 
ecipitated us into for greater wickednefs 
>t witchcrafts) than any have yet been pn 
;ainft thofe that fufFered : — to be able to 
iguifh aright in this matter, to which of l 
ro to refer our miferies, is the defign of 
efent work. 

As to the former, I know of no fober i 
uch lefs reverend chriftian, that, being aj 
ires affirm, and abide by it, that witches '. 
at power, viz. to commiffion devils to kill 
iftroy; and as to the latter, it were we 
ere were not too much of truth in it, w 
mains to be demonftrated. 

That he believed that a Witch, by Ointment and CI 
y transform herfelf into the fhape of any Bead, Bird or F 
id that Bodin relates a ftory of an Egg, which a Witch f 



TO THE READER. XI 

/ 

But here it will be faid, What need of raking 
in the coals that lay buried in oblivion ? We 
cannot recal thofe to life again, that have fuf- 
fered, fuppofing it were unjuftly; it tends but 
to the expofing the aAors, as if they had pro- 
ceeded irregularly. 

Truly I take this to be juft as the devil would 
have it, fo much to fear difobliging men, as not 
to endeavour to deteft his wiles, that fo he may 
the (boner, and with the greater advantages, fet 
the fame on foot again (either here or elfewhere), 
fo dragging us through the pond twice by the 
feme cat. And, if reports do not herein deceive 
us, much the fame has been ading this prefent 
year in Scotland. And what kingdom or coun- 
try is it, that has not had their bloody fits and 
turns at it? And if this is fuch a catching 
difeafe and fo univerfal, I prefume I need make 
no apology for my endeavours to prevent, as far 
as in my power, any more fuch bloody viftims 
or facrifices; though indeed I had rather any 
other would have undertaken fo ofFenfive, though 
neceflary, a tafk ; yet, all things weighed, I had 
rather thus expofe myfelf to cenfure, thnn that it 
fhould be wholly omitted. Were the notions in 
queflion innocent and harmlefs, refpefting the 
glory of God, and well-being of men, I fhould 
not have engaged in them ; but finding them, 
in my efleem, fo intolerably deftrudlive of both. 



Xll 



THE EPISTLE 



this, together with my being by warrant called 
before the jufticesj in my own Juft vindication I 
took it to be a call from God, to my power^ to 
vindicate his truths, againft the pagan and popifh 
aflertions which are fo prevalent ; for though 
chrillians in general do own the fcriptures to be 
theif only rule of faith and do(5trine, yet thefe 
notions will tell us, that the fcriptures have not 
fufficiently» nor at all defcribed the crime of 
witchcraft, whereby the culpable might be de- 
tedted, though it be pofitive in the command to 
punifh it by death ; hence the world has been 
from time to time perplexed, in tlie proiecution 



TO THE READER. Xlll 

Alfo it is generally believed, that if any man 
has ftrength, it is from God the Almighty Being: 
but thefe notions will tell us, that the devil can 
make one man as ftrong as many; which was 
one of the beft proofs, as it was counted, againft 
Mr. Burroughs the minifter; though his con- 
temporaries in the fchools, during his minority, 
could have teftified, that his ftrength was then as 
much fuperior to theirs as ever (fetting afide in- 
credible romances) it was difcovered to be fince : 
thus rendering the power of God, and his provi- 
dence, of none efFeft. 

Thefe are fome of the deftrudlive notions of 
this age ; and however the aflerters of them 
feem fometimes to value themfelves much upon 
fheltering their neighbours from fpedral accu- 
fations, they may deferve as much thanks as 
that tyrant, that, having induftrioufly obtained 
an unintelligible charge againft his fubjedls, in 
matters wherein it was impoflible they ftiould 
be guilty, having thereby their lives in his 
power, yet fuffers them of his mere grace to 
live, and will be called gracious lord. 

It were too Icarian a tafk for one, unfurniftied 
with neceflary learning, and library, to give any 
juft account from whence fo great delufions 
have fprung, and fo long continued. Yet, as an 
effiy from thofe (braps of reading that I have 
had opportunity of, it will be no great venture 



he lecond century, that he was betore hiii 
erfion a great philofopher ; firft in the w 
be ftoicks, and after, of the peripateticks, 
hat of the pythagorean, and after that c 
»latonift, feds ; and after all proved of en 
fe in the church of Chrift ; yet a certain a 
peaking of one Apollonius Tyaneus, has 
/^ords : " That the mod orthodox them 
►egan to deem him vefted with power fufl 
31 a deity ; which occasioned that fo ftra 
loubt from Juftin Martyr, as cited by the ie 
Gregory, fol. 37: If God be the creato 
Drd of the world, how comes it to paC 
LpoUonius his telifms have fo much over 
lie courfe of things ? for we fee that the 
ave ftilled the waves of the fea, and the r 
f the winds, and prevailed againft the no 
ies, and incurfions of wild beads, &c." 
minent and early a chriftian were by thefc 
lews in fuch doubt, it is the lefs wonder, i 
epraved times, to meet with what is equi^ 



TO THE READER. XV 

the goipel, and fo by degrees turned from chrit 
tianity to heathenifm." 

This fame Julian did, when apoftate, forbid 
that chriftians fhouid be inftrudted in the difci- 
pline of the gentiles ; which, it fecms, Socrates, 
a writer of the ecclefiaftical hiftory, does ac- 
knowledge to be by the Angular providence of 
God ; chriftians having then begun to degenerate 
from the gofpel, and to betake themfelves to 
heathenifh learning. And in the Mercury for 
the month of February, 1695, there is this ac- 
count, " That the chriftian doftors, converfing 
much with the writings of the heathen, for the 
gaining of eloquence, a council was held at Car- 
thage, which forbad the reading of the books of 
the gentiles." 

From all which it may be eafily perceived, 
that in the primitive times of chriftianity, when 
not only many heathen of the vulgar, but alfo 
many learned men and philofophers, had em- 
braced the chriftian feith, they ftill retained a 
love to their heathen learning; which, as one 
obferves, being tranfplanted into a chriftian foil, 
foon proved produftive of pernicious weeds, 
which overran the face of the church ; hence 
it was fo deformed, as the reformation found 
it 

Among other pernicious weeds arifing from 
this root, the doftrine of the power of devils. 



J _- p.-.,^-. .^ ^ ^.. y^... 

"e to this day) in the fchools, have not on 
educed, but eftabUfhed, fuch do<5lrines, t< 
oifbning the chriftian world. A certain a 
cprcfles it thus : "That as the chriftian fc 
: firft brought men from heathenifm tc 
afpel, fo thefe fchools carry men from th( 
el to heathenifm, as to their great perfe<5l 
nd Mr. I. M. in his Remarkable Provid 
ives an account, that (as he calls it) ai 
>unci] did anathematize all thofe that bel 
ich power of the devils, accounting it a da 
le doftrine. But as other evils did afters 
icreafe in the church (partly by fuch educa 
this infenfibly grew up with them, thougl 
► that degree as that any council, I have 
^ard or read of, has to this day taken off 
lathemas ; yet after this the church fo fa 
ined that witchcraft became a principal ec 
tical engine (as alfo that of herefy was) to 
) all that flood in their way ; and befide 
ays of trial that we have ftill in praftice. 



TO THE READER. XVll 

which that Scarlet Whore has to anfwer for, 
(hed under this notion, how amazing is it ! 

The firft in England, that I have read of, of 
any note, fince the reformation, that aflerts this 
doArine, is the famous Mr. Perkins : he, as alfo 
Mr. Gaul, Mr. Bernard, &c. feem all of them to 
have undertaken one ta(k ; taking notice of the 
multiplicity of irregular ways to try them by, 
invented by heathen and papifts, they made it 
their bufinefs, and main work, herein to oppofe 
fuch as they faw to be pernicious. And if they 
did not look more narrowly into it, but followed 
the firft, viz. Mr. Perkins, whofe education (as 
theirs alfo) had foreftalled him into fuch belief, 
whom they readily followed, it cannot be won- 
dered at. And that they were men liable to 
err, and fo not to be trufted to as perfedl guides, 
will manifeftly appear to him that (hall fee their 
feveral receipts laid down to deteft them, by 
their prefumptive and pofitive ones ; and con- 
fider how few of either have any foundation in 
fcripture, or reafon; and how vaftly they differ 
from each other in both; each having his art 
by himfelf, which forty or an hundred more 
may as well imitate, and give theirs, ad infinitum^ 
being without all manner of proof But though 
this be their main defign, to take off people 
from thofe evil and bloody ways of trial, which 
they {peak fo much againft; yet this does not 
2 



lUL it icvciciiu pciiuii luib liiKi liiiciy iicrc, 
fe fhall we detecfl witches ? And anc 
*ing urged to prove by fcripture fuch a 
f witch as has power to fend devils tc 
icn, replied, that he did as firmly believe 
ly article of his faith; and that he (th 
iiirer) did not go to the fcriptures to lean 
tyfterics of his trade or art What ca 
id more to eftablifti their heathenifh no 
id to vilify the fcriptures, our only rule ? 
lat, after we have feen fuch dire effefts th< 
\ has threatened the utter extirpation oi 
hole country. 

And as to moft of the aftors in thefe t 
ies, though they are fo far from defending 
aions, that they will readily own that u 
eps have been taken, &c. yet it feems 
loofe that the fame fhould be a<fted over a 
iforced by their example, rather than it fl 
imain as a warning to pofterity, as herein 
ive mift it. So far are they from giving j 



TO THE READER. XIX 

charity, and to view) againft as virtuous and re- 
ligious as any they have left behind them in this 
country, which have fufFered as evil doers (with 
the utmoft extent of rigour, not that fo high a 
charafter is due to all that fufFered) and this by 
the teftimony of vile varlets,* as not only were 
known before, but have been further apparent 
fince, by their manifeft lives, whoredoms, inceft, 
&c. The accufations of thefe, from their fpec- 
tral fight, being the chief evidence againft thofe 
that fufFered ; in which accufations they were 
upheld by both magiflrates and minifters, fo 
long as they apprehended themfelves in no 
danger. 

And then, though they could defend neither 
the doftrine nor the pradice, yet none of them 
have, in fuch a public manner as the cafe re- 
quires, teftified againfl either; though at the 
fame time they could not but be fenfible what 
a flain and lafling infamy they have brought 
upon the whole country, to the endangering the 
future welfare not only of this but of other 
places, induced by their example ; if not to an 
entailing the guilt of all the righteous blood that 
has been by the fame means fhed, by heathen or 

• In the A61 to rcvcrfe the Attainders of Geo. Burroughs, paflfed 
in 17 1 1, it is (aid *Mhat fome of the principal accufers and wit- 
neflfes in the dark and fevere profecutions of 1692, have fince difcov- 
ered themfelves to be perfons of profligate and vicious converfation/* 



> a natural effedl thereof, to the great in 
f atheifm. 

I fhall conclude, only with acquaintin 
iader, that of thefe coUeftions, the firft, 
lining More Wonders of the Invifible W 

* The Proceedings of the Maflfachufetts Hiftorical So< 
eir I ft vol., page 288, inform us that '' Calef was fiirnid 
aterials for his work by Mr. Brattle of Cambridge and his 
Bofton, and other gentlemen who were oppofed to the Sai 
edings.'* That the judges fought the advice and counten 
e leading miniAers we have fufllicient proof; alfo that the 
d examining magiftrates, John Ilathorne and Jonathan < 
hen faltering in their courfe at the multiplicity of the coi 
>m diftrefled perfons, occafioned by fuppofed witchcrai 
leered on in their profecutions by receiving fuch letters ( 
endation from the principal inhabitants of Salem Villag< 
Uowing : — 

Thefe to the Honer 
athome and Jonathan Corwin Efquires — 

Lieuing at Salem prefent 

Salem Village this 

April 16 

fuch Honered — After mod humble and hearty thanks pre( 

)ur Honrs. for the great care and paines you have already t; 



TO THE READER. XXI 

I received of a gentleman, who had it of the 
author, and communicated it to ufe, with his 
exprefe confent, of which this is a true copy. 
As to the letters, they are, for fubftance, the 
fame I fent, though with fome fmall variation, 
or addition. Touching the two letters from a 
gentleman, at his requeft I have forborn naming 
him. It is great pity that the matters of fadl, 
and indeed the whole, had not been done by 
fome abler hand, better accompliftied, and with 
the advantages of both natural and acquired 
judgment; but others not appearing, I have 
enforced myfelf to do what is done ; my other 
occafions will not admit any further fcrutiny 
therein. R. C. 

Auguft II, 1697. 

day but every hour ; thought it our duty to Inform your Honors of 
that we conceive you have not heard, which are high and dreadful, 
of a wheel within a wheel, at which our ears do tingle — Humbly 
craving continually your prayers and help in this dillrelTed cafe ; So 
praying Almighty God continually to prepare you, that you may 
be a terror to evil doers, and a praife to them that do well — We 
remain yours to ferve in what we are able 

Thomas Putnam — 

The author of the above letter is the worthy parifh cleric of 
Salem Village ; and what probably caufed his ears to tingle, was 
the fufpicion which began to be entertained againd George Bur- 
roughs, his former minifler, of being a wizard. Nine days 
after the date of his letter, April 30, 1692, Jonathan Walcott and 
Thomas Putnam made complaint againll Burroughs to the Salem 
magiftrates. 



PART I. 
ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS 

OF 

MARGARET RULE. 




SIR, 

NOW lay before you a very en- 
tertaining ftory — a ftory which 
relates yet more Wonders of the 
Invifible World — a ftory which 
tells the remarkable afflidlions and deliverance 
of one that had been prodigloufly handled by 
the Evil Angels. I was myfeif a daily eye- 
witnefe to a large part of tliefe occurrences, 
and there may be produced fcores of fubftan- 
tial witnefles to the moft of them ; yea, I 
know not of any one paflage of the ftory but 
what may be fufficiently attefted. I do not 



lereof would neither be pleafing to God 
tiul to men ; as alfo to give you, with 
bers of peculiar and obliging friends, a 
fome curiofities. And I hope this ape 
11 fervc to excufe me, if I mention, as 
ps I may, when I come to a tenth 
aph in my writing, fome things whi 
3uld have omitted in a farther publicati 
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ANOTHER BRAND 

PLUCKT OUT OF THE BURNING, 

OR 

MORE WONDERS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD. 




ECT. 1. Within thefe few years, 
there died in the fouthem parts, a 
chriflian Indian, who, notwithftand- 
ing fome of his Indian weaknefs, 
had fomething of a better charafter, 
of virtue and goodnefs, than many of our people 
can allow to moft of their countrymen, that pro- 
fefe the chriftian religion. He had been a zeal- 
ous preacher of the gofpel to his neighbourhood, 
and a fort of overfeer or officer, to whofe con- 
dudl was owing very much of what good order 
was maintained among thefe profelyted favages. 
This man, returning home from the funeral of 
his fon, was complimented by an Englifhman, 
exprefling forrow for his lofs. Now, though 
the Indians ufed upon the death of relations to 
be the moft paflionate and outrageous creatures 



kvui oi ^oci my ion couici not nave cliecl ; 
enow that the will of God is always ju 
^ood, and (o I am fatisiied. Immediate!} 
liis, even within a few hours, he fell h 
lick, of a difeafe that quickly killed him ; 
:imc of which difeafe, he called his folks 
lim, earneftly perfuading them to be fine 
iieir praying unto God, and to beware 
Irunkennefs, the idlenefs, the lying, wher< 
nany of that nation difgraced their pre 
>f chriftianity ; adding, that he was aft 
.vhen he thought how little fcrvice he hac 
irto done for God ; and, that if God woul 
ong his life, he would labour to do 
ervice ; but that he was fully fure he wj 
joing to the Lord Jefus Chrift, who had I 
lim with his precious blood ; and for hi 
le longed to die, that he might be with his 
)us Lord ; and, in the midft of fuch paflaj 
rave UO the e^hoft : bur in furh renntp th 
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that wonder, by telling that whereto this was 
intended but for an introdudlion. Know then, 
that this remarkable Indian being, a little before 
he died, at work in the wood, making of tar, 
there appeared unto him a black man, of a ter- 
rible afpeft, and more than human dimenfions, 
threatening bitterly to kill him, if he would not 
promife to leave off preaching, as he did, to his 
countrymen, and promife particularly, that if 
he preached any more, he would fay nothing 
of Jefus Chrift unto them. The Indian was 
amazed, yet had the courage to anfwer, I will, 
in (pite of you, go on to preach Chrift, more than 
ever I did ; and the God whom I ferve will keep 
me, that you fhall never hurt me. Hereupon 
the apparition, abating fomewhat of his fierce- 
nefs, offered to the Indian a book of a confiderable 
thicknefs, and a pen and ink, and faid, that if he 
would now fet his hand unto that book, he would 
require nothing further of him ; but the man re- 
fufed the motion with indignation, and fell down 
upon his knees into a fervent and pious prayer 
unto God, for help againft the tempter ; where- 
upon the demon vanifhed. 

This is a ftory which I would never have ten- 
dered unto my reader, if I had not received it 
from an honeft and ufeful Engliftiman, who is 
at this time a preacher of the gofpel to the In- 
dians; nor would the probable truth of it have 
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encouraged me to have tendered it, if this alfo 
liad not been a fit intraduftlon unto a yet further 
narrative. 

Sect. 2, It was not much above a year or 
two after this accident (of which no manner of 
noife has been made) that there was a pro- 
digious defcent of devils upon divers places near 
tlie centre of this province; wherein fome fcores 
of miferable people were troubled by horrible 
appearances of a black man, accompanied with 
fpetftres, wearing thefe and ttiofe human fhapes, 
who offered tlieui a book to be by them figned, 
in token of their being hfted for tJie fervice of 
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of the neighbourhood prefently fet themfelves 
to inquire, and relate all the little vanities of 
their childhood, with fuch unequal exaggera- 
tions, as to make them appear greater finners 
than any whom the pilot of hell has not yet 
preyed upon. But it is affirmed, that, for about 
half a year before her vifitation, (he was obferv- 
ably improved in the hopeful (ymptoms of a 
new creature; fhe was become ferioufly con- 
cerned for the everlafting (alvation of her foul, 
and careful to avoid the fnares of evil company. 
This young woman had never feen the afflidtions 
of Mercy Short, whereof a narrative has been 
already given ; and yet, about half a year after 
the glorious and fignal deliverance of that poor 
damfel, this Margaret fell into an affliftion, mar- 
vellous, refembling hers in almoft all the circum- 
ftances of it ; indeed the afflidlions were fo much 
alike, that the relation I have given of the one, 
would almoft ferve as the full hiftory of the 
other; this was to that little more than the 
fecond part of the fame tune; indeed Mar- 
garet's cafe was in feveral points lefs remarka- 
ble than Mercy's, and in fome other things the 
entertainment did a little vary. 

Sect. 3. It was upon the Lord's day, the 
loth of September, in the year 1693, that Mar- 
garet Rule, after fome hours of previous difturb- 
ance in the public affembly, fell into odd fits. 



ward enough to fufpedl the rife of this n 
in an houfe hard by, where lived a m 
woman, who had been formerly imprifo 
the fuipicion of witchcraft, and who h 
quently cured very painful hurts, by mi 
over them certain charms, which I (hall 
danger the poifoning of my reader by re| 
This woman had, the evening before Wi 
fell into her calamities, very bitterly 
her, and threatened her; but tlie ha2 
hurting a poor woman, that might be in 
notwithftanding furmifes that might ha\ 
more ftrongly grounded than thofe, cau 
pious people in the vicinity to try, 
whether inceflant fupplication to God 
might not procure a quicker and fafer 
the afflidled, than hafty profecution of a 
pofed criminal ; and accordingly that ui 
tionable courfe was all that was ever fol 
yea, which I looked on as a token for gc 

affli<9-pH familv w^as hr avprfp. as anv of 
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ftill with their feces covered, fo that fhe could 
never have a diftinguifhed view of the counte- 
nance of thofe whom fhe thought fhe knew; 
fhe was very careful of my reiterated charges, 
to forbear blazing their names, left any good 
perfon fhould come to fuffer any blaft of repu- 
tation, through the cunning malice of the great 
accufer; neverthelefs, having fince privately 
named them to myfelf, I will venture to fay 
this of them, that they are a fort of wretches, 
who for tliefe many years have gone under as 
violent prefumptions of witchcraft, as perhaps 
any creatures yet living upon earth ; although I 
am far from thinking that the vifions of this 
young woman were evidence enough to prove 
them fo. Thefe curfed (pedlres now brought 
unto her a book about a cubit long — a book 
red and thick, but not very broad ; and they 
demanded of her, that fhe would fet her hand to 
that book, or touch it at leaft with her hand, as 
a fign of her becoming a fervant of the devil. 
Upon her peremptory refufal to do what they 
afked, they did not after renew the proffers of 
the book unto her, but inftead thereof they fell 
to tormenting of her in a manner too hellifh to 
be fufiiciently defcribed — in thofe torments 
confining her to her bed for juft fix weeks 
together. 

Sect. 5. Sometimes, but not always, togeth- 



— a white, exactly or tne lame ciimeniio 
complexion and voice, with the devil tl 
exhibited himfelf unto other infefted peoj 
only in other parts of this country, but 
other countries, even of the European w< 
the relation of the enchantments there i 
us. They all profeft themfelves vaflals 
devil, and in obedience unto him they ad 
themfelves unto various ways of torturii 
Accordingly fhe was cruelly pinched with 
ble hands, very often in a day, and the 
and blue marks of the pinches became ii 
ately vifible unto the (landers by. Befid 
when her attendants had left her with 
much as one pin about her, that fo the) 
prevent fome feared inconveniences, y 
would every now and then be miferab 
with pins, which were found ftuck into he 
back and arms ; however, the wounds m 
the pins would in a few minutes ordina 
cured ; fhe would alfo be ftrangely diftc 
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am fure they could have no true bowels in 
them. 

Sect. 6. It were a moft unchriftian and un- 
civil, yea, a moft unreafonable thing, to imagine, 
that the fits of the young woman were but mere 
impoftures; and I believe fcarce any but peo- 
ple of a particular dirtinefe will harbour fuch 
an uncharitable cenfure. However, becaufe I 
know not how far the devil may drive the im- 
agination of poor creatures, when he has poflet 
fion of them, that at another time, when they 
are themfelves, would (corn to diflemble any 
thing, I fhall now confine my narrative unto 
paflages wherein there could be no room left 
for any diflimulation. Of thefe, the firft that 
rU mention fhall be this : From the time that 
Margaret Rule firft found herfelf to be formally 
befieged by the fpedlres, until the ninth day fol- 
lowing, namely, from the loth of September to 
the i8th, ftie kept an entire faft, and yet fhe was 
unto all appearance as frefh, as lively, as hearty, 
at the nine days end, as before they began ; in 
all this time, though (he had a very eager hunger 
upon her ftomach, yet, if any refrefhment were 
brought unto her, her teeth would be fet, and 
(he would be thrown into many miferies; indeed 
once or twice or fo in all this time, her tor- 
mentors permitted her to fwallow a mouthful 
of fomewhat that might increafe her miferies, 

3 



ever, afterwards there fcarce pafTed a day ^ 
fhe had not Hberty to take fomething o 
for her fuftentation. And I muft add tl 
ther, that this bufinefs of her fkA was cai 
that it was impoflible to be diflembled ^ 
a combination of multitudes of people 
quainted with one another, to fupport t 
gle ; but he that can imagine fuch a thi 
neighbourhood, fo filled with virtuous pe 
a bafe man — I cannot call him any othc 
Sect. 7. But if the fufFerings of this 
woman were not impofture, yet might t 
be pure diftemper ? I will not here inq 
our fadducees, what fort of a diftempc 
that (hall ftick the body full of pins 
any hand that could be feen to ftick th 
whether all the pin-makers in the work 
be willing to be evaporated into certain il 
of body, producing a diftemper ; but of 
temper my reader ftiall be judge, when 
told him fomething further of thofe unu 



MARGARET RULE. 35 

bodies may be ufed by devils, thereinto infinu- 
ating as engines of the execution of their malice 
upon thofe bodies ; and perhaps, for this reafon, 
one fex may fufFer more troubles of fome kinds 
from the invifible world than the other ; as well 
as for that reafon, for which the old ferpent 
made, where he did, his firft addrefs. But I 
pray, what will you (ay to this ? Margaret 
Rule would fometimes have her jaws forcibly 
pulled open, whereupon fomething invifible 
would be poured down her throat; we all (aw 
her fwallow, and yet we faw her try all fhe could, 
by fpitting, coughing and flirieking, that Ihe 
might not fwallow ; but one time the ftanders- 
by plainly faw fomething of that odd liquor 
itfelf on tlie outfide of her neck : (he cried out 
of it, as of fcalding brimftone poured into her, 
and the whole houfe would immediately fcent fo 
hot of brimftone that we were (carce able to en- 
dure it — whereof there are fcores of witne(res; 
but the young woman herfelf would be fo mon- 
ftroufly inflamed, that it would have broke a 
heart of ftone to have feen her agonies. This 
was a thing that feveral times happened; and 
feveral times, when her mouth was thus pulled 
open, the ftanders-by clapping their hands clofe 
thereupon, the diftre(res that otherwife followed 
would be diverted. Moreover there was a 
whiti(h powder, to us invifible, fometimes caft 



iiiiy viiiDle upon her cheek, from wl 
people in the room wiped it with their 
chiefs; and fometimes the young worn 
alfo be fo bitterly fcorched with the u 
phur thrown upon her, that very fenfib 
would be raifed upon her fkin, wht 
friends found it neceflary to apply 
proper for common burnings; but the 
thefe hurts would be cured in two or tl 
at fertheft. I think I may without va 
tend to have read not a few of the bel 
of phyfick that have been yet feen 
American regions, but I muft confef 
have never yet learned the name of th< 
diftemper whereto thefe odd fymptomi 
long: however, I might fuggeft perha] 
a natural medicine which would be of 
ufe againft many of them. 

Sect. 8. But there fell out fome ot 
ters far beyond the reach of natural di 
This Margaret Rule once in the middl 
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a man of war, then in the harbour, was out of 
(bme diflatisfadtion attempting to fwim afhore, 
and he had been drowned in the attempt, if a 
boat had not feafonably taken him up ; it was 
by computation a minute or two after the 
young woman's difcourfe of the drowning, that 
the young man took the water. At another 
time fhe told us, that the fpedlres bragged and 
laughed in her hearing about an exploit they 
had lately done, by ftealing from a gentleman 
his will foon after he had written it ; and within 
a few hours after fhe had (poken this, there came 
to me a gentleman with a private complaint, 
that having written his will, it was unaccounta- 
bly gone out of the way; how, or where, he 
could not imagine; and befides all this, there 
were wonderful noifes every now and then 
made about the room, which our people could 
afcribe to no other authors but the (pedlres ; yea, 
the watchers affirm, that they heard thofe fiends 
clapping their hands together with an audible- 
nefs wherein they could not be impofed upon ; 
and once her tormentors pulled her up to the 
ceiling of the chamber, and held her there, be- 
fore a very numerous company of fpedlators, 
who found it as much as they could all do to 
pull her down again. There was alfo another 
very furprifing circumftance about her, agreeable 
to what we have not only read in feveral hif- 



lometning itir upon her pillow at a litth 
from her; whereupon one prefent la 
hand there, he to his horror appreher 
he felt, though none could fee it, a liv 
ture not altogether unlike a rat, whicl 
eicaped from him ; and there were div 
peribns who were thrown into a great c 
tion by feeling, as they judged, at oth< 
the fame inviflble animal. 

Sect. 9. As it has been with a 
other enchanted people, fo it was with I 
Rule in this particular, that there wen 
words which her tormentors would not 
hear, efpecially the words Pray or Pra 
yet ftie could fo hear the letters of tho; 
diftinftly mentioned as to know wh 
meant The ftanders-by were forces 
times thus in difcourfe to (pell a word 
but becaufe there were fome fo ridicule 
count it a fort of fpell or a charm for i 
to accommodate themfelvcs to the cap 
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her. She would fometimes for a long while 
together apply herfelf to the fpedlres, whom (he 
fuppofed the witches, with fuch exhortations to 
repentance as would have melted an heart of 
adamant to have heard them ; her drains of ex- 
preflion and argument were truly extraordinary ; 
perfons perhaps of the beft education and ex- 
perience, and of attainments much beyond hers, 
could not have exceeded them ; neverthelefs, 
when (he came to thefe words, God, Lord, 
Chrift, Good, Repent, and fome other fuch, her 
mouth could not utter them ; whereupon (he 
would fometimes, in an angry parenthefis, com- 
plain of their wickedne(s in (topping that word, 
but (he would then go on with fome other terms 
that would ferve to tell what (he meant. And 
I believe that if the moft fu(picious perfon in 
the world had beheld all the circumftances of 
this matter, he would have faid it could not 
have been difTembled. 

Sect. lo. Not only in the Swedi(h, but alfo 
in the Salem witchcraft, the enchanted people 
have talked much of a white fpirit, from whence 
they received marvellous afliftances in their 
mi(bries. What lately befel Mercy Short, from 
the communications of fuch a fpirit, hath been 
the juft wonder of us all; but by fuch a (pirit 
was Margaret Rule now alfo vifited. She fays 
that (he could never fee his face ; but that (he 



or iit^r adverlaries. She fiys he told 
God had permitted her afflidions to 
for the evcrlafting and unfpeakable go 
own foul, and for the good of many oi 
for his own immortal glory ; and that f 
therefore be of good cheer, and be aff 
fpeedy deliverance; and the wonderfi 
tion of mind wherewith fhc encount 
affli<5lions was but agreeable to fuch 
tions. Moreover, a minifter having 
with fome importunity prayed for the 
ance of this young woman, and pleade< 
fhe belonged to his flock and charge, Y 
fer a right unto her as that he was to do 
of a minifter of our Lord for the bringin 
home unto God, only now the devil '. 
him in doing that which he had a right 
do; and whereas he had a better title i 
to bring her home to God, than the de^ 
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ing of this tranfadlion, fhe began to call that min- 
ifter her father, and that was the name whereby 
fhe every day before all forts of people diftin- 
guiflied him. The occafion of it fhe fays was 
this : the white fpirit prefently upon this tranf^ 
a(5lion did after this manner fpeak to her : Mar- 
garet, you now are to take notice that fuch a 
man is your father ; God has given you to him; 
do you from this time look upon him as your 
father, obey him, regard him, as your father; 
follow his counfels, and you fhall do well. 
And though there was one paflage more, which 
I do as little know what to make of as any of 
the reft, I am now going to relate it ; more than 
three times have I feen it fulfilled in the deliver- 
ance of enchanted and pofTeft perfons, whom 
the providence of God has caft into my way, 
that their deliverance could not be obtained 
before the third faft kept for them, and the 
third day ftill obtained the deliverance; al- 
though I have thought of befeeching of the 
Lord thrice, when buffeted by Satan : yet I 
muft earneftly entreat all my readers to beware 
of any fuperftitious conceits upon the number 
three ; if our God will hear us upon once pray- 
ing and fafting before him, it is well ; and if he 
will not vouchfafe his mercy upon our thrice 
doing fo, yet we muft not be fo difcouraged as 
to throw by our devotion ; but if the fovereign 





' God will in anr pamcnlir mJmt^ 
locnce exiougk meii wtboi we love 

nTkit&i iifMia iin tor jot detsanEoinate 
-[ of rtmes. wfao ftoB &f «» hitn, \Vlia£ 
rfiou ? And i£ thtwm^ tnM be anr number 

^ bokktt Ac &ii^ coQjfe, k Buj bare a 
in CMT tmmMc ofafemdocas^ I bope; witb- 
sf fbpcHBnoQL I &y dim Ax after Mar- 

Rule had been more than five weeks in 
Ttftrics, dm wtutc %Lrit &id unco ber, 
ll dits day focb a man (wbocn be named) 
epc a ditrd diy for jour dcIiTei^nce ; now 
good cbctr, yon diall (peedilr be deitv^ 
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ing towards her, would be forced ftill to recoil 
and retire as unaccountably, unable to meddle 
with her; and they would retire to the fire fide 
with their poppets ; but going to flick pins into 
thofe poppets, they could not (according to their 
vifions) make the pins to enter. She infiilted 
over them with a very proper derifion, daring 
them now to do their worft, whilft ftie had the 
iatisfa<5lion to fee their black mafter ftrike them 
and kick them, like an overfeer of Co many 
negroes, to make them to do their work, and re- 
new the marks of his vengeance on them when 
they failed of doing it. At laft, being as it were 
tired with their inefFeftual attempts to mortify 
her, they furioufly faid, " Well, you (han't be the 
laft." And after a paufe they added, " Go, and 
the devil go with you, we can do no more ; " 
whereupon they flew out of the room, and fhe, 
returning perfeftly to herfelf, moft affedlionate- 
ly gave thanks to God for her deliverance. 
Her tormentors left her extremely weak and 
faint, and overwhelmed with vapours, which 
would not only caufe her fometimes to fwoon 
away, but alfo now and then for a little while 
difcompofe the reafonablenefs of her thoughts. 
Neverthelefs, her former troubles returned not; 
but we are now waiting to fee the good efFefts 
of thofe troubles upon the fouls of all concerned. 
And now I fuppofe that fome of our learned 
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witlings of the cofFec-houfe, for fear left thefe 
proofs of an invifible world fhould fpoil fome of 
their iport, will endeavour to turn them all into 
(port ; for which buffoonery their only pretence 
will be, " They can't underftand how fuch things 
as thefe could be done ; " whereas indeed he that 
is but philofopher enough to have read but 
one little treatife, publifhed in the year 1656, by 
no other man than the chirurgeon of an army, 
or but one chapter of Hclmont, which I will 
not quote at this time too particularly, may give 
a far more intelligible account of thefe appear- 
ances than moft of thefe blades can give why 
and how tlieir tobacco makes them fpit, or wliich 
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pranks, were not under a daily reftraint of fome 
Almighty Superior from doing more of fuch 
mifchiefs. Wherefore, inftead of all apifh fhouts 
and jeers at hiftories which have fuch undoubted 
confirmation, as that no man that has breeding 
enough to regard the common laws of human 
fociety, will offer to doubt of them, it becomes 
us rather to adore the goodnefs of God, who 
does not permit fuch things every day to befal 
us all, as he fometimes did permit to befal fome 
few of our miferable neighbours. 

Sect. 1 2. And why, after all my unwearied 
cares and pains to refcue the miferable from the 
lions and bears of hell, which had feized them, 
and after all my ftudies to difappoint the devils 
in their defigns to confound my neighbourhood, 
muft I be driven to the neceffity of an apology ? 
Truly the hard reprefentations wherewith fome 
ill men have reviled my condudl, and the coun- 
tenance which other men have given to thefe 
reprefentations, oblige me to give mankind fome 
account of my behaviour. No chriflian can (I 
fay none but evil workers can) criminate my 
vifiting fuch of my poor flock as have at any 
time fallen under the terrible and fenfible molef. 
tations of evil angels : let their afflidlions have 
been what they will, I could not have anfwered 
it unto my glorious Lord, if I had withheld my 
juft counfels and comforts from them ; and if I 
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have atfo with fome exadtnefs obfcrvcd the 
methods of the invifible world, when they have 
thus become obfervablc, I have been but a fer- 
vant of mankind in doing fo ; yea, no lefs a 
pcrfon than the venerable Baxter has more than 
once or twice in the mo ft publick manner in- 
vited mankind to thank me for that fervice. I 
have not been infenfible of a greater danger 
attending me in this fulfilment of my miniftry, 
than if I had been to take ten thoufand fteps 
over a rocky mounUiln filled with rattle-fnakes ; 
but I have confidered, he that is wife will 
obferve things ; and the furprifing explication 
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exceffive credit of fpedlral accufations ; where- 
fore I have ftill charged the afflided that they 
fhould cry out of nobody for affli<aing of them ; 
but that, if this might be any advantage, they 
might privately tell their minds to fome one 
perfon of difcretion enough to make no ill ufe of 
their communications; accordingly there has been 
this efFe<a of it, tliat the name of no one good 
perfon in the world ever came under any blemifh 
by means of an afflided perfon that fell under 
my particular cognizance ; yea, no one man, 
woman or child ever came into any trouble for 
the fake of any that were afflifted, after I had 
once begun to look after them. How often 
have I had this thrown into my difh, "that 
many years ago I had an opportunity to have 
brought forth fuch people as have in the late 
ftorm of witchcraft been complained of, but that 
I fmothered all; and after that ftorm was raifed 
at Salem, I did myfelf offer to provide meat, 
drink and lodging for no lefs than fix of the 
afHidled, that fo an experiment might be made, 
whether prayer with fafting, upon the removal 
of the diflrefTed, might not put a period to the 
trouble then rifing, without giving the civil au- 
thority the trouble of profecuting thofe things 
which nothing but a confcientious regard unto 
the cries of miferable families could have over- 
come the reluiftancies of the honourable judges 
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to meddle with." In fhort, I do humbly but 
freely affirm it, that there is not a man living in 
this world who has been more defirous than the 
poor man I to fhelter my neighbours from the 
inconveniences of fpeftral outcries ; yea, I am 
very jealous I have done fo much that way, as 
to fin in what I have done ; fuch have been the 
cowardice and fearfulnefs whereunto my regard 
unto the diflatisfaftion of other people has pre- 
cipitated me. I know a man in the world, who 
has thought he has been able to convidl fome 
fuch witches as ought to die ; but his refpeft 
unto the publick peace has caufed him rather to 
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the miferable, that they would not permit the 
intrufion of any company, but fuch as by prayers 
or other ways might be helpful to them ; never- 
thelefs I have not abfolutely forbid all company 
from coming to your haunted chambers ; partly 
becaufe the calamities of the families were fuch 
as required the afliftance of many friends ; partly 
becaufe I have been willing that there fhould be 
difmterefted witnefles of all forts, to confute the 
calumnies of fuch as would (ay all was but im- 
pofture ; and partly becaufe I faw God had fanc- 
tified the Ipeftacle of the miferies on the afflidled 
unto the fouls of many that were fpedlators; and 
it is a very glorious thing that I have now to 
mention: The devils have with moft horrid 
operations broke in upon our neighbourhood, 
and God has at fuch a rate overruled all the 
fury and malice of thofe devils, that all the 
affli<5led have not only been delivered, but I 
hope alfo favingly brought home unto God, and 
the reputation of no one good perfon in the 
world has been damaged ; but inftcad thereof the 
fouls of many, efpecially of the rifing generation, 
have been thereby awakened unto fome acquaint- 
ance with religion; our young people, who be- 
longed unto the praying meetings, of both fexes, 
apart, would ordinarily (pend whole nights by 
whole weeks together in prayers and pfalms 
upon thefe occafions, in which devotions the 

4 
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devils could get nothing, but, like fools, a 
fcourgc for their own backs ; and fonie (cores 
of other young people, who were ftrangers to 
real piety, were now ftruck with the lively 
demonftrations of hell evidently fet forth before 
their eyes, when they faw perfons cruelly fright- 
ed, wounded and ftarved by devils^ and fcalded 
with burning brimftone; and yet ib preferved 
in this tortured ftate, as that, at die end of one 
month's wretchednefs, they were as able ft ill to un- 
dergo another; fo that of thefe alfo it might now 
be faid, " Behold they pray." In the whole — the 
devil got juft nothing — but God got praifes, 
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my difcourfes in this fruitful difcharge of my 
miniftry, and fo traveftied them in tlieir abufive 
pamphlets as to perfuade the town that I was 
their common enemy in thofe very points, 
wherein, if in any one thing whatfoever, I have 
fenfibly approved myfelf as true a fervant unto 
them as poflibly I could, though my life and 
foul had been at (lake for it — yea to do like 
fetan himfelf, by fly, bafe, unpretending infinua- 
tions, as if I wore not the modefty and gravity 
which became a minifter of the golpel — I could 
not but think myfelf unkindly dealt withal, and 
the negleft of others to do me juftice in this 
af&ir has caufed me to conclude this narrative 
with complaints in another hearing of fuch 
monftrous injuries. 



PART II. 



SEVERAL LETTERS, &c. 




Bofton, Jan. ii, 1693, 
Mr. Cotton Mather, 
Reverend Str^ 

INDING it needful on many ac- 
counts, I here prefent you with the 
copy of that paper which has been 
fo much mifreprefented, to the end 
that what (hall be found defedlive 
or not fairly reprefen ted (if any fuch fliall appear) 
they may be fet right, — which runs thus : 

September the 13/^, 1 693. In the evening, 
when the fun was withdrawn, giving place to 
darknefs to fucceed, I with fome others were 
drawn by curiofity to fee Margaret Rule, and 
fo much the rather, becaufe it was reported 

Mr. M would be there that night. Being 

come to her father's houfe, into the chamber 
wherein fhe was in bed, I found her of a healthy 
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countenance, of about feventeen years old, lying 
very ftill, and fpeaking very little ; what fhe did 
fay feemed as if (he were light-headed. Then 

Mr. M (father and fon) came up, and others 

with them ; in the whole there were about thirty 
or forty perfons ; they being fet, the father on 
a ftool, and the fon upon the bed-fide by her, 
the fon began to queftion her ; 

Margaret Rule, how do you do ? then a paufe 
without any anfwer. 

^eftioriy What ! do there a great many 
witches fit upon you? Jnjwer^ Yes. 

^ejiion^ Do you not know that there is a 
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with me — and haftily put away her hand. He 
then wrought his fingers before her eyes, and 
afked her if fhe faw the witches ? A. No. 

^ Do you believe ? A. Yes. 

^ Do you believe in you know who ? — 
A. Yes. 

2j Would you have other people do fo too 
— to believe in you know who ? A. Yes. 

g^ Who is it that afflifts you ^ A. \ know 
not, there is a great many of them. 

About this time the father queftioned, if fhe 
knew the fpeftres. An attendant faid, if fhe 
did fhe would not tell. The fon proceeded: 

^ You have feen the black man, have you 
not? A. No. 

Reply^ I hope you never will. 

^ You have had a book offered you, have 
you not? A. No. 

^ The brufhing of you gives you eafe, 
don't it? A. Yes. She turned herfelf, and a 
little groaned. 

^ Now the witches fcratch you, and pinch 
you, and bite you, don't they ? A, Yes. 

Then he put his hand upon her breafl 'and 
belly) viz. on the clothes over her, ,&nd felt a 
living thing, as he faid ; which moved tlie father 
alfo to feel, and fome others. 

^ Don't you feel the live thing in the bed ? 
A. No. 



raw. One woman faid, I am fure I am 
^itch, I will not go; fo others; fo none w 
rcw. 

Sl^ Shall we go to prayers ? Then fhe 
1 a fit as before. But this time, to revive 1 
ley waved a hat, and brufhed her head ; 
illow therewith. 

^ Shall we go to prayer, &c. fpelling 
iTord. A Yes. 

The father went to prayer for perhaps I 
n hour, chiefly againft the power of the d 
nd witchcraft, and that God would bring 
he afflifters. During prayer-time, the fon ft 
>y, and when they thought flie was in a 
ubbed her and bruftied her as before, 
)eckoned to others to do the like. A 
)rayer he proceeded : 

^ You did not hear when we were 
)raycr, did you ? A Yes. 

^ You don't hear always — you did 
»i»ar for fome time oaft. a word or two. 
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^ What does fhe eat or drink ? A. She 
does not eat at all, but drinks rum* 

Then he admoniflied the young people to 
take warning, &c. faying it was a fad thing to 
be fo tormented by the devil and his inftru- 
ments. A young man prefent, in the habit of 
a feaman, replied, " TA/i is the Devil all <yver.'' 
Then the minifters withdrew. Soon after they 
were gone the afflifted defired the women to be 
gone, faying, that the company of the men was 
not ofFenfive to her ; and having hold of the 
hand of a young man, (aid to have been her 
fweetheart formerly, who was withdrawing, (he 
pulled him again into his feat, faying, he (hould 
not go to-night. 

September the igth, 1693. This night I re- 
newed my vifit, and found her rather of a 

* The afRi6lion of Margaret Rule, like that of the Surrey De- 
moniac, Richard Dugdale of England, was nothing more than a 
bad cafe of delirium tremens. Richard was fingularly tofled and 
buffeted by Satan, when nine miniflers undertook to exorcife him, 
by many months of continued prayer and fading, and happily fuc- 
ceeded on the 24th of March, 1689. The record of the event in- 
forms us, when Satan finally left Richard, he had a terrible fit and 
vomited, whereon the devil, when he could no longer withdand the 
minifters, with Angular impudence cried, " Now, Dickey, I muft 
leave thee, and mufl afflift thee no more.** It is probable that thfi 
fuccefs in this famous cafe of the Surrey Demoniac occurred to the 
mind of Dr. Mather, when he offered to provide meat, drink, and 
lodging for no Icfs than fix of the poflcfTcd of Salem Village, that 
"the poffffd might be fcattercd fundcr," fo that an experiment 
might be made, whether prayer with farting, upon the removal of 
the accufed, might not put a period to the rifmg trouble. 
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hands: they faid that the brufhing did put 
away, if they bruihed or rubbed in the 
place; therefore they brufhed and rubbe 
feveral places, and (aid that when they d 
in the right place (he could fetch her bi 
ind by that they knew. She being con 
lerfelf was foon in a merry talking fit. 
^oung man came in, and aflced her how 
lid. She anfwered, very bad, but at prefc 
ittle better. 

He foon told her he muft be gone, and 
er good-night; at which fhe feemed troul 
lying that fhe liked his company, and faid 
rould not have him go till flie was well ; ; 
ig, for I (hall die when you are gone. T 
le complained they did not put her on a c 
ip, but let her lie fo like a beaft, faying 
iould lo(e all her fellows. She (aid fhe v 
!red any people fhould be fo wicked as 
ink fhe was not afflidled, but to think fhe 
mbled. A young woman anfwered. Yes 
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there this evening, and fhe enquired how long 
he had been gone. She faid he ftayed alone 
with her in the room half an hour, and faid that 
he told her there were fome that came for (pies, 
and to report about town that (he was not afflift- 
ed; that during the faid time (he had no fit; that 
he afked her if (he knew how many times he had 
prayed for her to-day; and that fhe anfwered, 
that fhe could not tell ; and that he replied, he 
had prayed for her nine times to-day. The at- 
tendants faid that fhe was fometimes in a fit, that 
none could open her joints, and that there came 
an old iron-jawed woman and tried, but could 
not do it; they likewife faid, that her head could 
not be moved from the pillow. I tried to move 
her head, and found no more difficulty than 
another perfon (and fo did others) but was not 
willing to offend by lifting it up, once being re- 
proved for endeavouring it; they faying angrily, 
you will break her neck. The attendants faid 

Mr. M would not go to prayer with her 

when people were in the room, as they did one 
night — that night he felt the live creature. 
Margaret Perd and another faid they fmelt 
brimflone. I and others faid we did not fmell 
any ; then they faid they did not know what 
it was. This Margaret faid fhe wifhed fhe had 

been here when Mr. M was here. Another 

attendant faid. If you had been here, you might 



iiii LKj icii^iun cnat ever betel this countr 
after mod men began to fear that fome 
fteps had been taken, and after his exce 
(with their Majefties' approbation as is (aid 
put a (lop to executions, and men began to 
there would never be a return of the like ; 
ing thefe accounts to contain in them (bme 
extraordinary, I writ them down the fame n 
in order to attain the certainty of them, and 
found them fo confirmed that I have (b 
Dther demonftrations) the whole under the 1 
jf two perfons who are ready to atteft the 
)f it; but not (atisfied herewith, I fhewed 
o fome of your particular friends, that 
night have the greater certainty ; but 
nuch furprifed with the meflage you fent 
hat I ftiould be arretted for (lander, and at 
ailing me one of the worft of liars, makir 
•ulpit news, with the name of pernicious li 
cc. This occafioned my firft letter ; [as 
>weth.] 
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garet Rule the 13th inftant, her anfwers and be- 
haviour, &c., and having fhewed it to feveral of 
my friends, as alfo yours, and underftanding you 
are offended at it, this is to acquaint you that if 
you and any one particular friend will pleafe to 
meet me and fome other indifferent perfon with 
me at Mr. Wilkins's, or at Benj. Harris's, you 
intimating the time, I (hall be ready there 
to read it to you, as alfo a further account of 
proceedings the 19th inftant, which may be 
needful to prevent groundlefs prejudices, and let 
deferved blame be call where it ought. From, 
fir, yours, in what I may, R. C. 

The effedls of which, fir, (not to mention that 
long letter only once read to me,) was, you fent 
me word you would meet me at Mr. Wilkins's; 
but, before that anfwer, at yours and your fa- 
ther's complaint, I was brought before their maj- 
efties* juftice, by warrant, for fcandalous libels 
againft yourfelfi and was bound over to anfwer 
at feffions. I do not remember you then ob- 
jedled againft the truth of what I had wrote, 
but afTerted it was wronged by omiffions; which, 
if it were fo, was paft any power of mine to 
remedy, having given a faithful account of all 
that came to my knowledge : and, fir, that you 
might not be witliout fome cognizance of the 
reafons why I took fo much pains in it, as alfo 



Having expected lome weeks your meet 
le at Mr. Wilkins's, according to what you 
mated to me, and the time drawing near 
ir meeting elfewhere, I thought it not ar 
• give you a fummary of my thoughts in 
•eat concern, which, as you fay, has been j 
ted with fo much heat. That there 
itches is not the doubt ; the fcriptures 
ere vain, which affign their puniftiment 
! by death ; but what this witchcraft is, 
herein it does confift, feems to be the wh 
fficulty : and as it may be eafily demonftrat 
at all that bear that name cannot be juftly 
counted ; fo that fome things and adlions, i 
efteemed by the moft, yet upon due exami 
n will be found to merit no better charadtei 
In your late book you lay down a brief 
pfis of what has been written on that fubje 
a triumvirate of as eminent men as e^ 
idled it Tas vou are nlpa(#*/l trk /^oll «-k-^r**N — 
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viz. that of Mr. Gaule, head iv. and runs thus : 
" Among the moft unhappy circumftances to con- 
vift a witch, one is a maligning and oppugning 
the word, work or worfhip of God, and by any 
extraordinary fign feeking to feduce any from it. 
See Deut. xiii. i, 2. Matt xxiv. 24. Adls xiii. 
8. 10. 2 Tim. iii. 8. Do but mark well the 
places ; and for this very property, of thus op- 
pofing and perverting, they are all there con- 
cluded arrant and abfolute witches." 

This head, as here laid down and inferted by 
you, either is a truth or not ; if not, why is it 
here inferted from one of the triumvirate ? If 
it be a truth, as the fcriptures quoted will abun- 
dantly teftify, whence is it that it is fo little re- 
garded, though it be the only head well proved 
by fcripture, or that the reft of the triumvirate 
fhould fo far forget their work as not to mention 
it ? It were to be unjuft to the memory of thofe 
otherwife wife men, to fuppofe them to have 
any finifter defign ; but perhaps the force of a 
prevailing opinion, together with an education 
thereto fuited, might overftiadow their judg- 
ments, as being wont to be but too prevalent 
in many other cafes. But if the above be 
truth, then the fcripture is full and plain, what 
is witchcraft. And if fo, what need of his 
next head of hanging people without as full 
and clear evidence as in other cafes'^ Or 
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at need of the reft of the receipts of the 
umvirate ? What need of praying that the 
iidcd may be able to difcover who it is that 
lifts them? or what need of fearching for 
ts for the devil to fuck, in his old age ; or 
e experiment of faying the Lord's prayer, 
:. with a multitude more, pradifed in fome 
aces fuperftitioufly inclined V Odier adlons 
ve been praftifed for eafing tlie afflided, left 
ftifiable, if not ftrongly favouring of witch- 
ft itfelf, viz. fondly imagining by the hand, 
;. to drive off fpedres, or to knock ofTinvifible 
ains, or by ftriking in the air to wound eidier 
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that hanging or drowning of witches can leflen 
his power of afflidling, or reftore thofe that were 
at a diftance tormented, with many others de- 
pending on thefe; all tending, in my efteem, 
highly to the difhonour of God, and the en- 
dangering the well-being of a people ; and do 
further add, that as the fcriptures are full that 
there is witchcraft (ut fup.) fo 'tis as plain that 
tliere are pofleflions, and that the bodies of the 
poffeft have hence been not only afflidled, but 
ftrangely agitated, if not their tongues improved 
to foretel futurities, &c. and why not to accufe 
the innocent, as bewitching them? having pre- 
tence to divination to gain credence. This 
being reafonable to be expefted from him who 
is the father of lies, to the end he may thereby 
involve a country in blood, malice and evil- 
furmifing, which he greedily feeks after, and 
fo finally lead them from their fear and de- 
pendence upon God, to fear him and a fup- 
pofed witch, thereby attaining his end upon 
mankind ; and not only fo, but natural diftem- 
pers, as has been frequently obferved by the 
Judicious, have fo operated as to deceive 
more than the vulgar, as is teftified by many 
famous phyficians and others. And as for that 
proof of multitudes of confeflions, this country 
may be by this time thought competent judges 
what credence we ought to give them, having 

5 
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count it the worfe for coming from fo me 
hand; which, however you may have rect 
prejudice, &c. am ready to ferve you tc 
power ; but if you judge otherwife hereofj 
may take your own methods for my bette 
formation. Who am, fir, yours to comman 
what I may, R. 

In anfwer to this laft, fir, you replied t( 
gentleman that prefented it, that you had 
ing to profecute againft me; and faid, as to 
fentiments in your books, you did not bine 
to believe them ; and then again renewed 
promife of meeting me, as before, thougl 
yet performed. Accordingly, though I w 
at feffions, there was none to objeft ought a| 
me, upon which I was difmiffed. This 
me fome reafon to believe that you intt 
all fhould have been forgotten ; but, inftej 
that, I find the coals are frefh blown up, I I 

(iinnnff^A tn he renrefpnfed. in a late manui 
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arguments that fquare not with the fentiments 
therein contained, buffoonery ; rarely, no doubt, 
agreeing with the Ipirit of Chrift, and his deal- 
ings with an unbelieving Thomas, yet whofe 
infidelity was without compare lefs excufable; 
but the author having refolved long fince to 
have no more than one fingle grain of patience 
with them that deny, &c. the wonder is the lefe. 
It muft needs be that offences come, but wo to 
him by whom they come. To vindicate my- 
felf therefore from fuch falfe imputations, of 
(atan-like infinuations, and mifreprefenting your 
adlions, &c. and to vindicate yourfelf, fir, as 
much as is in my power, from thofe fuggeft- 
ions, (aid to be infinuated, as if you wore not 
the modefty and gravity that becomes a minifter 
of the gofpel ; which, it feems, fome, that never 
(aw the faid narratives, report them to contain ; 
I fay, fir, for thefe reafons, I here prefent you 
with the firft copy that ever was taken, &c. and 
purpofe for a week's time to be ready, if you 
fhall intimate your pleafure to wait upon me, 
either at the place formerly appointed, or any 
other that is indifferent ; to the end that, if there 
fhall appear any defedls in that narrative, they 
may be amended. 

Thus, fir, I have given you a genuine account 
of my fentiments and adlions in this affair ; and 
do requeft and pray, that if I err, I may be 
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(hewed it from (cripture, or (bund reafbn, and 
not by quotations out of Virgil, nor Spaniih 
rhctorick. For I find the witlings mentioned 
are Co fan from anfwering your profound quef- 
tions, that they cannot Co much as pretend to 
(hew a diftindion between witchcraft in the 
common notion of it, and pofleflion ; nor (b 
much as to demonftrate that ever the Jews or 
primitive chriftians did believe that a witch 
could fend a devil to afflid her neighbours. 
But to all thefe, fir, (ye being the fait of the 
earth, &c.) I have reaion to hope for a fatisfac- 
tory anfwer to him, who is one that reverences 
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think that any, that know my parent's circum- 
ftances, but muft think him deferving a better 
charafter by far, than this narrative can be 
thought to give him. When the main defign 
we managed, in vifiting the poor affliifted crea- 
ture, was to prevent the accufations of the 
neighbourhood, can it be fairly reprefented that 
our defign was to draw out fuch accufations? 
which is the reprefentation of the paper. We 
have teftimonies of the beft witnefles, and in 
number not a few, that when we afked Rule 
whether fhe thought fhe knew who tormented 
her, the queftion was but an introdudlion to the 
folemn charges which we then largely gave, 
that fhe fhould rather die than tell the names 
of any whom fhe might imagine that fhe knew. 
Your informers have reported the queftion, and 
report nothing of what follows, as efTential to 
the giving of that queftion. And can this be 
termed a piece of fairnefs ? Fair it cannot be, 
that when minifters faithfully and carefully dif^ 
charge their duty to the miferable in their flock, 
little bits, (craps and fhreds of their difcourfes 
fhould be tacked together to make them con- 
temptible, when there fhall be no notice of all 
the neceflary, feafonable and profitable things 
that occurred in thofe difcourfes; and without 
which, the occafion of the lefTer pafTages can- 
not be underftood : and yet I am furnifhed with 
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abundant evidences, ready to be fworn, that will 
pofitively prove this part of unfairneis, by the 
above mentioned narrative, to be done both to 
my father and felC Again, it feems not fair or 
reafonable that I ftiould be expofed for that 
which yonrfclf (not to fay fome others) might 
liave expofed me for if I had not done, viz, 
for difcouraging fo much company from flock- 
ing about the pofTeft maid; and yet, as I pcr- 
fuade myfelf, you cannoc but think it to be 
good advice to keep much company from fuch 
haunted chambers. Befides, the unfairne£ doth 
more appear, in that I find nothing repeated of 
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'Tis no lefe untrue, that either my father or 
felf put the queftion, How many witches fit 
upon you? We always cautioufly avoided 
that expreflion, it being contrary to our inward 
belief. All the ftanders-by will, I believe, fwear 
they did not hear us ufe it, (your witnefles ex- 
cepted) and I tremble to think how hardy thofe 
woful creatures muft be, to call die Almighty, 
by an oath, to fo falfe a thing. As falfe a rep- 
refentation 'tis, that I rubbed Rule's ftomach, 
her breaft not being covered. The oath of the 
neareft (peftators, giving a true account of that 
matter, will prove this to be little lefs than a 
grofs (if not a doubled) He; and to be fomewhat 
plainer, it carries the face of a lie contrived on 
purpofe (by them at leaft to whom you are 
beholden for the narrative) wickedly and bafely 
to expofc me : for you cannot but know how 
much this reprefentation hath contributed to 
make people believe a fmutty thing of me. I 
am far from thinking but that in your own con- 
(cience you believe, that no indecent aftion of 
that nature could then be done by me before 
fuch obfervers, had I been fo wicked as to 
have been inclined to what is bafe. It looks 
next to impoflible that a reparation fhould be 
made me for the wrong done to (I hope, as 
to any fcandal) an unblemifhed, though weak 
and fmall, fervant of tlie church of God. Nor 
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is what follows a left untruth, that it was an 
attendant and not myfelf who faid. If Rule 
knows who afflidis fier, yet fhe won*t tell. I 
therefore (poke it that I might encourage her to 
continue in that concealment of all names whatfo- 
ever; to this I am able to furnifh myfelf with the 
atteftation of fufficient oaths, *Tis as tar from 
true, that my apprehenfion of the imp, about 
Kule^ was on her belly; for the oadis of the 
fpeftators, and even of thofe that thought they 
felt it, can leftify tliat it was upon the pillow, at 
a di fiance from her body. As untrue a reprc- 
fentation is that which follows, viz. that it was 
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claufe, towards the clofe of the prayer, which 
was of this import; and this claufe alfo was 
guarded with a (ingular warinefs and modefty, 
viz. If there were any evil inftruments in this 
matter, God would pleafe to difcover them: 
and that there was more than common reafon 
for that petition, I can fatisfy any one that will 
pleafe to inquire of me. And ftrange it is, that 
a gentleman that from eighteen to fifty-four hath 
been an exemplary minifter of the gofpel; and 
that, befides a ftation in the church of God, as 
confiderable as any that his own country can 
a£ford, hath for divers years come off with 
honour, in his application to three crowned 
heads, and the chiefeft nobility of three king- 
doms; knows not yet how to make one fhort 
prayer of a quarter of an hour, but in New- 
England he muft be libelled for it. There are 
divers other down-right miftakes, which you 
have permitted yourfelf (I would hope not 
knowingly and with a malicious defign) to be 
receiver or compiler of, which I fhall now for- 
bear to animadvert upon. As for the appendix 
of the narrative, I do find myfelf therein injuri- 
oufly treated ; for the utmoft of your proof, for 
what you fay of me, amounts to little more 
than this, viz. Some people told you, that 
others told them, that fuch and fuch things 
did pafs; but you may afTure yourfelf, that I 



ceived power of devils and witches; I c 
only with all freedom offer you die ufe i 
part of my library, which you may fee cj 
perufe on that fubjeft, but alfo, if you ar 
one elfe, whom you picafe, will vifit me 
ftudy, yea, or meet me at any other pla( 
inconvenient than thofe by you propofed, 
with all the feirnefs and calmnefs in the 
difpute the point I beg of God that he 
beftow as many blefTmgs on you, as ever ( 
felf ; and out of a fincere wifh that you r 
made yet more capable of thefe blefTings, 
this occafion to lay before you the faul 
few nor fmall ones neither) which the pap 
tained, you lately fent me, in order to be 
ined by me. In cafe you want a true a 
narrative of my vifit, whereof fuch an ir 
travefly (to fay the befl) hath been made 
not unwilling to communicate it; in mea 
mufl take liberty to fay, it is fcarcely co 
-■■r.VK r>i^mmnn r*ivilifv miirh lefs chriflia 
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lie copy of a paper received with the above letter. 

I do teftify that I have feen Margaret ROle, 
in her afflidlions from the invifible world, lifted 
up from her bed, wholly by an invifible force, a 
great way towards the top of the room where fhe 
lay ; in her being fo lifted, fhe had no afliftance 
from any ufe of her own arms or hands, or any 
other part of her body, not fo much as her heels 
touching her bed, or refting on any fupport 
whatfoever. And I have feen her thus lifted, 
when not only a ftrong perfon hath thrown 
his whole weight acrofs her to pull her down, 
but feveral other perfons have endeavoured, 
with all their might, to hinder her from being 
fo raifed up ; which I fuppofe that feveral others 
will teftify as well as myfelf when called unto 
it. Witnefs my hand, Samuel Aves. 

We can alfo teftify to the fubflance of what • 
is above written ; and have feveral times ittn 
Margaret Rule fo lifted up from her bed, as 
that ftie had no ufe of her own limbs to help 
her up ; but it was the declared apprehenfion of 
us, as well as others, that faw it, impofTible for 
any hands, but fome of the invifible world, to 
lift her. Robert Earle, 

John Wilkins, 
Dan. Williams. 
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Wc, whofe names are under-written, do teftify, 
that one evening, when we were in the chamber 
where Margaret Rule then lay, in her late afflic- 
tion, we obferved her to be, by an invifible force, 
lifted up from the bed whereon fhe lay, fo as to 
touch the garret floor, while yet neither her feet, 
nor any other part of her body, refted either on 
the bed or any other fupport, but were alfo, by 
the fame force, lifted up from all that was under 
her; and all this for a confiderable while, we 
judged it feveral minutes ; and it was as much 
as feveral of us could do, with all our ftrength, 
to pull her down. All which happened when 
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I have the bible, and do judge that fufficient to 
demonftrate that cited head of Mr. Gaule to be 
a truth, as alfo thofe other heads mentioned as 
the foundations of religion. And in my appre- 
henfion, if it be afked any chriman, whether 
God governs the world, and whether it be he 
only can commiflionate devils, and fuch other 
fundamentals, he ought to be as ready as in the 
queftion. Who made him? (A little writing 
certainly might be of more ufe, to clear up the 
controverted points, than either looking over 
many books in a well furnifhed library, or than 
a difpute, if I were qualified for it ; the incon- 
veniencies of paflion being this way beft avoided.) 
And am not without hopes that you will yet 
oblige me fo far, as to confider that letter, and 
if I err, to let me fee it by fcripture, &c. 

Yours, almoft the whole of it, is concerning 
the narrative I fent to you ; and you feem to in- 
timate as if I were giving charadlers, refledlions, 
libels, &c. concerning yourfelf and relations ; all 
which were as far from my thoughts, as ever 
they were in writing after either yourfelf, or any 
other minifter. In the front you declare your 
apprehenfion to be, that the afflidled was under 
a diabolical pofleflion ; and if fo, I fee not how 
it fhould be occafioned by any witchcraft (unlefe 
we afcribe that power to a witch, which is only 
the prerogative of the Almighty, of fending or 
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|>mmiffionating the devils to afflift hen) But 
your particular objedlions againft: the narra- 
te ; and to the firft< My intelligence not 
[ving me any further, I could not infert that 
knew not. And it feenis improbable that a 
jeftion fliould be put, whether rtie knew who 
ley were that tormented her, and at die fame 
^ne to charge her, and that upon her life, not 
tell ; and if you had done fo, I fee but little 
lod you could promife yourfelf or others by it, 
being poflift, as alfo having it inculcated fo 
luch to her, of witchcraft. And as to the next 
pjcftion, about company flocking, &c, I pro- 



MR. MATHER, &C. 79 

many witches fit upon you ? nor, that her breaft 
was not covered, in which thofe material words, 
with tke bed-clothes^ are wholly omitted. I am 
not willing to retort here your own language 
upon you ; but can tell you, that your own 
difcourfe of it publickly, at Sir W. P.'s table, 
has much more contributed to, &c. As to the 
reply. If fhe could fhe would not tell, whether 
either or both (pake it, it matters not much. 
Neither does the narrative fay, you felt the live 
thing on her belly ; though I omit now to fay 
what further demonftrations there are of it. As 
to that reply. That is only her fancy, I find the 
word her added. And as to your father's feel- 
ing for the live creature after you had felt it, if 
it were on the bed it was not fo very far from 
her. And for the length of his prayer, pofli- 
bly your witnefles might keep a more exa<ft 
account of the time than thofe others, and I 
ftand not for a few minutes. For the reft of 
the objeftions, I fuppofe them of lefs moment, 
if le(s can be; however, fhall be ready to receive 
them. Thofe matters of greateft concern I find 
no objeftions againft. ' Thefe being all that yet 
appear, it may be thought that if the narrative 
be not fully exadl, it was as near as memory 
could bear away; but (hould be glad to fee 
one more perfe<ft (which yet is not to be exped:- 
ed, feeing none wrote at the fame time.) You 
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mention tlie appendix, by which I underftand 
the fecond vifit; and if you be by the pofieiTed 
belied (as being half an hour with her alone, ex- 
cluding her own mother, and as telling her you 
had prayed for her nine times that day, and that 
now was her laughing time, fhe muft laugh now) 
I can fce no wonder in it; What can be ex* 
peded lefs from the father of lies, by whom, 
you judge, flie was poffeft? 

And befidesthe above letter, you were pleafcd 
to fend me another paper, containing feverul tcC* 
timonies of the pofft-ired being lifted up, and 
held a {pace of feveral minutes to the garret 
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happinefs of your approbation or confutation of 
that letter before referred to. 

And now, fir, that the God of all grace may 
enable us zealoufly to own his truths, and to 
follow thofe things that tend to peace, and tliat 
yourfelf may be as an ufeful inftrument in his 
hand, effeftually to ruin the remainder of hea- 
thenifh and popifh fuperftitions, is the earned 
defire and prayer of yours to command in 
what I may, R. C. 

Poftfeript. — Sir, I here fend you the copy of a paper that lately 
came to my hands % which, though it contains no wonders, yet is 
remarkable, and runs thus : 

An account oftobat an Indian told Caft. Hill at Saco Fort, 

The Indian told him, that the French miniflers were better than 
the Englifh ; for before the French came among them there were a 
great many witches among the Indians ; but now there were none ; 
and there were witches among the Englifh miniftcrs, as Burroughs, 
who was hang*d for it. 

Were I difpofed to make refle£lions upon it, I fuppofe you will 
judge the field large enough $ but I forbear. 

As above, R. C. 

B oft on, Feb. 19, 1693. 
Mr. Cotton Mather, 
Reverend Sir, 
I have received as yet no anfwer to mine of 
November the 24th, except an offer to perufe 
books, &c. relating to the doftrinals therein con- 
tained; nor to my laft, of January the 18th, in 
6 
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which I again prayed that if I erred I might be 
fhewed it by fcripture, viz. in believing that the 
devil's bounds are fet, which he cannot pafs — 
that the devils are Co full of malice, that it can't 
be added to by mankind — that where he hath 
power, he neither can nor will omit executing it 

— that it is only the Almighty that fets bounds 
to his rage, and who only can commiflion him 
to hurt or deftroy any ; and confequently to de- 
teft, as erroneous and dangerous, the belief that 
a witch can commiflion devils to afflidl mortals 

— that he can at his or the witch's pleafure 
nfTume any fliane — that the hanEinir or drown- 
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i. e. the devil appearing to them, and making a 
compaft, mutually promifing each to other; tef- 
tified by their figning his book, a material book, 
which he is faid to keep ; and that thereby they 
are intituled to a power, not only to afflidl others, 
but fuch as is truly exorbitant, if not highly in- 
trenching upon the prerogative of him who is 
the Sovereign Being : For who is he that faith, 
and it comedi to pafe, when the Lord command- 
eth it not ? 

Such explicit covenant being, as is faid, in 
this age, reckoned eflential to complete a witch ; 
yet I finding nothing of fuch covenant (or power 
thereby obtained) in fcripture, and yet a witch 
therein fo fully defcribed, do pray tJiat if there 
be any fuch fcriptures I may be diredled to 
them ; for as to the many legends in this cafe, 
I make no account of them ; I read indeed of a 
covenant with death and with hell, but fuppofe 
that to be in the heart (or mental) only, and fee 
not what ufe fuch an explicit one can be of be- 
tween fpirits, any further than as 'tis a copy of 
that mental which is in the heart. The dire 
effedls and confequences of fuch notion may be 
found written in indelible Roman charafters of 
blood, in all countries where they have pre- 
vailed. And what lefs can be expedled, when 
men are indided for that, which it is impoflible 
to prove, fo as for any to clear himfelf of, viz 
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fuch explicit covenant with the devil ; and then, 
for want of better evidence, muft take up with 
fuch as the nature of fuch fecret covenant can 
bear, as mr. Gaule hath it, i. e. diftraded (lories, 
and ftrange and foreign events, &c. thereby en- 
deavouring to find it, though by its but fuppofed 
effefts. By the fame rule that one is put to 
purge himfelf of fuch compaft, by the fame 
may all mankind. 

This then being fo important a cafe, it con- 
cerns all to know what foundations in fcripture 
are laid for fuch a ftrufture ; for if they are de- 
ficient of that warrant, the more eminent the 
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Bofton, April the ibth, 1694. 
Mr. Cotton Mather, 
Reverend Sir^ 
Having as yet received no anfwer to my laft, 
touching the do<arinals therein referred to, though 
at the delivery of it you were pleafed to promife 
the gentleman that prefented it that I fhould 
have it, and after that you acquainted the 
fame gentleman you were about it ; the length 
of time fince thofe promifes makes me fuppofe 
you are preparing fomething for the prefs (for 
I would not queftion your veracity ;) and I 
think it may not be amife, when you do any 
thing of that nature for the public view, that 
you alfo explain fome paflages of fome late 
books of yours and your relations, which are 
hard to be underftood ; to inftance in a few of 
many; IVonders of the InviftbU IVorld^ page 17, 
" Plagues are fome of thofe woes with which the 
devil caufes our trouble." Page 18, "Hence 
come fuch plagues as that befom of deftruftion 
which within our memory fwept away fuch a 
throng of people from one Englifh city, in one 
vifitation. Wars are fome of thofe woes with 
which the devil caufes our trouble." Page 16, 
" Hence 'tis that the devil, like a dragon keep- 
ing a guard upon fuch fruits as would refrefh a 
languifliing world, has hindered mankind for 
many ages from hitting upon thofe ufeful in- 
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ventions. The benighted world muft: jog on, 
for choufands of years, without the knowlege of 
the loadftone, printing, and fpedacles." Page 
lo, "It is not likely that every devil does know 
every language, 'Tis pofiibfe the experience, 
or, if I may call it fo, the education, of all devils 
is not alike*" Cafis qf Confcknce^ page 63, 
" The devil has inflifted on many the difeafc 
called the lycanthropia," Mcrmralfle Provi- 
dences relating ta IViuhcrafi Difc. page 24, " I 
am alfo apt to think that the devils are feldom 
able to hurt us in any of our exterior concerns, 
without a commiflion from fome of our fellow 
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of mankind itfelf." Enchantments encountered^ 
" Thefe witches have driven a trade of com- 
miflioning their confederate fpirits to do all forts 
of mifchiefs to their neighbours." Page 50, 
"They have bewitched fome, even fo far as to 
make them felf-deftroyers." Page 144, *' As I 
am abundantly fatisfied, that many of the felf- 
murders, committed here, have been the effefts 
of a cruel and bloody witchcraft, letting fly 
daemons upon the miferable Senecas." Page 
51, " We have feen fome of their children 
dedicated to the devil, that in their infiincy the 
imps have fucked them." Cafes of Confcience^ 
page 24, " They bequeath their daemons to the 
children as a legacy, by whom they are often 
aflifted to fee and do things 'beyond the power 
of nature." Page 21, "There is in Spain a fort 
of people called Zahurs, tliat can fee into the 
bowels of the earth." On Tuefdays and Fridays^ 
and to add that in page 49 ; the words are, " For 
the law of God allows of no revelation from 
any other fpirit but himfelf, Ifa. viii. 19. It is 
a (in againft God to make ufe of the devil's 
help, to know that which cannot be otherways 
known ; and I teftify againft it as a great trant 
greffion, which may juftly provoke that Holy 
One of Ifrael to let loofe devils on the whole 
land. Although the devil's accufation may be 
fo far regarded, as to caufe an inquiry into the 
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truth, that foine unwary expreflions of the | 
itive fathers were afterwards improved fo 
introducing and eftablifhing of error, as 
calling the Virgin Mary the mother of 
&c. Hence occaflon and advantage were t 
to propagate the idolizing of her. The 
might be faid of the eucharift. Thefe 
tions, above rehearfed, being apparently 1 
to a like mal-conftruftion, and no lefs dangc 
are therefore, as I faid, highly needful to b 
plained, and that in a mod public manner, 
were they to be underftood literally, and as 
are (poken, it muft feem as if the authors 
introducing among chriftians very dang 
dodlrines, fuch as, were they aflerted by th( 
of men, yet ought to be rejefted by all, 
viz. That 'tis the devil that brings the mc 
evils upon mankind, by way of infliftion, 
do befal them ; and that the witch can 
mifTion him to the performance of thefe; 
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fhiping, &c. from whom came all their miferies, 
as they believed. For what were all this, but to 
rob God of his glory in the higheft manner, and 
give it to a devil and a witch ? Is it not he that 
hath faid, Shall there be evil in a city, and the 
Lord hath not done it ? But if any are fond of 
their own notions, becaufe fome eminent men ^ 
before now have aflerted them, they may do 
well to compare them with that excellent fay- 
ing ( IVonders of the Invijible IVorld^ p. 7) " About 
this devil there are many things, whereof we 
may reafonably and profitably be inquifitive ; 
fuch things I mean as are in our bibles revealed 
to us ; according to which if we do not (peak 
on fo dark a fubjeft, but according to our own 
uncertain and perhaps humourfome conjeftures, 
there is no light in us." Or that other, p. 75, 
** At every other weapon the devil will be too 
hard for us." For 'tis moft certain that other 
notions, weapons and pradlices have been taken 
up with, and that the event has been anfwerable : 
the devil has been too hard for fuch as have fo 
done. I fhall forbear to inftance from the dog- 
matical part, and fhall mention fome praftices 
that as much need explaining; Mem. Provid. 
ReL to iVitchc. pages 29, 30, 31 ; where account 
is given that it was prayed for that the affliiSed 
might be able to declare, whom fhe apprehended 
herfelf afflifted by, together with the immediate 
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anfwer of fuch prayer. To this you once re* 
plied, when it was nientioned to you^ that you 
did not then underftand the wiles of fatan. 

To which I have nothing to objed, but it 
might be a good acknowledgment But con- 
fidering that the book is gone forth into all the 
worldj I cannot but think die falve ought to be 
proportioned to the fore, and the notice of the 
devil's wiles as univerfal as the means recom- 
mending them. Another practice is, (pages 20, 
21,) *' There was one fingular paflion tliat fre- 
quently attended her; an invifible chain would 
be clapt about her, and /he in much pain and 




MR. MATHER, &C. 9I 

mies thereby; but (as in cafe of a fire) where the 
glory of God and the good and welfare of man- 
kind are fo nearly concerned, I thought it my 
duty to be no longer an idle fpeftator; and can 
and do fay, to the glory of God, in this whole 
affair, I have endeavoured to keep a confcience 
void of offence, both towards God and towards 
man ; and therein at the leaft have the advantage 
of fuch as are very jealous they have done fo 
much herein, as to fin in what they have done, 
viz. in (heltering the accufed ; fuch have been 
the cowardice and fearfulnefs into which a regard 
to the diflatisfaftion of other people have pre- 
cipitated them ; which by the way muft needs 
acquaint all, that for the future other meafures 
are refolved upon (by fuch) which, how bloody 
they may prove when opportunity (hall offer, is 
with him who orders all things according to the 
counfel of his own will. And now, that the 
fong of angels may be the emulation of men, is 
the earnefl defire and prayer of, fir, yours to 
command in what I may, R. C. 

Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, and good will 
towards men. 

Bofton^ March the \ft, 1694. 

Mr. B , 

IVorthy Sir, 
After more than a year's waiting for the per- 
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mance of a reiterated promife from one under 
gular obligations, and a niultitude of advan- 
es to have done it fooner, the utmoft conipU- 
re I have met with is (by your hands) the 
ht of four fheets of refcinded papers. But I 

(I firft be obliged to return them in a fort- 
htj and not copied, which I have now corn- 
ed with : and having read them, am not at all 
prifed at the author's caution, not to admit of 
h crude matter and impertinent abfurdities, as 

to be found in it. He feems concerned that 
akc no notice of his feveral books, wherein, 
he faith^ he has unanfwerably proved things. 
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noted in the margin where, in a hafty reading, I 
thought it needful ; of which it were unreafona- 
ble for him to complain, feeing I might not take 
a copy, thereby to have been enabled more at 
leifure to digeft what were needful to be faid on 
fo many heads ; and as I have not flattered him, 
fo, for telling what was fo needful, with the 
hazard of making fo many enemies by it, I 
have approved myfelf one of his beft friends. 
And befides his own fenfe of the weaknefs of 
his anfwer, teftified by the prohibition above, he 
has wholly declined anfwering to mod of thofe 
things that I had his promife for ; and what he 
pretends to fpeak to, after mentioning, without 
the needful anfwer or proof, drops it. 

His firft main work, after his definition of a 
witch, which he never proves (without faying 
any thing to mr. Gaule's fcriptural defcription, 
though fo often urged to it, and though himfelf 
has in his book recommended and quoted it) is 
to magnify the devil's power, and that as I think 
beyond and againft the fcripture ; this takes him 
up about 1 1 pages ; and yet in page 2 2d he 
again returns to it, and, as / underftand it, takes 
part with the pharifees againft our Saviour in 
the argument ; for they charge him that he caft 
out devils through Beelzebub : our Saviour's 
anfwer is, (Matt. xii. 25) Every kingdom divided 
againft itfelf is brought to defolation; and every 
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city or boufe divided againft itfelf Jhall not ft and; 
and iffatan caft out fatan^ he is divided againft 
bimfelf; how /hall then his kingdom ftand? And 
yet, notwithftanding this anfwer, together with 
what follows, for further illuftration our author 
is it feems refolded to aflert, that our Saviour 
did not in this anfwer deny that many did fb, 
viz. caft out devils by Beelzebub ; and, page 
23, grants that the devils have a miraculous 
power, but yet it muft not be called miracu- 
lous, and yet can be diftinguifhed, as he inti- 
mates, only by the confcience or light within, to 
the no fmall fcandal of the chriftian religion; 
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thereunto ? Inftead of an anfwer to this weighty 
objeftion, our author firft concedes, that the 
devils do ordinarily exert their powers, with- 
out the witches contributing to it; but yet, 
that, to the end to increafe their guilt, he may 
cheat a witch, by making her believe herfelf 
the author of them. His next is. If witch- 
craft be, as I fuppofe it is, the (kill of applying 
the plaftic (pirit of the world, &c. then the con- 
fent of the witch doth naturally contribute to 
that mifchief that the devil does. And his laft 
anfwer runs to this effeft : Is it not the ordina- 
tion of God, that where the devil can get the 
confent of a witch for the hurting of otliers, 
the hurt (hall as certainly be as if they had fet 
maftifF dogs upon them, or had given them 
poifon into their bowels? and God's provi- 
dence muft be as great in delivering from one 
as from the other. And this it feems is not 
only his belief, but the mod orthodox and 
the mod learned anfwer that our author could 
pitch upon : If witchcraft be, as I fuppofe it is, 
&c. and is it not the ordination of God, that, 
&c. What is all this but precarious, and beg- 
ging the queftion, and a plain dropping the 
argument he cannot manage ? However, to 
amufe tlie ignorant, and to confound the learned, 
he hooks in a cramp word, if not a nonentity, 
viz. plaftic (pirit of the world; for who is it 
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either knows that there is a plaftic fpirit, or 
what it is, or how this can any way ferve his 
purpofe ? 

He then proceeds to fcripture inftances of 
witches, &c. and where I thought it needful, I 
have, as I faid, (hewed my diflent from his judg- 
ment He accounts it unreafonable to be held 
to the proof of his definition of a witch, which 
he makes to confift in a covenant with the devil ; 
and choofes rather a tedious procefs about a pif- 
tol to defend him from it, which indeed is one 
particular way whereby murder has been com- 
mitted, and fo the doer becomes culpable. But 
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mankind, and for his real and true intereft. As 
you fee it convenient, put him in mind, that the 
glory of God is the end why mankind was made, 
and why he hath fo many advantages to it : that 
the flames we have feen, threatening the utter 
extirpation of the country, muft owe their origi- 
nal to thefe dangerous errors (if not herefies) 
which, if they remain unextinguished, may and 
moft likely will be afted over again : that it is 
more honour to own an error in time, than tena- 
cioufly after full conviftion to retain it. But 
if our author will again vindicate fuch matters, 
pleafe to acquaint him, that I fhall not any 
more receive his papers, if I may not copy 
and ufe tliem ; and that when he does, inftead 
of fuch abftrufe matters, I ftill pray his deter- 
mination in thofe things I have his promife 
for. And thus begging pardon for thus long 
detaining you, I am, fir, yours to command, 

R. C. 

Bofton, March 18, 1694. 

T^ the MinifterSy whether Engli/h^ French or Dutch. 

I, having had not only occafion, but renewed 
provocation, to take a view of t^e myfterious 
doftrines which have of late been fo much con- 
tefted among us, could not meet with any that 
had fpoken more, or more plainly, the fenfe of 

7 
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thofe doArines (relating to witchcraft) than the 
Rev. Mr. C. M. ; but how clearly and confid- 
ent, either with himfelf or the truth, I need not 
now fay, but cannot but fuppofe his ftrenuous 
and zealous afierting his opinions has been one 
caufe of the difmal convulfions we have here 
lately fallen into. Suppofing that his books 
of Memorable Providences relating to iVitchcraft^ 
as alfo his IVonders of tke Invijible tVorld^ did 
contain in them things not warrantable, and 
very dangerous, I fent to him a letter of quo- 
tations out of thofe books, &c. that fo, if it 
might have been, I might underftnnd what tol- 
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give you, when I have firft acquainted you what 
the do<5lrines were which I fent to him for his 
concurrence with, or confutation of, and to 
which I had his promife, as above. 

Thefe by way of queftion, viz. Whether that 
fourth head, cited and recommended by himfelf 
(in IVonders of the Inviftble World) of Mr. Gaule, 
ought to be believed as a truth ; which runs 
thus: "Among the moft unhappy circumftances 
to convi<5l a witch, one is maligning and op- 
pugning the word, work and worfhip of God, 
and feeking by an extraordinary fign to feduce 
any from it. Deut. xiii. i, 2. Matt. xxiv. 24. 
j£fs xiii. 8, 10. 2 T/w. iii. 8. Do but mark 
well the places ; and for this very property of 
thus oppofing and perverting, they are all there 
concluded arrant and abfolute witches." 

And if in witchcraft the devil by means of a 
witch does the mifchief, how is it poflible to dit 
tinguifh it from pofleflion ? both being faid to 
be performed by die devil ; and yet, without an 
infallible diftin<5lion, there can be no certainty in 
judgment. And whether it can be proved that 
the Jewifh church, in any age before, or in our 
Saviour's time, even in the time of their greateft 
apoftacy, did believe that a witch had power to 
commiflion devils to mifchief? 

So much to the queftions. Thefe were fent 
as my belief: That the devil's bounds are fet. 
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that he cannot pafs; that the devils are (o full 
of malice, that it cannot be added to by man- 
kind ; that where he hath power, he neither can 
nor will omit executing it; that it is only the 
Almighty that fets bounds to his rage, and tliat 
only can commiflion him to hurt or deftroy. 
And now I fhall give you the fummary account 
of his four fheets above mentioned, as near as 
memory could recoUeft, in ten particulars. 

I. That the devils have in their natures a 
power to work wonders and miracles; particu- 
larly that the pharifees were not miftaken in 
aflerting that the devils might be caft out by 
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were before reftrained by the Almighty, the de- 
fired mifchiefs ordinarily (hall as certainly be 
performed, as if the witch had lodged poifon in 
the bowels of her neighbour, or had fet maftifF 
dogs on them. 

7. That the witches art of applying the Plat 
tic Spirit of the world to unlawful purpofes does 
naturally contribute to the mifchiefs done by the 
Devil. 

8. That that God which reftrained an Abim- 
elech and a Laban from hurting, does alfo re- 
ftrain the witch from calling upon or improving 
the devil, when he will not have his power fo 
exerted. 

9. That to have a familiar (pirit, is to be able 
to caufe a devil to take bodily (hapes, whereby 
either to give refponfes, or to receive orders for 
doing mifchief 

10. That this is the judgment of moft of the 
divines in the country, whether Englrfh, Dutch, 
or French. 

This, as I (aid, I took to be the moft material 
in the four ftieets fent to me as his belief, and is 
alfo all the performance he has yet made of his 
feveral promifes ; which ten articles being done 
only by memory, left through miftake or want 
of the original I might have committed any 
errors, I fent them to him, that, if there were 
any, they might be reftified : but inftead of fuch 
an anfwer as might be expecfted from a minifter 
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i a learned gentleman, one mn W. fhewed 
: a letter writ by Mr. C. M. to himfelf, which 
night read, but neither borrow nor copy, and 
if I were minded, could give but a fliort ac- 
Lint of it. 

And parting over his hard language, which, 
I am confcious to myfelf I never deferved, 
lating to my writing in the margin of the 
iv (heets, and to thefe ten articles) fo I hope I 
LJerftand my duty better than to imitate him 
retorting the like. Among his many words 
,his faid letters, I meet with two fmall ob- 
itions; one is againft the word mtrack in the 
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and where are we then ? His anfwer is. Where ! 
Even juft where we were before, fay I : fo that 
it feems the only offence here is at my ufing his 
words. His fecond objeftion (for weight) is 
againft the whole ninth article, and wonders how 
it is poflible for one man fo much to mifunder- 
ftand another ; yet, as I remember, he, fpeaking 
of the witch of Endor, in the faid four fheets, 
fays, fhe had a familiar fpirit, and that a fpirit 
belonging to the invifible world, upon her call- 
ing, appeared to Saul, &c. and if fo, it is certain 
he gave refponfes/ He alfo tells of Balaam, 
that it was known that' he could fet devils on 
people to deftroy them ; and therefore how this 
objeftion fhould bear any force I fee not The 
reft of the objecftions are of fo fmall weight, that 
once reading may be fufficient to clear them up ; 
and if this be not fo, he can, when he plcafes, 
by making it publick, together widi the margins 
I writ, convince all people of the truth of what 
he aflerts. But here it is to be noted, that the 
2d, 3d, 4th and 5th articles he concedes to, as 
having nothing to objeft againft them, but that 
they are his belief; and that the 6th and 7th he 
puts for anfwer to an objeftion which he thus 
frames, viz. If the devil have fuch powers, but 
cannot exert them but by permiflion from God, 
what can the witch contribute thereto? 

And thus I have faithfully performed what I 
undertook ; and do folemnly declare, I have not 
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itionally in the leaft wronged the gentleman 
lerned, nor defigned the leaft bleniifli to his 
Itation; but if it ftands in competition with 
jlory of God, the only almighty being, his 
and his [people's welfare, I fuppofe thefe 
[valuable to be trampled on for his fakcj 
in other things I am ready to my pow- 
lough with denying (bme part of my own 
[eft) to ferve him. Had this gentleman de- 
|d or detraded his four ftieets, I fee not but 
liight tiave done it, and which I think there 
jcaufe enough for him to have done ; but to 
ftieets. and at the fame time to diA 
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fight, and rifes at the touch, of the fuppofed 
witch ; as alfo by the afflifted or poflefled giving 
account who is the witch. 

Touching thefe, my belief is, that 'tis highly 
derogatory to the wifdom of the wife Lawgiver, 
to aflert, that he has given a law by Mofes, the 
penalty whereof is death, and yet no direftion 
to his people, whereby to know and dete<5l the 
culpable, till our triumvirate, Meflrs. Perkins, 
Gaule and Bernard, had given us their receipts ; 
and, that that fourth head of Mr. Gaule, being 
fo well proved by fcripture, is a truth, and con- 
tains a full and clear teftimony who are witches 
culpable of death, and that plainly and from 
fcripture, yet not excluding any other branch, 
when as well proved by that infallible rule ; and, 
that the going to the afflifted or poflefled, to 
have them divine who are witches by their 
fpeftral fight, is a great wickednefs ; even the 
fin of Saul (for which he alfo died) but with 
this difference, the one did it for augury, or to 
know future events ; the other, in order to take 
away life ; and, that the fearching for teats, the 
experiment of their faying the Lord's prayer, 
the falling at the fight and rifing at the touch 
of the fuppofed criminal, being all of them 
foreign from fcripture, as well as reafon, are 
abominations to be abhorred and repented of; 
and, that our Salem witchcraft, either refpeft- 
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ing the judges and juries, their tendernefs of life, 
or the muhitude and pertinency of witneiTeSj 
both afflifted 2ind confeflbrs, or the integrity of 
the hiilorians, is as authentic, and made as cer- 
tain, as any event of that kind in the world. 
And yet who is it that now fees not through it, 
and that thefe were the fentiments that have pro- 
cured the foreft afflidion and moft lafting in* 
fatny, that ever befel this country, and moft like 
fo ro do again, if the fame notions be ftill enter- 
tained ■? and, finally, that thefe are tiiofe laft 
times, of which the Spirit f[>eak5 expreflly, Tm, 
iv. 1 ? 
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work of Omnipotency. So alfo, he that fhall 
commiflion or empower to thefe, muft alfo be 
almighty; and I think it not a {ufficicnt falvo, to 
fay they may be reftrained by the Moft High ; 
and hope you will not put any hard conftruftion 
on thefe my endeavours to get information (all 
other ways failing) in things fo needful to be 
known. Praying the Almighty's guidance and 
proteftion, I am 

Yours to the utmoft of my power, 

R.C. 

Bojton, Sept. the 20/A, 1695. 
Mr. Samuel Willard, 
Reverend Sir^ 
My former, of March the 18th, direcfted to 
the Minifters (and which was lodged with your- 
felf) containing feveral articles which I fent as 
my belief, praying them if I erred to (hew it me 
by fcripture, I have as yet had no anfwer to, 
either by word or writing, which makes me 
gather that they are approved of as orthodox^ or 
at lead that they have fuch foundations as that 
none are willing to manifeft any oppofition to 
them; and therefore, with fubmiflion, &c. I 
think that that late feafonable and well-defigned 
dialogue, intituled. Some Mifcellaneous Obferva^ 
tiofJSy &c. of which yourfelf is the fuppofed 
author, and which was fo ferviceable in the time 
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of it, is yet liable to a mal-conftruftion, even to 
the danger of reviving what it moft oppoies, 
and of bringing thofe pra<5lices again on foot, 
which in the day of them were fo terrible to 
this whole country. The words, which I fup- 
pofe fo liable to mifconftruAion, are, p. 14, B. 
tVho informed them ? S. ^he fpeffre. B. rery 
good^ and thafs the devil turned informer. How 
are good men like to fare^ againft whom be hath 
particular malice? It is but a prefumption^ and 
wife men will weigh prefumptions againft prefump^ 
tions. There is to be no examination without 
grounds of fufpicion. Some perfons credit nothing to 
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fuch as the devil's accufations may faften upon ; 
and that the devil's accufation of a perfon is a 
prefumption againft them of their guilt ; and 
that, upon fuch prefumptions, they may be had 
to examination, if the juftice counts them per- 
fons of ill fame ; for the author I fuppofe knows 
that the bare examination will leave fuch a (lain 
upon them (and it would be well if their pofter- 
ity efcaped it!) as the length of a holy and un- 
blamable life will be found too (hort to extir- 
pate. And if the juftice may go thus far with 
the devil's evidence, then the addition of a ftory 
or two of fome cart overfet, or perfons taken 
fick after a quarrel, might as well be thought 
fufficient for their commitment, in order to their 
trial, as 'tis called, (though this too often has 
been more like a ftage play, or a tragicomic 
fcene) and fo that other ways ufeful book may 
prove the greateft fnare to revive the fame prac- 
tices again. 

Thefe things being fo liable, as I faid, to fuch 
mal-conftruftion, it were needful that men might 
be undeceived, and the matter more fully 
demonftrated, viz. That the devil's accufation 
is not fo much as any prefumption againft the 
life or reputation of any perfon ; (for how are 
good men like to fare, if his malicious accufa- 
tions may be taken as a prefumption of their 
guilt ?) and, that his accufations, as they are no 
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efumption againH: perfons of unspotted fame, 
neither are to be heard, or anyways regarded, 
ainft perfons though othcrways of ilt life, 
uch lefs for their having long fince had their 
mcs abufed by his outcries, or by the malice 

ill neighbours ; and, that juftice knows no 
Serence of perfons; that, if tliis evidence be 
fficicnt to bring one pcrfon, 'tis fo to bring any 

cr, to examination, and confecjuently to the 
mod extent of odium which fuch examination 
11 certainly expofe them to ; for who can 
low any other, but that as the one may be 

licioufly accufed by devils and a deviliih re- 
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mended unto the Miniflers of the gofpel to improve the fpecial 
advantages which are in their hands, to obtain and preferve the 
knowledge of fuch notable occurrences as are fought out by all that 
have pleafure in the great works of the Lord. 

3. The things to be cflecmcd memorable, are fpecially all un- 
ufual accidents in the heaven, or earth, or water; all wonderful 
deliverances of the diftrelTcd ; mercies to the godly ; judgments on 
the wicked ; and more glorious fulfilments of either the promifes or 
threatenings in the fcriptures of truth ; with apparitions, pofTefTions, 
enchantments, and all extraordinary things, wherein the exigence 
and agency of the Invifible World is more fenfibly demonflrated. 

4. It is therefore propofcd, that the Miniflers throughout this land 
would manifeft their pious regards unto the works of the Lord, and 
the operation of his hands, by reviving their cares to take written 
accounts of fuch Remarkables ; but ftill well attefted with credible 
and fuflicient witneflcs. 

5. It is defired that the accounts, thus taken, of thefe remark- 
ables, may be fent to the Prefident or Fellows of the college, by 
whom ihcy fliall be carefully rcfcrvcd for fuch a ufe to be ma<le of 
them, as may by fomc fit affcinbly of Miiiifters l>e judged moft con- 
ducing to the glory of God, and the fervice of his people. 

6. Though we doubt not that love to the name of God will be a 
fuflicient motive to all good men to contribute what afTiftance they 
can unto this undertaking ; yet, for further encouragement, fome 
fingular marks of refpe6l fhall be ftudied for fuch good men, as will 
a6lually afltft it, by taking pains to communicate any important paf- 
fages proper to be inferted in this colleilion. 

Increase Mather, Pres. 

James AUen^ John Le*verette^ 
Char, Morton^ Will, Brattle^ 
Sam. Willard, Neb. Walter, 
Cotton Mather, 



Fellows. 



Cambridge, March 5, 1694. 



Note. — It is known that Dr. Tncreafe Mather defigned to pub- 
lifh a book concerning things rare and wonderful, occurring around 
him. It would feem from this circular addrefled to the clergy, 
that he was defirous of coUefting materials for the work. 
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Here being an encouragement to all good 
a to fend In fuch remark ables as are therein 
jrcfleil, I have fent in the following; not 
t I think them a more fenfible tkmonftra- 
n of the being of a future ftate (with rewards 
1 puni{hments) or of angels good and bad, 
. than the fcriptures of truth hold forth, &c, ; 
than any of thoft other demonft rations God 
h given us ; for this were treacheroufly and 
fidioufly to quit the poft to the enemy. The 
ducee, deift and atheift would hereby be put 
a condition fo triumphantly to deny the exift- 
:e and agency thereof, as that a few ftories 
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new northern bell, which, when it was up, the 
firft perfon, whofe death it was to fignify, was 
faid to be a child of him, who, by printing and 
fpeaking, had had as great a hand in procuring 
the late adlions as any, if not the greateft ; and 
the fplitting the gun at Salem, where that furious 
marlhal, and his father, &c. were rent to pieces, 
&c. As to all thefe, it muft be owned, that no 
man knows love or hatred by all that is before 
him, much lefs can they be more fenfible demon- 
ftrations of the exiftence and agency of the in- 
vifible world, than the (criptures of truth afford, 
&c. though tlie rich man in the parable might 
think otherwiie, &c. who was feeking to fend 
fome more fenfible demonftrations thereof to 
his brethren, &c. In that tremendous judg- 
ment of God upon this country, by the late 
amazing profecution of the people here, under 
the notion of witches; whereby twenty fufFered 
as evil doers, (befides thofe that died in prifon) 
about ten more condemned, and a hundred im- 
prifoned, and about two hundred more accufed, 
and the country generally in fears when it would 
come to their turn to be accufed; and the prof- 
ecution and manner of trial fuch, that moft 
would have chofen to have fallen into the hands 
of the barbarous enemy, rather than (under that 
notion) into the hands of their brethren in 
church fellowfhip; and, in (hort, was fuch an 
8 
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tion as far exceeded all that ever this coun- 
13th laboured under — 
fet in this mount God is feen. When it was 

bad with this diftrefTed people, a full and a 
Jen Hop is put, not only without, but againft, 

inclination of many; for out of the eater 
|e forth meat; thofe very accufers, which had 
improved as witnefles againft fo many, by 
I providence of the Moft High, and perhaps 
Ided with malice, are left to accufe thofe in 

high efteem, both magi ft rates and minifters, 
[uilty of witchcraft; whicli ftiewed our rulers, 

neceflity lay upon them to confound that 
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that fin of going to the devil, &c. as the rife 
and foundation of thofe punifhments. 

And thus, reverend, I have, as I underftand 
it, performed my duty herein, for the glory of 
God, and the well-being of men. And for my 
freedom ufed in this and former writings, relat- 
ing to the adlors in this tragedy, I (hall not 
apologize, but give you the words of one to 
whom fome can afford the title of venerable 
(when he is arguing for that which they have 
undertaken to afTert, though at other times more 
diminutive epidiets mufl ferve) ; it is the rever- 
end mr. R. Baxter, in his book, the Cure of 
Church Divijions^ pages 257, 258. " But [I pray 
you mark it] the way of God is to fhame the 
finner, how good foever in other refpedls, that the 
fin may have the greater fhame, and religion 
may not be afhamed, as if it allowed men to fin: 
nor God, the author of religion, be difhonoured; 
nor others be without the warning : but the way 
of the devil is, to hide or juflify the fin, as if it 
were for fear of difparaging the goodnefs of the 
perfons that committed it ; that fo he may here- 
by difhonour religion, and godlinefs itfelf, and 
make men believe it is but a cover for any 
wickednefs, and as confiflent with it as a loofer 
life is, and that he may keep the finner from re- 
penting, and blot out the memory of that warn- 
ing which fhould have preferved after ages from 
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ike falls. Scripture fhamcth the profeflbrs 
lugh a DaviJ^ a Sobmon^ Peter^ Noab^ ar Lot) 
tlie religion profeft may not be afhamed, 
indicated. Satan would preferve the honour 
bofeflbrs, that the religion prof e fled may bear 
lamc; and fb it may fall on God himfclf," 
now that all that have had a hand in 
Ihorrid and bloody praflices may be brought 
^ve glory to God, and take the due {hame to 
ifelves; and that our watchmen may no 
feck to palliate, (inuch lefs give thanks 
iTuch, &c. thereby making them their own) 
1 that the people may no longer perifh for 
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Almighty that fets bounds to his rage, and that 
only can commiffion him to hurt and deftroy, 
&c. But inftead of fuch an anfwer as was 
prom i fed and juftly expedled, you were pleafed 
to fend me a book, which you fince called an 
ungainfayable one; which book till lately I have 
not had opportunity (b fully to confider. And 
to the end you may fee I have now done it, I 
have fent to you fome of the remarkables con- 
tained in the (aid book, intituled, " Tke Certainty 
of the fVorld of Spirits,'' written by Mr. R. B. 
London, printed 1691. It is therein conceded 
(preface) that to fee devils and fpirits ordinari- 
ly would not be enough to convince atheifts. 
Page 88, Atheifts are not to be convinced by 
ftories; their own fenfes are not enough to con- 
vince them any more than fenfe will convince a 
papift from tranfubftantiation. (D. Laderd.) P. 
4, No ipirit can do any thing but by God's will 
and permiflion. Preface, 'Tis the free will of 
man that gives the devils their hurting power; 
and without our own confent they cannot hurt 
us. It is aflerted, p. 222, 223, That it is a per- 
verfe oppofition of popery which caufes many 
proteftants not to regard the benefits we receive 
by angels. And minifters are faulty, that do not 
pray and give thanks to God for their miniftry; 
and that negledb to teach believers, what love 
and what thanks they owe to angels. P. 225, 
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Moft good people look fo much to God and to 
minifters, that they take little notice of angels^ 
wJiich arc God's great minifters, P. 234, The 
author dares not, as fome have done, judge the 
cathoHck church to become antichriilian idola- 
ters, as foon as they gave too much worfliip to 
faints and angels. P. 7^ The bleffed fouls (hall 
be like the angeK therefore may appear here, P, 
3, 4, 'Tis hard to know whether it be a devil or 
a human foul tliat appears, or whether the foui 
of a good or a bad perfon; p, 61, or the foul of 
fome dead friend that fufFers, and yet retains 
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vince atheifts, and confirm believers, and to 
prove the operation of (pirits. P. 232, To help 
men to underftand that devils make no fmall 
number of laws, and rulers in the world, and are 
authors of mod of the wars, and of many fer- 
mons, and of books that adorn the libraries of 
learned men. P. 6, 102, The devil's lying with 
the witch is not to be denied, and is more to ex- 
ercife the luft of the witch than of the devil, 
who can alfo bring in another witch without 
opening the door, and fo perform it by one 
witch with anotlier. P. 105, Witches can raife 
ftorms, fell winds, &c. as is commonly affirmed. 
P. 107, In America it is a common thing to fee 
(pirits, day and night. P. 95, 96, 97, no. 
Stories of a child that could not be cured of 
witchcraft, becaufe the ember-weeks were paft; 
vomited a knife a fpan long, cart nails, &c. and 
neither eat nor drank, fifteen days and nights 
together; a long piece of wood, four knives, and 
two (harp pieces of iron, every one above a (pan 
long, taken out of the ftomach, &c. hair, ftones, 
bones, vomited, &c. a thoufand pounds of blood 
loft by one perfon in a year's time. P. 250, A 
ftory that makes the author think it pofTible that 
fuch great things, as he mentions, (hould be got- 
ten down and up people's throats. P. 164, Par- 
tial credibility (poils many a good ftory. P. 125, 
The devil's fubftance enters into the po(re(red. 
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174, Diftraded are pofTefled. R 149, A fick 
^an^ while fhe lay in bed^ went to fee hci 
^rcm R 153, A dog appeared like a fly or a 
R 165, Some knowing agents dired thun- 
lorms, though the author knows not who; 
that they fo often fall on churches, he knows 
why, P. 2, 80, mn I. M. and mn C. M. 
in mended, together with Bod in, &c. P. 237, 
rifpian, if through ignorance he beheves not 
t he faith, may be a chriftlan, 
1 this, fir, I fuppofe tliat if I have not 
nged the fenfe of the author in the places 
ted (which I tnift you (hall not find I have 
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and faints, if that were fo innocent as not to ren- 
der them antichriftian idolaters; and that, p. 4, 
if admitted, will feem to lay an ungainfayable 
foundation for the pagan, Indian and diabolift's 
faith, by telling us it is beyond our fearch to 
know how far God leaves the devils to free will, 
to do what they pleafe, in this world, with a fuf- 
penfion of God's predetermination ; which if it 
were a truth, what were more rational than to 
oblige him that has fuch power over us? The 
atheifts alfo would take encouragement if it were 
granted that we cannot know how far God fut 
pends his predetermining motion: they would 
thence affirm, we as little know that there is a 
predetermining motion, and confequently wheth- 
er there be a God, and p. 165 would abundant- 
ly ftrengthen them, when fuch a learned, ex- 
perienced and highly-efteemed chriftian (hall 
own that he knows not who it is that governs 
the thunder-ftorms : for it might as well difcover 
ignorance, who it is that difpofes of earthquakes, 
gun-fhot, and afflidlions that befal any, with the 
reft of mundane events. I defign not to remark 
all that in the book is remarkable, fuch as the 
departed fouls wandering again hither to put 
men upon revenge, &c. favouring fo much of 
Pythagoras's tranfmigration of fouls, and the 
feparation of the foul from the body without 
death, as in the cafe of her that went to fee her 
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children, while yet ftie did not ftir out of her 
bed, which fcems to be a new fpeculation; un- 
lefs it determines in favour of tranfubftantiation, 
that a body may be at the fame time in feveral 
places. Upon the whole, it is ungainCiyable, 
that that book, though fo highly extolled, may 
be jnftly expected to occafion tlie ftaggering of 
the weak, and the hardening of unbelievers in 
ttieir infideUty, And it feems amazing, tliat you 
ftiould not only give it fuch a recommendation, 
but that you Ihould fend it to me, in order (as I 
take it) to pervert me from the belief of thofe 
fundamental do<5lrinals fabove recited) thoujrli I 
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cil of Carthage, taking notice that the chriftian 
dodlors did converfe much with the writings of 
the heathens for the gaining of eloquence, for- 
bad the reading of the books of the gentiles ; 
yet it feems this was only a bill without a penal- 
ty, which their fucceflbrs did not look upon to 
be binding. He that (hould in this age take a 
view of the fchools, might be induced to believe 
that the ages fince have thought, that without 
fuch heathen learning a man cannot be fo ac- 
complifhed, as to have any pretence to academ- 
ick literature ; and that the vulgar might not be 
without the benefit of fuch learning, fome of 
their difciplcs have taught them to fpeak Eng- 
lifh, which has given me the opportunity to fend 
you thefe following verfes. 

Virg. Bucolicks — Eel, 1 3. 
Sure love is not the caufe their bones appear \ 
Some eyes bewitch my tender lambs, I fear. 

Ed. 8. 
For me thefe herbs in Pontus, Mjcris chofe ; 
There ev'ry powerful drug in plenty grows ; 
Transformed to a wolf I often Macris faw, 
Then into fhady woods himfelf withdraw : 
Oft he from deepefl fepulchres would charm 
Departed fouls \ and from another's farm, 
Into his own ground, corn yet (landing take. 
Now from the town my charms bring Daphnis back. 
Vanquifh^d with charms, from heaven the moon defcends, 
Circe with charms transformed Ulylfes* friends ; 
Charms in the field will burft a poilbnous fnake. 
Now from the town, &c. 
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0*vid*s Meiant, Lib, 7. 
Her arms thrice turns about, thrice weu her crown 
With gathered dew, thrice yawns, and kneeling down. 
Oh night I thou friend to fecrets I you, clear fires. 
That with the moon fucceed when day retires ; 
Great Hecate thou know*ft, and aid imparts. 
To our deiign, your charms and magick arts : 
And thou, oh earth, that to magicians yields 
Thy powerful Hmples ; air, winds, mountains, fields. 
Soft murmuring iprings, dill lakes, and rivers clear. 
Ye gods of woods, ye gods of night, appear ; 
By you, at will, I make fwift dreams retire 
To their firft fountain, while their banks admire ; 
Seas rough make fmooth \ clear (kies with clouds deform \ 
Storms turn to calms, and make a calm a ftorm. 
With fpelb and charms, I break the viper*s jaw. 
Cleave fulid rocks, oaks from their filTures draw ; 
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doftrine, yet as illuftrations thereof. Cafes of 
Conference concerning iVitchc. page 25 : Remark- 
able Providences^ page 250. This perhaps might 
be the caufe that in England, a people otherwife 
fober and religious, have for fome ages in a 
manner wholly refufed admitting thofe not fo 
educated to the work of the miniftry. Such 
education and praflice have fo far prevailed, that 
it has been a means of corrupting tlie chriftian 
world, almoft to that degree as to be ungainfay- 
able ; for though there is reafon to hope that 
thefe diabolical principles have not fo prevailed 
(with multitudes of chriftians)as that they afcribe 
to a witch and a devil the attributes peculiar to 
the Almighty; yet how few are willing to be 
found oppofing fuch a torrent, as knowing that 
in fo doing they (hall be fure to meet with 
oppofition to the utmoft, from the many, both 
of magiftrates, minifters and people ; and the 
name of fadducee, atheift, and perhaps witch 
too, caft upon them moft liberally, by men of 
the higheft profeflion in godlinefs ; and if not 
fo learned as fome of themfelves, then accounted 
only fit to be trampled on, and their arguments 
(though both rational and fcriptural) as fit only 
for contempt. But though this be the deplor- 
able dilemma, yet fome have dared from time to 
time (for the glory of God, and the good and 
fafety of men's lives, &c.) to run all thefe rifks. 



LITTERS TO 



d that God who has (aid. My glory I will mt 
/& another^ is able to p rote A thofe diat arc 
ind doing their duty herein againft all oppofcrs ; 
|[1, however otherways contemptible, can make 
ufeful in his own hand, who has fometinies 
3fen the weakeft inftruments, that his power 

be the more illuftrious, 
lAnd now, reverend fir, if you are conicious to 
lurfelf, that you have, in your principles or 
liflices, been abetting to fuch grand errors, I 
pnot fee how It can confift with Sincerity, to 
fo convinced in matters (b nearly relating to 
glory of God, and lives of innocentSj and at 
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you than that which we have preached unto you^ let 
him be accurfed. I hope you will not mifcon- 
ftrue my intentions herein, who am, reverend fir, 
yours to command in what I may, R. C. 

To the Minijiers in and near Bojion. 

Jan. 12, 1696. 

Chriftianity had been but a (hort time in the 
world, when there was raifed againft it, not only 
open profeft enemies, but fecret and inbred 
underminers, who fought thereby to efFedl that 
which open force had been fo often baffled in. 
And notwithftanding that primitive purity and 
fincerity, which in fome good meafure was ftill 
retained, yet the cunning deceivers and apoftate 
hereticks found opportunity to beguile the un- 
wary, and this in fundamentals. 

Among others which then fprung up, with 
but too much advantage, in the third century, 
the maniche did (pread his peftiferous fentiments, 
and taught the exiftence of two beings, or caufes 
of all things, viz. a good and a bad : but thefe 
were foon filenced by the more orthodox dodlors, 
and anathematized by general councils. And 
at this day the American indians, another fort of 
maniche, entertaining (thus far) the fame belief, 
hold it their prudence and intereft to pleafe that 
evil being, as well by perpetrating other murders, 
as by their bloody facrifices, that fo he may not 
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frm them. The iron teeth of time have now 
fnoft devoured the name of the former ; and 
to ttie latter, it is to be hoped that as chrifti- 
lity prevails among them, they will abhor fuch 
tominable belief 

And as thofe primitive times were not privi- 

1 againil the fpreading of dangerous herefy, 

neither can any now pretend to any fuch 

limunity, though profcfling the enjoyment of a 

[imitive purity* 

Might a judgment be made from the books 

the modern learned divines, or from the prac- 

Le of courts, or from the faith of many who 
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Are thefe the expreflions of orthodox believ-> 
ers ? or are they not rather expreflions becoming 
a maniche, or a heathen, as agreeing far better 
with thefe than with the facred oracles, our only 
rule ? the whole current whereof is fo diametri- 
cally oppofite thereto, that it were almoft endlefs 
to mention all the divine cautions againft fuch 
abominable belief; he that runs may read, Ps. 
Ixii. 11, and cxxxvi. 4. Lam. iii. 37. Jmos iii. 6. 
yer. iv. 22. Ps. Ixxviii. 26, and clxviii. 6, 8. 
yob xxxviii. 22 to 34. 

Thefe places, with a multitude more, do 
abundantly tefl:ify, that the afltrters of fuch pow- 
er to be in the evil being, do Ipeak in a dialed 
different from the (criptures, (laying a firm foun- 
dation for the indians' adorations, which agrees 
well with what A. Rofs fets forth, in his Miftag. 
Poetic, p. 116, that their ancients did worftiip 
the furies and their god Jverinci, that they 
might forbear to hurt them.) 

And have not the courts in fome parts of the 
world, by their praftices, teftified their concur- 
rence with fuch belief; profecuting to death 
many people upon that notion, of their improv- 
ing fuch power of the evil one, to the raifing of 
ftorms ; afflifting and killing of others, though 
at great diftance from them ; doing things in 
their own perfons above human ftrength; de- 
ftroying cattle, flying in the air, turning them- 

9 
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felves into cats, dogs, &c. ? which by the way 
muft needs imply fomething of goodnefs to be 
in that evil being, who, tliougli he has fuch pow- 
er, would not exert it, were it not for this peo- 
ple, or elfc that they can fome way add to this 
mighty power, 

And are the people a whit behind in their be* 
lief? Is there any thing above mentioned, their 
ftrong faidi looks upon to be too hard for this 
evil being to efFe<9: ? 

Here it will be anfwered, God permits it. 
Which anfwer is fo far an owning the doftrine, 
that the devil has in his nature a power to do 
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wrought by men than by angels good and bad. 
Though this doftrine be (o di (honourable to the 
only Almighty Being, as to afcribe fuch attri- 
butes to the evil one, as are the incommunicable 
prerogative of him, who is the alone Sovereign 
Being, yet here is not all; but, as he that (leers 
by a falfe compafs, the further he fails the more 
he is out of his way; (b, though there is in 
fome things a variation from, there is in others a 
further progre(rion in, or building upon, tlie faid 
doftrine of the maniche. 

Men in this age are not content barely to 
believe fuch an exorbitant power to be in the 
nature of this evil being; but have imagined 
that he prevails with many to fign a book, or 
make a contraft with him, whereby they are 
enabled to perform all the things above men- 
tioned. Another account is given hereof, viz. 
That by virtue of fuch a covenant they attain 
power to commi(rion him. And though the 
two parties are not agreed which to put it upon, 
whether the devil empowers the witch, or the 
witch commi(rions him; yet both parties are 
agreed in this, that one way or other the miC- 
chief is e(Fe6l:ed, and fo the criminal becomes 
culpable of death. In the fearch after fuch a 
fort of criminals, how many countries have 
fallen into fuch convuKions, that neither the 
devaftations made by a conquering enemy. 
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r tlie plague itfclf, have been {o formidable, 
t not only good perfons Iiave thus been 
fmifhed in their reputations, but much inno- 
[\t blood hath been fhed, is teftified even by 
3fc very books: Cafes of Confcknce^ p. 33- 
marhiibk Pr&vid p, 179. Memor. Provide p. 

And (to add) what left can be expefted, 
len men, having taken up fuch a belief, of 
venanting, affli (fling and killing witches, and, 
mparing it witli the fcripture, finding no toot- 
ps therein of fuch a fort of witch, have 
ereupon defperately concluded, that though 
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ftrength, are (with Samfon) led blindfold into 
an idol temple, to make fport for enemies 
and infidels, and to do abominable aftions, not 
only not chriftian, but againft even the light of 
nature and reafon ? And now, reverend fathers, 
you who are appointed as guides to the people, 
and whofe lips (hould preferve knowledge ; who 
are fet as (hepherds, and as watchmen; this 
matter appertains to you. I wrote to you 
formerly under this head, and acquainted you 
with my fentiments, requefting that if I erred, 
you would be pleafed to (hew it me by fcripture ; 
but from your filence I gather that you approve 
thereof For I may reafonably prefume, that 
you would have feen it your duty to have 
informed me better, if you had been fenfible of 
any error. But if in this matter you have 
acquitted yourfelves becoming the titles you are 
dignified with, you have caufe of rejoicing in 
the midft of calamities that afflift a finning 
world. 

Particularly, if you have taught the people to 
fear God, and truft in him, and not to fear a 
witch or a devil — That the devil has no power 
to afflict any with difeafes, or lofs of cattle, &c. 
without a commifiion from the Mod High — 
That he is fo filled with malice, that whatever 
commiflion he may have againft any, he will 
not fail to execute it — That no mortal ever 
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or can be, able to coinmifllon him, or to 
then his chain in the leaft, ami that he 

only can commiffion him is God; and 

the fcriptures of truth not only afiign the 
tfhment of a witch, but give fufficient rules 
letetft them by; and that, according to mr, 
[le's fourth head, a witch is one that hates 

oppofes the word, work and worfhip of 
L and feeks by a fign to feducc therefrom 
^'hat tliey who are guilty according to that 
are guilty of witchcraft, and by the law 
[n to Mofes were to be put to death: — If 

have taught the people the neceflity of 
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without witchcraft, as pretending to a fign in 
order to deceive in matters of fo high a nature 
— That 'tis ridiculous to think, by making 
laws againft feeding, employing or rewarding 
of evil {pirits, thereby to get rid of them — 
That their nature requires no fticking to fup- 
port it — That it is a horrid injury and barbarity 
to fearch thofe parts, which even nature itfelf 
commands the concealing of, to find fome ex- 
crefcence to be called a teat for thefe to fuck; 
which yet is (aid fometimes to appear as a flea- 
bite: — Finally, if you have taught the people 
what to believe and praftife, as to the probation 
of the accufed, by their faying or not faying the 
Lord's prayer, and as to praying that the afflifted 
may be able to accufe, and have not (hunned in 
thefe matters to declare the whole mind of God ; 
you have then well acquitted yourfelves (in time 
of general defeftion) as faithful watchmen. But 
if, inftead of this, you have, fome by word and 
writing propagated, and others recommended, 
fuch doftrines, and abetted the falfe notions, 
which are fo prevalent in this apoftate age, it 
is high time to confider it. If when authority 
found themfelves almoft nonpluft in fuch profe- 
cutions, and fent to you for your advice what 
they ought to do,* and you have then thanked 
dicm for what they had already done (and 

* Cafes of Confcience, vh. 
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by encouraged them to proceed in thofc 
by-paths already fallen into) it fo much the 

nearly concerns you. Ezek. xxiii, 2 to 8. 
i conclude: This whole people are invited 
commanded to humble their fouls before 

as for other caufes, for the errors that may 

been fallen into in thefe profecutions on 
r hand, and to pray that God would teach 
hat wc know not, and help us wherein we 

done amifs, that wc may do fo no more.* 
us more immediately concerns yourfelves ; 
lis not fuppofed to be intended, that God 
d ftiew us thefe things by infpiration ; but 
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men afcribe the power and providence of the 
Ahnighty to the word of his creatures — that if 
other ages or countries improve the doftrine and 
examples given them, either to the taking away 
of the life or reputations of innocents, you are 
well fatisfied. Which, that there may be no 
(hadow of a reafon to believe but that your 
condudl herein miy remove all fuch jealoufies, 
and that God would be with you in declaring 
his whole mind to the people, is the earneft 
defire and prayer of, reverend firs, yours to my 
utmoft, R. C. 

Mr. Benjamin Wadsworth, 
Reverend Sir^ 
After that dreadful and fevere perfecution of 
fuch a multitude of people, under the notion of 
witches, which, in the day thereof, was the foreft 
trial and affliftion that ever befel this country; 
and after many of tlie principal adlors had de- 
clared their fears and jealoufies, that they had 
greatly erred in thofe profecutions ; and after 
a folemn day of fading had been kept, with 
prayers that God would fliew us what we 
knew not, viz. what errors might therein have 
been fallen into, &c. ; and after moft people 
were convinced of the evil of fome, if not of 
mod, of thofe aftions ; at fuch a time as this, 
it might have been judly expedled that the 
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lifters would make it their work to explain 
fcriptures to the people; and from thence to 
c fhown them the evil and danger of thofe 
i^ notions, which not only gave fome occa- 
i, but in a blind zeal hurried them into thofe 
varran table pradlices, fo to prevent a falling 
> the like for the future. 
3ut inftead of this, for a minifter of the 
pel (paftor of the old meeting) to abet fuch 
ions, and to ftir up the magiftrates to fuch 
fecutions, and this without any cautions 
en, is what is truly amazing, and of mo ft 
gerous confequence. 
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to aflert that it is the inquirer's work to difprove 
it. And his faying further, in anfwer, that 
there are many things true, that are not aflerted 
in fcripture, feems to (peak this language, viz. 
that the law of God is imperfeft, in not defcrib- 
ing this crime of witchcraft, though it be there- 
in made capital. 

Thefe perfeft oracles inform us, concerning 
Ahab, that he fold himfelf to work wickednefs; 
which may fignify to us, that great height of 
wickednefe he had arrived at; which yet might 
be, without his being properly, or juftly, ac- 
counted a witch ; any more than thofe that are 
faid to have made a covenant with death, and 
with hell, &c. Can it be thought that all thofe, 
or fuch as are there fpoken oi\ are witches, and 
ought to fuffer as witches ? 

As the fervants and people of God have 
made a folemn, explicit covenant with him, 
{yo/h. xxiv. 25. Nehem. ix. 38, &c.) fo no 
doubt a covenant has been made by heathen 
indian nations, to ferve and adore the devil; 
yet even for this, it were very hard to afBx the 
charadler of a witch upon each of thofe heathen 
that fo do, and accordingly to execute them as 
fuch. It is alfo poflible, that fome that have 
been called chriftians have fealed a writing, 
figned with their own blood, or otherways, there- 
by covenanting to be the devil's fervants, &c. 
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[from far other grounds, or inducements, 

^haC fways with the Indians ; thcfc heathen 

ig to pleafe him, that fo he may not harm 

But thefe having been educated and 

Jrmed in the belief, that by virtue of fuch 

jnant they {hall have a knowledge and 

L*r more than human affifting them ; this 

[have prevailed with fome to fo horrible a 

Icdneft ; for none can feek evil for evil's 

but as the ferpent, in his firfl tempting 

made ufe of tlie knowledge of gootl and 

Co to teach men that fuch effeds do 

lly follow fuch covenant is properly the 
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to the late dangerous notion that has fo much 
prevailed, viz. That the devil appears to the 
perfons ; that they and the devil make mutual 
engagements each to other, confirmed by fign- 
ing to the devil's book; and are from hence 
enabled, not only to know futurities, and things 
done at a diftance, but are alfo thereby empower- 
ed to do harm to their neighbours, to raife ftorms, 
and do things above and againft the courfe of 
nature. This being the notion that has occa- 
fioned the (hedding fo much blood in the world, 
it may be thought to need explaining. 

For as reafon knows nothing of an afflifting, 
covenanting witch, fo it feems as foreign from 
fcripture in general, as it is from the text then 
infifted on ; which fpeaks of fuch wickednefles 
as are manifeftly the works of the flefh: but 
fuch communication with (pirits, the flefh doth 
manifeftly dread even as death itfelf There- 
fore the ufual falutation of the holy angels to 
the befl of men was, fear not ; and experience 
fhews, that the mofl wicked are mofl affrighted 
at the apprehenfions of the appearances of 
devils; therefore fuch an explicit covenanting 
cannot be a manifefl work of the flefh. 

Yet this is manifefl, that the belief of the 
witches power to do the things above mentioned, 
is an ancient belief of the heathen ; and that 
from them it was received by the papifls, as a 
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>f their faith, who have lince improved 
it and brought in the notion of a cove- 
But it feems yet a further improvement, 
made by proteftants, that fuch witches 
lommifllon devils to do thofe mifchiefs, 
U fctting the witch in the place of God ; 
tough few of the papifts are known to be 
jibfurd^ yet when fuch doftrines have been 
led and printed in New-England, they 
I met with none to oppofe, but many to 
[rage them. Other confiderable additions^ 
Iw improvements, liave been made here; 
art to knock off invifible chains with the 
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ing broad, as being given forth by the Omni- 
fcient Lawgiver, it is exceeding high prefumption 
and arrogance, and highly deftruftive to the lives 
of innocents, for any to pretend to give another, 
and a pretended better, defcription of a crime 
made thereby capital, with new rules to try fuch 
offenders by. 

Reverend fir, the matter, being of fuch high 
concern, requires (and it is again prayed) that 
you would be pleafed to confider, and give the 
grounds from fcripture, or reafon, of fuch defini- 
tion ; or elfe that you would explode it, as in- 
confiftent with both. From, reverend fir, yours 
to my utmoft, R. C. 



PART III, 



ACCOUNT OF THE DIFFERENCES 

IN 

SALEM VILLAGE. 




Grounds of Complaint againji Mr. Parris^ ^f .* 

HE reafons why we withdraw from 
communion with the church of 
Salem Village, both as to hearing 
the word preached, and from par- 
taking with them at the Lord's 
table, are as follows : 

Why we attend not on publick prayer, and 
preaching the word, thefe are, 

1. The diftrafting and difturbing tumults, and 
noifes, made by the perfons under diabolical 
power and delufions ; preventing fometimes our 

• Some alterations have been made in the reading of the 
** Grounds of Complaint,** in order that it may conform to the 
original court documents. 
lO 



DIFFERENCES IN 



ing, underftanding, and profiting by, the 
|l preached. We, having after many trials 
I experiences found no redrefs in this cafe, 
linted ourfelves under a nccefTity to go 
re we might hear the word in quiet. 

The apprehenfion of danger of ourfelves 

accufed as the devil*s inftruments to affiid 

berfons complaining, we fteing tliofe, whom 

(ave reafon to efteem better tlian ourfelves, 

accufed, blemiflied, and of their lives be- 
ul: for we feeing this evilj thought it our 
lencc to withdraw. 

We found fo frequent and pofitive preach- 
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vifible world : differing from the opinion of the 
generality of the orthodox minifters of this 
whole country. 

2. His eafy and ftrong faith and belief of the 
affirmations and accujfations, made by thofe they 
call the afflifted. 

3. His laying afide that grace (which above 
all we are required to put on) viz. charity 
towards his neighbours, and efpecially towards 
thofe of his church, when there is no apparent 
reafon for the contrary. 

4. His approving and praftifing unwarranta- 
ble and ungrounded methods, for difcovering 
what he was defirous to know referring to the 
bewitched or poflefled perfons, as in bringing 
fome to others, and by and from them pre- 
tending to inform himfelf and others, who were 
the devil's inftruments to afflidt the fick and 
pained. 

5. His unfafe and unaccountable oath, given 
by him againft fundry of the accufed. 

6. His not fending to the world fo fair (if fo 
true) account of what he wrote on examination 
of the afflidled. 

7. Sundry unfafe, if found, points of dodlrine, 
delivered in his preaching, which we efteem not 
warrantable (if chriftian.) 

8. His perfifting in thefe principles, and jufti- 
fying his praiftices ; not rendering any (atisfaftion 
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fent to you (my beloved flock) the following 
particulars, in way of contribution towards a re- 
gaining of chriftian concord, if fo be we be not 
altogether unappeafeable, irreconcileable, and fo 
deftitute of that good fpirit, which is firft pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be entreated, 
James iii. 17. viz. 

1. In that tlie Lord ordered the late horrid 
calamity (which afterward plague-like (pread in 
many other places) to break out firft in my 
family, I cannot but look upon as a very fore 
rebuke, and humbling providence, both to my- 
felf and mine, and defire fo we may improve it 

2. In that alfo in my family were fome of 
both parties, viz. accufers and accufed, I look 
alfo upon as an aggravation of that rebuke, as 
an addition of wormwood to the gall. 

3. In the means which were ufed in my 
family, though totally unknown to me or mine 
(except fervants) till afterwards, to raife (pirits 
and apparitions in no better than a diabolical 
way, I do alfo look upon as a further rebuke of 
Divine Providence. And by all, I do humbly 
own this day, before the Lord and his people 
that God has been righteoufly fpitting in my 
face. Numb. xii. 14. And I defire to lie low 
under all this reproach, and to lay my hand on 
my mouth. 

4. As to the manageq;ient of thefe myfteries. 
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ar as concerns myfelf, I am very defirous 
1 further light to own any errors I have 
nn fallen into» and can conic to a difcerning 
in the mean while I do acknowledge, upon 
-confiderations, that were the fame troubles 
:i, (which the Lord of his rich mercy forever 
ent) I (hould not agree with my former 
ehenfions in all points. As for inflance, 

I queftlon not but God fometimcs fufFers 
devil, as of late, to afflift in fhape of not 

innocent, but pious perfons; or fo to delude 
enfes of the afflifted, that they ftrongly con- 
their hurt is from fuch perfons, when indeed 


1 
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knows all things moft perfedlly ; however, 
through weaknefe or fore exercife, I might fome- 
times, yea, and poffibly fundry times, unadvifedly 
exprefs myfelf. 

6. As to feveral that have confefled againft 
themfelves, they being wholly ftrangers to me, 
but yet of good account with better men than 
myfelf, to whom alfo they are well known, I do 
not pafs fo much as a fecret condemnation upon 
them ; but rather, feeing God hath fo amazingly 
lengthened out fatan's chain, in this moft formi- 
dable outrage, I much more incline to fide with 
the opinion of thofe that have grounds to hope 
better of them. 

7. As to all that have unduly fuffered in thefe 
matters, either in their perfons or relations, 
through the clouds of human weaknefs, and 
fatan's wiles and fophiftry, I do truly fympa- 
thize with them ; taking it for granted, that 
fuch as know themfelves clear of this great 
tranfgreffion, or that have fufficient grounds fo to 
look upon their dear friends, have hereby been 
under thofe fore trials and temptations, that not 
an ordinary meafure of true grace would be 
fufficient to prevent a bewraying of remaining 
corruption. 

8. I am very much in the mind, and abun- 
dantly perfuaded, that God, for holy ends, though 
for what in particular is beft known to himfelf. 
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fufferetl the evil angels to delude us on both 
ds ; but ho\v far on the one fide, or the other, 
nuch above nie to fay; and if we cannot 
>ncile till we come to a full difcerning of 
fe things, I fear we fhall never come to an 
cement, or at fooneft not in this world, 
). Therefore, in fine, the matter being fo dark 

perplejted, as that diere is no pre fen t appear- 
e that all God's fervants rtiould be altogether 
one mind in all circumftuncesj touching the 
e, I do moil heartily, fervently and humbly 
!ech pardon of tiie merciful God, through the 
pd of Chrift, for all my mifl:akesand trefpaiTcs 
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all hands forgive each other heartily, fincerely 
and thoroughly, as we do hope and pray that 
God for Chrift's fake would forgive each of 
ourfelves, (^MatL xviii. 21, to the end.) Qolofs. 
iii. 12, 13, ¥ut on therefore (as the ele£l of Gody 
holy and beloved) bowels of mercies^ hindnefs^ hum- 
blenefs of mind^ meekncfs^ longfuffering : forbear^ 
ing one another ^ and forgiving one another ^ if any 
man have a qtiarrel againfl any \ even as Chrifl 
forgave you^ fo alfo do ye, Eph. iv. 31, 32, Let 
all bitternefsy and anger^ and clamour^ and evil^ 
fpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice. 
j4nd be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted^ for* 
giving one another even as God for Chrijl's fake 
hath jorgiven you. Amen. Amen. 

Samuel Parris. 

Given to the diflenting brethren, for their confideration, at their 
requeft. November 26, 1694. 

7he Elders and 3Ieffengen of the churches met at 
Salem Fillage, Jpril 3, 1695, to confider and 
determine what is to be done, for the compofure 
of the prefent unhappy differences in that place ; 
after folemn invocation of God in Chrijl for 
his dire^ion, do unanimoufly declare, as follow^ 
eth, viz. 

1. We judge that although in the late and 
dark time of the confufions, wherein fatan had 
obtained a more than ordinary liberty, to fift this 



4 DIFFERENCES IN 

intation^ there were fundry unwarrantable and 
comfortable fteps taken by nir, Samuel Parris, 
t paftor of the church in Salem Vilhget then 
der the hurrying diftratftions of amazing afflic- 
ns: yet the faid mr, Parris, by the good hand 
God brought unto a belter fenfe of things, 
th fo fully expreft it, that a chriftian charity 
ly and fhould receive fatisfaftion therewith^ 
2. Inafmuchas divers chriftian brethren, in the 
urch of Salem Village, have been oflFcnded at 
\ ParriSj for his condu(5l in the time of their 
Acuities, which have diftrefled them ; we now 
vife tliem charitably to accept the iatisfaflion 
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ing for it, the faid brethren cannot fo far over- 
come the uneafinefs of their fpirits, in the 
remembrance of the difafters that have happened, 
as to fit under his miniftry, we advife the church 
with all tendernefs to grant them admiffion to 
any other fociety of the faithful, whereunto they 
may be defirous to be difmifled. GaL vi. i, 2. 
Pfal. ciii. 13, 14. Job xix. 21. 

4. Mr. Parris having, as we underftand, with 
much fidelity and integrity acquitted himfelf, in 
the main courfe of his miniftry, fince he hath 
been paftor of the church of Salem Village ; 
about his firft call whereunto, we look upon all 
contefts now to be both unreafonable and unfea- 
fonable ; and our Lord having made him a 
bleffing to the fouls of not a few, both old and 
young, in this place, we advife that he be ac- 
cordingly refpected, honoured and fupported, with 
all the regards that are due to a painful minifter of 
the gofpel. 1 Ihefs. v. 12, 13. 1 Tim. v. 17. 

5. Having obferved that there is in Salem 
Village a fpirit full of contention and animofity, 
too fadly verifying the blemifti which hath here- 
tofore lain upon them ; and that fome complaints 
againft mr. Parris have been either caufelefs or 
groundlefs, or unduly aggravated ; we do, in the 
name and fear of the Lord, folemnly warn them 
to confider whether, if they continue to devour 
one another, it will not be bitternefs in the latter 
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Ind; and beware left the Lord be provoked 
hereby utterly to deprive them of thofe which 
[ley fliould count their precious and pleafant 
liings, and abandon them to all the defolations 
If a people that fin away the mercies of the goC- 

=L yamcs ill. i6, GaL v, 15. 2 Sam, ii* 26, 

V. 45. MaiL xxi. 43, 
6. If the diftempers in Salem Village ihould 
|e (which God forbid) fo incurable, that mn 
rarris, after all, find that he cannot with any 
lomfort and ftrvice continue in his prefent 
ption, his removal from thence will not expofe 

im to any hard chara<5ler with us; nor, we 
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bold once more to trouble you with our humble 
propofals : — That whereas there have been long 
and uncomfortable differences among us, chiefly 
relating to mr. Parris; and we having, as we 
apprehend, attended all probable means for a 
compofure of our troubles : and whereas we 
had hopes of an happy iffue, by your endeav- 
ours among us, but now are utterly fruftrated in 
our expeftations, and that inftead of uniting, 
our rent is made worfe, and our breach made 
wider : 

We humbly query, whether yourfelves, being 
ftraightened of time, might not omit fuch fat- 
isfadlory liberty of debating the whole of our 
controverfy; whereby yourfelves had not fo 
large an opportunity of underftanding the cafe, 
nor the offended fo much reafon to be fatisfied 
in your advice : We therefore humbly propofe, 
and give full liberty of proving and defending 
of what may be charged on either hand, leaving 
it to yourfelves to appoint both time and place, 

1 . That if yourfelves pleafe to take the trou- 
ble, with patience once more to hear the whole 
cafe. 

2. Or that you will more plainly advife mr. 
Parris (the cafe being fo circumftanced that 
he cannot, with comfort or profit to himfelf 
or others, abide in the work of the miniftry 
among us) to ceafe his labours, and feek to 
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difpofe himfclf elfewhcrc, as God in his provi- 
dence may dired; and tliat yourfeivcs would 
plcafe to help us in adviHng to fuch a choice, 
wherein we may be more unanimous; which 
we hope would tend much to a compofure of 
our differences. 

3. Or that we may without any oflfence take 
the liberty of calling fome other proved minifter 
of the gofpel, to preach the word of God to us 
and ours ; and that we may not be denied our 
proportionable privilege, in our public difburfe- 
ments in the place. 

So leaving the whole cafe with the Lord and 
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word of the Lord, which he kept not : and alfo 
for afking counsel of one tliat had a familiar 
(pirit, to inquire of it ; and inquired not of the 
Lord ; therefore he flew him," &c. 

Some part of the determination of- the Elders and 
Mejfengers of the churches^ met at Salem ViU 
lage^ Jpril 3, 1695, relating to the differences 
there. 

If the diftemper in Salem Village fliould be 
(which God forbid) fo incurable that mr. Parris, 
after all, find that he cannot with any comfort 
and fervice continue in his prefent flation, his 
removal from thence will not expofe him to any 
hard charafter with us, nor, we hope, witli the 
reft of the people of God, among whom we live. 
Matt X. 14, Jnd whofoever Jhall not receive you^ 
nor hear your words ; when you depart out of that 
houfe^ or city^ fliahe off the dufi of your feet^ ^c. 
Adls xxii. 18. All which advice we follow with 
our prayers, that the God of peace would bruife 
fatan under our feet. Now the Lord of peace 
give you peace always, by all means, &c. 

S^e^. Whether Mr. Parris's going to Abi- 
gail Williams and others, whom he fuppofed to 
have a fpe<5lral fight, to be informed who were 
witches and who afflided thofe pretended fuf- 
ferers by witchcraft, in order to their being 
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ueftioned upon their lives upon it, were not 
turning after fuch as had familiar fpirits; and 
greater wickedncfs tlian Saut was guilty of, in 
lat he did not intend thereby bodily hurt to 
ly others? 

And whether, in a crime of fuch a high na- 
ire, the making a fleiuler and general confeffion, 
ithout any propofals of reparations, or due 
me for probation, ought fo far to be accounted 
ifficient, from fuch a pa ft or to his people ? 

And whether fuch as were accufed, or the fur- 
iving friends and relations of thofc that were 
fiy ways fufferers by accu fat ions fo by him 
mwd^yj^iiwlurv^n^tx>n(^^ 
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they conceive they ought not to hear mr. Parris, 
nor to own him as a minifter of the gofpel, nor 
to contribute any fupport to him as fuch, for 
feveral years paft; humbly offered as fit for 
confideration. 

We humbly conceive that having, in April, 
1693, given our reafons why we could not join 
with mr. Parris in prayer, preaching, or facra- 
ments ; if thefe reafons are found fufficient for 
our withdrawing, (and we cannot yet find but 
they are) then we conceive ourfelves virtually 
difcharged, not only in confcience, but alfo in 
law; which requires maintenance to be given to 
fuch as are orthodox, and blamelefe; the faid 
mr. Parris having been teaching fuch dangerous 
errors, and preached fuch fcandalous immorali- 
ties, as ought to difcharge any (though ever fo 
gifted otherways) from the work of the miniftry. 

Particularly in his oath againft the lives of 
feveral, wherein he fwears that the prifoners with 
their looks knock down thofe pretended fufFer- 
ers. We humbly conceive, that he that fwears 
to more than he is certain of, is equally guilty of 
perjury with him that fwears to what is falfe. 
And though they did fall at fuch a time, yet it 
could not be known that they did it, much lefs 
could they be certain of it ; yet did fwear pofi- 
tively againft the lives of fuch, as he could not 
have any knowledge but they might be innocent 
11 
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[is believing the devil's accufations, and 

Hly departing from all charity to perfons, 

i of blamelefs and godly lives, upon fuch 

jeftions ; his promoting fuch accufations ; as 

his partiality therein, in ftifling the accufa* 

IS of fome, and at the fame time vigilantly 

[moting others, as we conceive, are juftcaufes 

jour refufal, &c. 

"hat mr. Parris's going to Mary Walcut, or 

fgail Williams, and di reding others to them, 

:now who afflifled the people in their illneflP- 

' we underftand this to be a dealing with them 

It have a familiar i|3irit, and an implicit deny- 
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be any ways obliged to honour, refpect and fup- 
port fuch an inftrument of our miferies ; praying 
God to guide your honours to act herein as may 
be for his glory, and the future fettlement of 
our village in amity and unity. 

John Tarboll, \ 

Samuel Nurfty f Attorneys for the people 
Jos. Putman^ \ of the village. 

Dan.jfndreuuy J 
Bofton, July II, 1697. 

According to the order of the aforefaid arbi- 
trators, the faid mr. Parris had fome of his 
arrears paid him, as alfo a fum of money for 
his repairs of the minifterial houfe of the faid 
village, and is difmifled therefrom. 

Note. — Writers have generally fuppofed that Mr. Parris, after 
his difmiflion from Salem Village, removed to Concord, Maffachu- 
fetts. But it is now certain that he received a call to preach in 
Stowe, by the inhabitants of that town, Nov. 29, 1697, and on the 
4th of January, 1698, the Selc6lmen were ordered " to make a rate 
of ten pounds for Mr. Parris, our prefent minifter." He is 
faid to have preached in Concord, Mafs., in 1705. It is certain 
that he commenced preaching in Dunflable in October, 1708, and 
continued to preach in that town three years. He died in Sudbury, 
Feb. 27, 1720, aged 67 years. 
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LETTERS 
OF A GENTLEMAN UNINTERESTED, 

ENDEAVOURING TO PROVE THE RECEIVED OPINIONS 
ABOUT WITCHCRAFT TO BE ORTHODOX. 




TOLD you I had fome thoughts 
concerning witchcraft, and an inten- 
tion of conferring with the gentle- 
man who has publifhed feveral trea- 
tifes about witchcraft, and perfons 
affli<5led by them, lately here in New-England ; 
but fince you have put thofe three books into 
my hands, I find myfelf engaged in a very hard 
province, to give you my opinion of them. I 
plainly forefee, that fhould this (cribbling of mine 
come to public view, it would difplease all parties, 
but that is the leaft. Moreover it is fo far out of 
my road to fet my thoughts to confidcr a matter 
on every fide, which in itfelf is fo abftrufe, and 
every ftep I advance therein, if I mifs truth 
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hich is a narrow and undivided line) I muft 
nble down lieadlong into the gulph of dan- 
ous error. Ytrt, notwithftanding, I have 
ced niyfelf to fend thefe few hnes, if fo be I 
y clear to you a truth you now feem to be 
.tnded at, becaufe of the ill confequcnces which 
m think) lately have and again may be drawn 
m it, by die ill condud of fome men. I am 
ignorant that the pious frauds of tlie ancient^ 
i the inbred fire (I do not call it pride) of 
ny of our modern, divines, have precipitated 
in to propagate and maintain truth as well as 
Hioodsj in fuch an unfliir manner, as has given 
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not therefore conclude (i.) that there are no 
witches ; (2.) or that witches cannot be convided 
by fuch clear and undeniable proof, as the law 
of God requires in the cafe of death ; (3.) or 
that a witch fo convifted ought not to be put to 
death. 

1. That there are witches, is manifeft from 
the precept of Mofes, Tkou flialt not fuffer a witch 
to live. Exod. xxii. 18. For it is certain God 
would not have given a vain and unintelligible 
law, as this muft be, of putting witches to death, 
if there are no witches. But you object, that 
this doth not anfwer our cafe, for we have formed 
another idea of witches than what can be gath- 
ered from the fcriptures; you quote four places, 
viz. Dent. xiii. Matt. xxiv. j£t$ xiii. 2 Tim. iii. 
from all which you infer, that witchcraft is a 
maligning and oppugning the word, works and 
worfhip of God, and by an extraordinary fign 
feeking to feduce any from it ; and this you 
readily grant. But then you fay. What is this 
to witches now a days, who are faid to have 
made an explicit covenant with the devil, and to 
be empowered by him to the doing of things 
ftrange in themfelves, and befides their natural 
courfe? This you fay does not follow; and 
herein indeed confifts the whole controverfy; 
therefore it is neceflary, that firft of all we clear 
this point, laying afide thofe prejudices we may 
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e from the fatal application of this dodrine 
fomc who were (in your judgment) really, at 
ft in law, and before men^ innocent. In a 
rd, we are feeking after truth, and truth /hall 
1 will be truth, in (j)ite of men and devils, I 

not repeat this caution to foreftall you to 
ieve tlie dodrinc of witchcraft, as it is above 
ined^ witliout inquiring into the rcafon and 
th of it; only I defire you to inquire into it, 
a thing doubtful* For no man can be certain 
a negative, unlcfs either the aftinnativc imply 
ontradicSion, or he can prove it by certain tef- 
lony ; to neither of which you pretend ; only 
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(ant with men. God is true, and whatever 
is contained in facred writ is true; if we poor 
(hallow mortals do not comprehend the manner 
how, that argues only our weaknefs and igno- 
rance in this dark prifon of flefh, wherein we are 
enclofed during our abode in this vale of mifery, 
but doth not in the leaft infringe the verity of 
fcripture ; it is fufficient that we undoubtedly 
know they have appeared unto men in bodily 
(hape, and done their errand they were fent on 
from God. Now if good angels have appeared, 
why may not bad ? Surely the devils, becaufe 
fallen and evil, have not therefore loft the nature 
of angels; neither is there any contradiction 
in their appearing in a bodily (hape, now after, 
any more than before, their fall. But you will 
fay you muft allow of the appearances of good 
angels, becaufe of the fcripture teftimony ; but 
not of bad, feeing there is no place of fcripture 
that clearly proves it. Matt, iv, The words in 
the go(pel do as plainly fignify the devil's out- 
ward appearance to our Saviour, when he was 
tempted, as can be exprefPd; And when the tempt- 
er came to him he faid — but he anjwered. The 
fame form St. Luke ufeth to fignify the appear- 
ance of Mofes and Elias, in the transfiguration : 
jfnd behold there talked with him two men; for 
what follows, ver. 31, who appeared, is ufed to 
fignify (not their appearance, but) the manner 
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|penrance in gr^ai glory. But you 

jhat it is very eafy to be under ft oodj 

and Eli as did appear, becaufe they 

bodies ; but that it is unintelligible 

the devilj being a fpirit, can appear, 

lig a fubftance void of all dimcnfions; 

ic words in the hiftory muft not be 

literal fenfe. Do not miftake: though 

jophers are of opinion (which whcdicr 

is all one to our prefent argument) 

|t's fubftance is extentled, and hath, 

jth, breadth and depth, a fourth di^ 

eflcntial {jniTuude; yet the fame 

I that pure fubftance is perceptible by 

Ifenfes; on the contrary, they tell us, 

are clothed with veiiicles, ;. e. they 

I CO certain portions of matter, which 
lit move and adtiiate. Now this we 
Ijed as impoftible, becaufe we cannot 

II the formal reafon, how a f])irit a(5ts 
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Creator, who has ordered fuch a (pecies of think- 
ing creatures, by a catholic law, to be united to 
fuch portions of matter, fo and fo difpofed ; or, 
if you will, in the vulgar phrafe, to organized 
bodies; and that there Ihould be between them 
and the feveral bodies they are united to a mu- 
tual reaftion and paflion. Now you fee how 
little we know of the reafon of that which is 
mod near to us, and mod certain, viz. the foul's 
informing the body ; yet you would think it 
a bad argument, if one fhould, as fome have 
done, conclude, from this our ignorance, 
that there was nothing in us but matter ; it is 
no othcrways than to deny a fpirit's acting a 
vehicle. The plained and mod certain tilings 
when denied are harded to be proved; there- 
fore the axiom faith well, contra principia^ i^c. 
There are fome certain truths, which are rather 
to be explained to young beginners than proved, 
upon which all (cience is built ; as every whole 
is more than its part; and of this fort I take 
thefe two following: i. That there are two fub- 
dances, corpus and mens^ body and fpirit, alto- 
gether different, for the ideas we have of tliem 
are quite didindl. 2. That a fpirit can adtuate, 
animate or inform a certain portion of matter, 
and be united to it ; from whence it is very evi- 
dent, that the devil, united to a portion of mat- 
ter (which hereafter Til call a vehicle) may fall 
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the cognizance of our fenfes, and be con- 
^t with us in a bodily fhape. Where then 

reason or need to run to a metaphorical 
jrced interpretation, when tlie words are fa 
land the literal fenfe iniplieth no contradic- 
lor any greater difficulty ttian (as has been 

fhtit arifeth from the union of the foul and 

which is moft certain '? Now after all to 
tod will not permit the tievil fo to appear, 
l^eg the quellion, without faying any thing 

preceding argument ; and it is agiiinft the 
>f alnioft all mankind; for in all ages, and 
kces, there have been many wiin^ncs of the 
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mediately from the devil, and whatfoever a 
poflefled perfon does, or fuffers, beyond his natural 
power, he is enabled by the daemon fo to do; 
or, to fpeak more properly, it is the dxmon who 
adleth the fame, as is plain from St. Mark's rela- 
tion of tliis paflage, v. 2 v. A man with an 
unclean fpirit. 3 v. And no man could hind him^ 
no^ not with chains. 6 v. But when l:e faw Jefus 
afar off, he came and wor/hiped him; and the 
same he^ 7 v. faid / adjure thee by God that thou 
torment me not ; and 9 v. My name is Legion^ for 
we are many. 10 v. And he befought him much^ 
that he would not fend them away out of the coun- 
try. It is manifeft from hence, that it was not 
the poor man who was pofleft, but the devils 
who poflefled hhn, by whom the chains had 
been plucked afunder, and tlie fetters broken in 
pieces. Now here is divine tefthnony, that the 
devils have adtuated a human body to the doing 
of things beyond the natural ftrength of that 
body, as it was Amply united to its human foul : 
how much more then can the devil adtuate any 
other portion of Ample matter, earth, air, fire 
or water, and make it a fit organ for himfelf to 
aft in! 

But enough of this already: let us rather 
inquire how the devil enters into the body of 
the pofleft, to move it at his pleafure. This I 
think he cannot do as a mere (pirit, or by any 
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lib ftriA union with the human foul; for 

It cafe he is only a tempter or feducer» 

filing above hunian ftrength can be done: 

re there being fomething performed (the 

broken) by a farce which could not pro- 

iTrom human ftrength, it neceflhrily follows 

; devils entered into the poffeft, other- 

ualrfied them as a mere fpirii; he did not 

nthout fome portion of matter, to which 

Is united, by the Intermedium whereof 

led upon and aftuated the human body. 

if it is fa id that tlie devil entered as a 

Ifpirit, and immediately adled upon and 
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what if you and I cannot agree about this notion 
of pofleflion, muft we therefore rejedt the truth 
itfelf, and run to a far-fetched and intolerable 
fenfe of the words? No, our opinions do not 
alter the nature of things ; it is certain there 
were perfons pofleft, and it is as certain that the 
devil entered into them, either with or without a 
vehicle; it is all one which part of the contra- 
didlion you take, the confequence is the fame, 
viz. That the devil doth ad immediately upon 
matter. 

There is another acceptation of the word 
pofleflion in fcripture, (J^s xvi. 17) where one 
is faid to be poflefl: with a (pirit of divination, 
the word commonly ufed to the priefl:efs of 
Apollo, who gave refponfes; and it feems this 
damfel was fuch an one, for flie brought her 
mafl:ers much money, or gain, by foothfaying, 
till they were full of tlie god. Now if the hif- 
tory of them be true, that they were demented, 
and knew not themfelves what they uttered, (as 
they word it,) their cafe is not different, but the 
fame with the foregoing; but if they underfl:ood 
what they fpoke, then had they familiar fpirits, 
whereof there is frequent mention made in the 
old teftament, and one good king is commended 
for having cut off them that had fuch ; therefore 
I think the meaning of the word was very obvi- 
ous in his time ; neither was it ever controverted 
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g joined with any other name than fpirit, 
liar, one of our own family; that is, oft, 
y day convcr&nt with us, and almoft ever 
y upon call to attend us. But the confider- 
1 of them, who have familiar fpirits, falleth 
?r the head of witchcraft, which we are to 
ider in the third place. 

Witchcraft, to inquire into the fcripture 
3n of it, and compare wliether it be the 
: with that above defined. The cabalifticlc 
ling woukl be of great ufe in this fearch, 
cifFord us much light; there is little doubt 
that there arc many great truths not com* 
l^known^^AmWni^Saviou^xn^l^^ 
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explicit compadt, or covenant, with the devil. 
For clearing of the firft, we will confider the 
four places above cited, wherein a witch is called 
a falfe prophet, a falfe Chrift, a forcerer, a refifter 
of the truth, and is faid to fhew figns to feduce 
the people to feek after other gods : whence let 
us note three things, i. That thofe terms, witch, 
falfe Chrift, falfe prophet and forcerer, are all 
fynonimous, i. e. fignify the fame thing. 2. 
That a witch doth do things ftrange in thern- 
felves, and beyond their natural courfe : for it 
were moft ridiculous to alledge that our blefled 
Saviour, when he faid, tkere fliall arije falfe 
Chrifis^ and fhall flicw great ftgm and iiondcrs^ in 
fo much that {if it were pofftble) they flwuld deceive 
the very eleSf^ meant that cunning cheats (hould 
arife, and (hew legerdemain tricks; the words 
will in no wife bear it, and I believe you are 
far from thus interpreting them ; fo it is manifeft 
they fignify not a feigned, but a real, doing of 
things beyond their natural courfe; therefore the 
forceries of Elymas and Simon were not fimple 
delufions, but real effeifls, that could not have 
been produced by phyfical caufes in the ordinary 
courfe of nature. 3. That the end of the 
witches' (hewing thefe (igns, is to feduce the 
people to feek after other gods; from which 
premifes I infer, that the witches have the power 
of doing thofe wonders, or ftrange things, im- 
12 
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ately from the devil : they are without the 
k of nature, and therefore above human 
;r, and no mere man can effedl them ; the 
I then who does them muft have the power 
oing them from another; but who is the 
'? God will not give his teftimony to a 
and to fay God did at any time empower a 
I to work wonders, to gain belief to the 
ine of devils, were with one breath to de- 
root and branch of alt revealed religion ; 
: cannot be, it is only God's permiffion, who 
^th his people, whether they love him with 
leir heart and with all their fouL There- 
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witch, and poflefe it. The demoniacs in the 
gofpel are fuch whom the devils invade by main 
force, their foul having no further command of 
their bodies, which are fubjeifled to the will of 
the devils ; whofe end is to wound and torment 
thofe miferable creatures, to throw them into the 
fire, and into the water : but the witch, who 
likewife is poflefled, is not treated in fuch an 
outrageous manner; his daemon is tame and 
familiar unto him, and fuffers him for a time to 
live quietly, without any further moleftation, 
than prompting him to do his utmoft endeavour 
to. withdraw men from God ; he is not bereaved 
of his fenjfes as the poor lunatic, but is confcious 
of all he does, and willeth all his crimes : he 
receiveth power from the devil to do wonders, 
and doth them to ferve the devil's turn. There- 
fore there muft be a covenant, an exprefs cove- 
nant, between the devil and him, viz. that he 
fhall obey the devil and ferve him, and that the 
devil (hall both enable him fo to do, and alfo 
reward him for fo doing; for if there is no con- 
trad: between them, how comes the witch to 
know he has a fupernatural power? or how can 
he fo peremptorily pretend to do that which is fo 
much above his natural power, not knowing he 
has a fupernatural one enabling him to do the 
fame ? There can be no doubt but there was a 
very intimate commerce between fatan and him 
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is called by St. Paul thou child of the 
1, not as other unholy men, but in an efpeclal 
ler, as being the enemy of all righteoufnefs, 

would not ceafc to pervert the right ways 
le Lord, It is not to be fuppofed that he 
ed into this fo near a relation with fatan, with 
:h he is ftigmatized, that others may beware 
im, without his own knowledge and confenL 

is not this a covenant, an exprefs covenant, 
lis part^ to ferve the devil inceflantly; and 
he devil's, to empower him to ai5t his force- 
flrherewith he bewitched the people "? Now 
,nk I have from icripturc fully fatifHed you 




■ 
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aflurance of aid and protedtion from him againft 
their enemies. This the devil imitateth by fet- 
ting up of oracles among the heathen, to which 
all the kings, nations and mighty conquerors 
upon earth, did come, and paid their humbleft 
adoration to the god (as the devil blafphe- 
moufly called himfelf) of the temple, in which 
they were imploring his diredtion and afTiftance 
in their doubtful and profperous afFairs. Again, 
God inftituted fieri fices to put men in mind of 
their duty to the Creator, to whom they owe all 
things, even themfelves; but the devil is not 
contented with the bare imitation hereof; the 
acknowledgment and worfhip he receiveth from 
tlie deluded world is not enough, tliough they 
offer up unto him innumerable hecatombs, un- 
lefs they caufe their children to pafs tlirough the 
fire unto him, to whom no facrifice is fo well 
pleafing as that of human blood. And there is 
no reafon to think, that now, under the economy 
of the gofpel, the devil hath left off to vie with 
God, and thereby to enfnare men. No, it is 
rather to be feared that his kingdom doth now 
more prevail ; for by how much the light is 
greater, fo much greater is their condemnation 
who do not receive it: it is rcafonable to fup- 
pofc that (feeing the Son of God, when he came 
to tranfadt with men the wonderful covenant of 
tlieir redemption, took upon him their nature, 
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was perfeft man) the devil like wife doth 
terfcit the fame, in appearing in an human 
! to them who receive him, and confederate 
felves with him^ and become his vafTals, 
Confider, it is not probable that thofc falfe 
les mentioned, 2 Cor. xi, 13, erred only in 
nonies or circumftances, or that dieir errors* 
gh great, did proceed rather from their ig- 
ice than from the perverfenefs of their minds. 
\ iii, 15, Forj for fuch we may have char- 
nd hope, that God will be merciful unto 
., if diey fincerely do the beft diey know, 
gh diey difTent in fome, nay many tilings, 
th^D^dyce^am^belie^o^th^ch^^ 







A GENTLEMAN, &C. 183 

greateft, faying, this man is the great power of 
God; therefore he could not brook that Peter 
or John fhould have a greater power than him- 
felf ; but offered them money, that on whomfo- 
ever he laid hands, he (that perfon) fhould re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoft; which fhews him, who 
thus defigned to make merchandife of the Spirit, 
though baptized, to have been no true believer, 
but ftill a forcerer, in the gall of bitternefs, and 
in the bond of iniquity. Such were thofe de- 
ceitful workers, who, not being able barefaced 
to refift, did put on chriftianity as a mafk, that 
they might undermine the truth, and introduce 
the dodrines of devils. Samaria and Paphos 
were not the only two places where the devil 
had fuch agents ; there was no part of the earth 
where his kingdom was not eftablifhed, and 
where he had not his emiflaries before the preach- 
ing of the gofpel ; and fince the text telleth us 
he hath his minifters, who imitate their matter, 
by being transformed into the apoftles of Chrift, 
as he himfelf is transformed into an angel of 
light: whofe defign, in being thus transformed, 
cannot be to impofe upon the Almighty; for 
whatever (hape he appears in, he cannot hide 
his uglinefs from the eyes of him who is omni- 
fcient ; therefore he appeareth thus in the fhape 
of an angel of light, either to tempt and feduce 
the blefled fpirits to rebel againft God, or to en- 
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^e wicked men, who by tlieir heinous crimes 

Jng lovers of themfelves, covetous, boafters^ 
likl, blafphemers) were before difpofed to be 
inflruments to ferve him, and to enter into 
fue with him. Surely I, who am ignorant 
[he laws by which the intelledual worhl is 
[erned, dare not affirm that it is impoirible 
Ifatan fo to appear, as to hide liis deformities 
Vi the good angels, and under that vail to 
jpt them : but certain I am that it is more 
jfunant to reafon, to think that the apoftle's 
uion here was to teach that the devil ap- 
kd as a glorified angel unto men, to gain 

imbue with the poifon 
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which our Saviour, who was accufed of calling 
out devils by Beelzebub, i. e. of being confeder- 
ated widi Beelzebub, was tempted to confent: 
If thou be the Son of God^ command that thefe flones 
be made bread: and again, throw thyfelf down from 
hence ; for it is written^ he will give his angels 
charge over thee ; and again, all thefe things will 1 
give thee^ if thou wilt fall down and worfhip me. 
Whence it is evident that here the devil la- 
boured to infinuate into our Lord, either to do 
things rafh and unwarrantable, or to fu{pe<3: his 
fonfhip, revolt from God his father, and worfhip 
fatan, that he might obtain the glory of the 
world. Now it has been already faid, that 
when Jefus was tempted, the devil appeared 
unto him in a bodily (hape ; therefore it is 
agreeable to reafon, that he doth appear in 
the fame manner to all them, whom he alfo 
tempteth to worfhip him : moreover, the form 
of renouncing a covenant ought to bear refem- 
blance to the form of entering into the fame 
covenant ; therefore men who are received into 
the myflical body of Chrifl by God's minifler, 
who in God's flead expreflly covenanteth with 
and then adminiflereth the facrament of baptifm 
unto them, mufl in the like manner go out of, 
or renounce, the faid covenant ; and of them 
there are two forts, one who, through the per- 
verfenefs of their own hearts, the lucre of the 
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)rld, the fear of men more than of God, abjure 
rir Saviour, turn apoftates, turks, or pagans. 
le other fort is of them who contraft with 
; devil to be his fubjedts, in the initiation of 
lom it is not to be fuppofed chat the devil will 
lit any material circumftance which tends 
th to bring them into and confirm them in 
J fervicc. To efFed which, his outward ap- 
arance, when he receives his catechumens, is 
greater force than any mental contraft ; for 
iny wicked men, who have denied God and 
irift^ not only in their praftice, but alfo hhC* 
lemoufly in profeffion, yet have repented, and 
bit obtained fome hope of mercy. I dare not 
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cannot formally worfhip him as fuch, becaufe 
the objeft of worfhip muft be efteemed to be 
propitious and placable by the worfhipers; 
otherwife, if fear alone be the adequate caufe 
of adoration, it follows that the devils and 
damned in hell do worfhip God, which is con- 
trary to fcripture, which faith they blafphemed, 
becaufe of their pains; whence it follows, that 
they who worfhip the devil mufl have changed 
the innate idea that they had of him, viz. that 
he is an implacable worrier of men, and take 
him to be benign at leafl to his own ; but this 
change cannot be wrought by any fuggeflion of 
fatan into the minds of men, whom indeed he 
mentally tempteth to lufl, pride and malice ; but 
it is his greatefl artifice to caufe his infinuations 
to arife in the hearts of men, as tlieir own natu- 
ral thoughts ; and if confcience difcovers their 
author, and oppofes them, then he varnifhes 
tliem over with the fpecious colours of pleaf^ 
ure, honour and glory ; and fo reprefents them 
as really good, to be willed and defired by 
the foul, which judgeth of all things without 
agreeing to the ideas fhe hath of them ; but 
becaufe mod objedls have two, and fome many, 
faces, and fhe not always attends, therefore fhe 
often errs in her choice ; neverthelefs it is im- 
pofTible for her to love an objecft, whofe fimple 
idea is evil ; but the idea we have of the devil 
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i, for we cannot reprefent him in our 
any otlierwife than tlie great deftroyer 
n, therefore no mental temptation can 
us believe this our grand enemy to be 
[orable by, or in any nieafure favourable 
whence it evidently follows, that the 

work this change of opinion his wor- 
have of him, muft appear unto them in 
ly fhape, and impofe upon them, whom, 

1 of their great corruption and finfulnefs, 
ath wholly left, and given up to ftrong 
ns, that they Should believe a lie, and the 
of lies ; who, now appearing in a human 
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deny the being of a God, do Hkewife deny the 
exiftence of any (pirit good or bad; therefore 
their drinking the devil's health, even upon their 
knees (though a moft horrid crime) cannot be 
conftrued any part of worfliip paid to him, whom 
they aflert to be a chimera, a mere figment of 
ftatefmen to keep the vulgar in awe. Now I 
have evinced to you that there are witches; that 
the witch receiveth power from the devil to do 
ftrange things ; that there is an expre(s covenant 
between the devil and the witch ; that this cov- 
enant cannot be tranfafted mentally, but that the 
devil muft appear in a bodily (hape to the witch; 
therefore I conclude, that a witch in the fcripture 
is fuch, who has made an explicit covenant with 
the devil, and is empowered by him to do things 
ftrange in themfelves, and befide their natural 
courfe. 

II. I perfuade myfelf you do not expeft from 
me any eflay concerning the methods how witches 
mayor ought to be convifted; I wifti thofe gen- 
tlemen, whofe eminent ftation both enables them 
to perform it, and Hkewife makes it their duty fo 
to do, may take this province upon them, and 
handle it fo fully as to fatifly you herein. I 
once intended to have provided fome materials 
for this work, by defining four principal things 
relating to witchcraft, viz. i. Witch-fits. 2. 
The imps that are (aid to attend on the witch. 




itt to 

^th fiicither art 

tt is thi^ Tkic feeing there air 
rhc bw of God dcA CMMumsaad rhcm to be 
to death, tb er cfere thrrc muil br mean^ ta 
:ft iheni, br ckar aaJ cemin ptuoC other- 



A GENTLEMAN, &C. IQI 

have the fovereign power in any ftate ; as. Thou 
fhalt not commit adultery, is a moral law, and 
obligatory over the confciences of men in all 
places and ages ; but that the adulterers fhall be 
put to death, is a judicial law, and in force only 
in tliat ftate where it is enafted by the fovereign. 
2. The government of the Jews was a the- 
ocracy, and God himfclf condefcended to be 
their King, not only as he is King of kings; for 
in that fenfe he is, always was, and ever will be, 
fupreme Lord and Governor of all his creatures ; 
but in an efpecial manner to give them laws for 
the government of their ftate, and to protedl 
them againft their enemies ; in one word, to be 
immediately their Sovereign. 3. Our Saviour's 
kingdom was not of this world; he was no 
judge to divide fo much as an inheritance be- 
tween two brethren ; nay, he himfelf fubmitted 
patiently to the unjuft fentence of the governor 
of the country in which he lived ; therefore 
both the rewards and puniftiments annexed to 
his laws are fpiritual, and then ftiall have their 
full accompliftimcnt, when the Son of Man at 
the laft day ftiall pronounce, come unto me ye bkjf' 
ed, and depart ye curfed into everlafting fire, 4. 
That fovereigns, who have received the gofpel 
of our Lord, have not therefore loft their power 
of enafting laws for the ruling and preferving 
their people, and puniftiing malefactors even 
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death ; fo that the criminal is as juftly 
mned to die by our municipal, as he was 
fore by the judicial law among the Jews, 
much more then ought our law to advert 
I the higheft of all criminals, thofe execra- 
len and women, who, though yet alive, 
ifted themfelves under fa tan's banner, and 
itly fworn allegiance to him, to fight 
I God and Chrift ! Indeed all unholy 
ifford great matter to the devils of blaf- 
ing; but thefc wretches have confederated 
-Ives with the devils, to blafpheme and 
y all they can. And do you think that 
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and frighten all men — the lawful confequence 
is, not that he cannot appear at all, for we have 
undoubtedly proved the contrary, but that we 
are ignorant of the bounds that the Almighty 
hath fet to him, whofe malice indeed, if he were 
not reftrained, is fo great as to deftroy all men ; 
but the goodnefs of our God is greater, who 
hath given us means to efcape his fury, if we 
will give earned heed to the gofpel of our Sav- 
iour, which only is able to comfort us againft 
the fad and miferable condition of our prefent 
ftate ; for not only the devils, but likewife all do 
confpire againft us to work our ruin. The 
deluge came and fwept away all the race ((ave 
eight perfons) of mankind : the fire will in time 
devour what the water has left ; and all this 
Cometh to pafs becaufe of fin: but we, who 
have received the Lord Jefus, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteoufnefs. Therefore he, if we purify our- 
felves as he is pure, will fave us (for when he 
appears we fhall be made like unto him, to whom 
be glory forever. Amen) from the great deftruftion 
that muft come upon all the world, and inhabi- 
tants thereof Farewell. 
March 8, 1693. 
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Bojion, March lO, 1693. 

z great pains you have taken for my infor- 
1 and fatiffadion in thofe controverted 

relating to witchcraft, whether it attain 
d or not, cannot require lefs than fuitable 
wledgments and gratitude; efpecially con- 
ig you had no particular obligation of office 
and when others^ whofe proper province it 
ad declined it. It is a great truth, that the 
herefies among the chriftians(not the lying 
Ics, or witclicrafts, ufed by fome to induce 

worfliip of images, &c.) niuft not give a 




HI 
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to Abraham may admit of a various conftrudlion; 
fome divines fuppofing them to be the Trinity ; 
others, that they were men-meflengers, as Judges 
ii. I ; and others, that they were angels. But 
though this, as I faid, might admit of a debate, 
yet I fee no queftion of the angel Gabriel's 
appearance, particularly to the blefled virgin; 
for though the angels are (pirits, and fo not per- 
ceptible by our bodily eyes without the appoint- 
ment of the Moft High, yet he, who made all 
things by his word in the creation, can with a 
word (peak things into being. And whether the 
angels did aflume matter (or a vehicle) and by 
that appear to the bodily eye ; or whether by 
the fame word tlicre were an idea framed in the 
mind, which needed no vehicle to reprefent them 
to the intellects, is with the All-wife, and not for 
me to difpute. If we poor fhallow mortals do 
not comprehend the manner how, that argues 
only our weaknefs. Two other times did this 
glorious angel appear. Dan, viii. 16. Dan. ix. 
21. The firft of the(e times was in vifion, as 
by the text and context will appear. The fec- 
ond was the fame as the firft ; which, being con- 
fidered as it will, afcertains that angels have 
appeared, fo that it is at the will of the fender 
how they (hall appear, whether to the bodily eye, 
or intelleft only. Matt. i. 20. The appearance 
of the angel to Jofeph was in a dream, and yet 
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appearance ; fo was there a real appearance 
apoftle, but wliether in the body or out of 
KJy he could not tell ; and that they are fent, 
>mc not of their own motion. Lute u 26, 
>i ihe fixth month the angel Gabriel was fint 
God, Dan. ix. 23, Ji the beginning of thy 
cation the commamiment came forth^ and I am 
1;. 21, Being caufed to fly Jwijtly^tfc, But 
:hefe places may befet down^ as undoubted 

or conclufions, 
That the glorious angels have their miflion 
ommiflion from the Moft High. 
That without this they cannot appear to 
ind^^lrK^^on^hd^tw^vilMTec^^ 
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to fuccour them that are tempted; as alfo that 
he was led of the Spirit into the wildernefs, that 
he might be tempted, &c. But how the tempter 
appeared to him who was God Omnifcient; 
whether to the bodily eye, or to the intelleft, is 
as far beyond my cognizance, as for a blind man 
to judge of colours. But from the whole fet 
down this fourth conclufion: 

4. That when the Almighty Free Agent has 
a work to bring about for his own glory, or 
man's good, he can employ not only blefled 
angels, but the evil ones, in it, as 2 Cor. xii, 7, 
j4nd left 1 Jhould he exalted above meafure^ there was 
given to nic a thorn in the fle/ti^ the mcjfcnger of 
fatan to buffet me. 1 Sam. xvi. 14, i^ c^ 23, 
Jn cvilfpirit from the Lord troubled him^ &c. It 
is a great truth, that we underftand little, very 
little, and that in common things; how much 
lefs then in ipirituals, fuch as are above human 
cognizance! But though upon the ftridlefl: 
fcrutiny in fome natural things we can only dis- 
cover our ignorance, yet we muft not hence deny 
what we do know, or fuffer a rape to be com- 
mitted upon our reafon and fenfes in the dark. 
And to fay that the devil by his ordinary power 
can aft a vehicle, i. e. fome matter diftinft from 
himfelf, who is wholly a fpirit, and yet this matter 
not to be felt nor heard, and at the fame time 
to be feen ; or may be felt, and not heard, nor 
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, &c. feems to mc to be a chimem, in vent- 
it firft to puzzle the belief of reafonable 
tures, and fince calculated to a roman lati- 
, to uphold the dodrine of tranfubftantia- 
; who teach, that under the accidents of 
d is contained the body of our Saviour^ his 
an body, as long and as broad, &c. for here 
power of the Almighty nnuft not be confined 
u lefs than the devil's, and it is he that has 

hoc eft meum corpus. As to the confent of 
)ft al! ages, I meddle not now with ic, but 
e to the fifth conclufion; 

That when the Divine Being will employ 
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to Lehi\ the Pbiliftines Jhouted againji kim ; and 
the fpirit of tke Lord came mightily upon him^ and 
the cords that were upon his arms became as flax^ 
that was burnt with fire ^ and his bands loofed from 
his hands^ &c. I might inftance further; but 
this may fuffice to fhow that he had more than a 
natural ftrength, as alfo whence his ftrength was, 
viz. he was empowered by the (pirit from God. 
And now will any fay, that it was not Samfon, 
but the (pirit, that did thefe things; or, that 
thefe being things done, bonds broken, &c. by 
a force that could not proceed from human 
ftrength, that therefore the fpirit entered into 
him otherwife qualified than as a mere fpirit; or, 
that the fpirit entered not without fome portion 
of matter, and by the intermediation thereof 
afted Samfon's body ? If any fay this and 
more too, this doth not alter the truth, which 
remains, viz. that the fpirit of God did enable 
Samfon to the doing of things beyond his natural 
ftrength. And now what remains but, upon 
parity of reafon, to apply this to the cafe of 
pofTefTion ? which may be fummed up in this 
fixth conclufion: 

6. That God, for wife ends, only known to 
himfelf, may and has empowered devils to pofTefs 
and ftrangely to actuate human bodies, even 
to the doing of things beyond the natural 
ftrength of that body. And for any to tell of a 
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e, or matter ufed in it, I muft obferve that 
il rule, Cobfi, ii, 8, *' Beware left any fpoil 
hrough philofophy, and vatn deceit, after 
id it ion of men, after die rudiments of the 

and not after Cljrift/' To come next to 
)f witchcraft, and here taking that cited 
>f mr Gaule to be uncontroverted^ fct it 
Irvcnth conclLifion : 

liat witchcraft confifts In a mali^ing and 

Bng the word, work and worftiip of God^ 

pcking by any extraordinary fign to feduce 

rom it. DauL xiii. 12, Matt. xxiv. 24. 

ili. 8, 10. 2 Tim. iii. 8» Do but mark 
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cafting out devils by Beelzebub ; his anfwer is, 
if fatan be divided againft himfelf, his kingdom 
hath an end. But feeing all are agreed, fet this 
eighth conclufion : 

8. That God will not give his teftimony to a 
lie. To fay that God did at ahy time empower 
a witch to work wonders,* to gain belief to the 
dodlrine of devils, were with one breath to 
deftroy the root and branch of all revealed 
religion. And hence it is clear the witch 
has no fuch wonder-working power from God. 
And muft we then conclude fhe has fuch a 
miraculous power from the devil ? If fo, then 
it follows, that either God gives the devil leave 
to empower the witch to make ufe of this feal, 
in order to deceive, or elfe that the devil has this 
power independent of himfelf To aflert the 
firft of thefe were in efFeft to (ay, that though 
God will not give his teftimony to a lie, yet that 
he may empower the devil to fet to it God's own 
feal, in order to deceive. And what were this 
but to overthrow all revealed religion ? The 
laft, if aflerted, muft be to own the devil to be 

♦Jos. Glanvil, in his Saductfmus Triumpbatus, publifhed in Lon- 
don in 1 68 1, and which was confidered good authority in the trials 
in 1692, says ** a witch is one who can do or fee m to do (Irange 
things beyond the known power of art and ordinary nature by virtue 
of a confederacy with evil fpirits." It was the flrift application 
of the above rule or tefl, in the cafe of George Burroughs, that 
cod him his life. 
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inconqucred eneinyj and confequcntly a 
eign deity, and deferving niuch thanks, that 
erts his power no more. Therefore in diis 
iina it is wifdom for fliallow mortals to have 
rfe to their only guide, and impartially to 
re, whether die witches really have fuch a 
ulous or wonder-working power And it 
larkable that the apoftle, GaL v, 20, reckons 
itchcraft among the works of the fleih; 
1, were it indeed a wonder-working power, 
^cd immediately from the devil, and wholly 
id the power ot nature, it were very im* 
r to place it with drunkennefs, murthers, 
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might be damned^ wko believe not the truths Sgc. 
This that then was (poken in the prophecy of 
that man of fin, tliat was to appear, how abun- 
dantly does hiftory teftify the fulfilment of it, 
particularly to feduce to the worftiip of images ! 
Have not the images been made to move, to 
fmile, &c.? Too tedious were it to mention the 
hundredth part of what undoubted hiftory doth 
abundantly teftify. And hence do fet down this 
ninth conclufion: 

9. That the man of fin, or feducer, &c. makes 
ufe of lying wonders to the end to deceive, and 
that God in righteous judgment may fend ftrong 
dcluftons that they /fiould believe a lie^ that they 
might be damned^ wko believe not the truths &c. 

'Tis certain that the devil is a proud being, 
and would be thought to have a power equal to 
the Almighty ; and it cannot but be very grate- 
ful to him to fee mortals charging one another 
with doing fuch works by the devil's power, as 
in truth is the proper prerogative of the Almigh- 
ty, Omnipotent Being. The next head ftiould 
have been about an explicit covenant between 
the witch and the devil, &c. But in this, the 
whole of it, I cannot perfuade myfelf but you 
muft be fenfible of an apparent leaning to edu- 
cation (or tradition) the fcriptures being wholly 
filent on it; and fuppofing this to fall in as a 
dependent on what went before, I ftiall fay the 
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it; for if the devil has no fuch power to 

nicatc upon fuch compact, then the whole 

l(5tion; tliough I cannot but acknowl- 

ou have faid fo much to uphold that 

e, that I know not how any could have 

11 ore. However^ as I faid, I find not 

engaged (unlefs fcripture proof were 

to meddle with it ; for as you have in 

fes your rcafbn for your guide, fo I muft 

wed to ufe that little that I have, and do 

, that as God is a fpirit, fo he muft be 

ed in {pirit and in truth ; fo alfo that the 

a fpirit J and that his rule is in the hearts 
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though I cannot in the general but commend 
your caution in not aflerting many things con- 
tended for by others, yet muft fay, that in my 
efteem there is retained fo much as will fecure all 
the reft : (to inftance) if a fpirit has a vehicle, 
i. e. fome portion of matter which it adls, &c. 
hence as neceflarily may be inferred that doftrine 
of incubus and succubus^ and why not that alfo of 
procreation by fpirits both good and bad? 
Thus was Alexander the Great, the Britifh Mer- 
lin, and Martin Luther, and many others, faid to 
be begotten. Again, if the witch had fuch a 
wonder-working power, why not to afflid: ? 
Will not the devil thus far gratify her? And 
have none this miraculous power, but the cove- 
nanting witch ? Then the offence lies in the 
covenant; then it is not only hard, but impoffi- 
ble, to find a witch by fuch evidence as the law 
of God requires ; for it will not be fuppofed that 
they call witnefs to this covenant; therefore it 
will here be neceflary to admit of fuch as the 
nature of fuch covenant will bear (as mr. Gaule 
hath it in his fifth head, i. e.) the teftimony of 
the afflidled, with their (peftral fight, to tell who 
afBifts themfelves or others; the experiment of 
faying the Lord's prayer, falling at the fight, and 
rifing at the touch, fearching for teats, (i. e. ex- 
crefcences of nature) ftrange and foreign ftories 
of the death of fome cattle, or overfetting fome 
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And what can juries have better to guide 
to find out this covenant by? 

matter of lamentation, and let it be for 
jntation, to confider how tliefc things have 

the floodgates of malice, revenge, unchar- 

ris and bloodftied, and what multitudes 
lecn fwept away by this torrent 

jermany^ countries depopulated; in Scat- 
he lefs than 4000 are faid to have fuffered 
land haker at one heat. 
Is we may fay with the prophet If a, lix. 
grope for the wall like the blinds and we 

f if we had no eyes: we ftumhU at noonday 



wje /// 



we are 



dcfahi 



bLu 
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is the earned defire and prayer of, fir, yours to 
command, R. C. 

Sir, 

Since your defign of giving copies of our 
papers, if not to the public, at leaft out of your 
hands, I find myfelf obliged to make a reply to 
your anfwer, left: filence ftiould be conftrued an 
aflent to the pofitions whereby, I think, truth 
would be fcandalized. 

I remember that fome have taught that it is 
not certain there is any fuch thing really in being 
as matter; becaufe the ideas which we have of 
our own and all other bodies may be caufed to 
arife in us by God, without the real exiftence of 
the objefts they reprefent. But this opinion 
is not only abfurd and falfe, but likewife atheit 
tical, deftroying the veracity of the Almighty, 
whom it afierts to have determined us by a fatal 
neceflity to believe things to be, which are not ; 
and I wonder that you fiiould allude unto it, 
becaufe that angels have appeared in a dream, in 
a vifion ; for we dream alfo of trees, birds, &c. 
Are there therefore no fuch things in nature, 
because we fometimes dream to (ee and hear 
them, when we are afleep ? St. Paul in his 
vifion was fo far from believing the objefts that 
were reprefented to him to come by the inter- 
medium of his fenfes, that he declares, he does 
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now whether he was in the body or out of 
>ody; therefore the inftance is in no wife 

r For Alirahnm and the BlcfTed Virgin 
ce and hear ; and if there were not fuch 
s really, as were reprefented to them by 

fenfes, tliey were deluded, by being made 
lieve they faw and heard what was not. 
c is none who denieth God caufeth thoughts 
fe in men's minds ; but thence to infer he 
th objefts wliich arc not, by forming their 

in our minds, to appear to us through the 
try of our fenfcs as though they were, is a 

not only of vain, but very dangerous, phi- 
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agaitift God, and do all they can to defpite him; 
therefore their not appearing now (if it were 
true they never did, they never fhall, appear) 
muft proceed from a reftraint they are under, 
which is accidental, not eflential to their nature; 
fo tliat the true conclufion is, the fallen angels, 
while they are under forcible reftraint from God 
to the contrary, cannot appear. But what this 
(being cleared from the ambiguity you exprefs 
it in) maketh to the purpofe, I know not, unlefe 
God had promifed for a determinate time to 
detain them under this reftraint. 

I do not underfland what you intend by the 
dead being raifed by holy men; the moft natural 
inference is, tliat, in imitation of them, wicked 
men, by their enchantments calling on a dsemon 
to appear in the ftiape of the dead, will pretend 
tliat they alfo can raife die dead. 

The Romanifts are much obliged to you for 
making tranfubftantiation (fo much contended 
for by them) to be of as old a date as the appear- 
ance of devils, and that the one implieth no 
more contradiftion than the other: if fo, we do 
well to think ferioufly whether we are not guilty 
of great fin in feparating from them ; for cer- 
tainly whatever private men's notions in this 
age may be, yet it is matter of great mo- 
ment, that all antiquity (the fadducees, the elder 
brethren of our Hobbifts, excepted) hath be- 

H 



LITTERS OF 



ll the appearance of evil fpirits and their 



lould be too officious if I offered to explain 

latter, real matter, may fall under the cog- 
tc of one of our fcnfes, and not the reft, 

for you to /hew the impoilibility thereof, 
will build any thing upon your aflfertion ; 

jve which, your firft argument is (it feems 
hj a cliimera; which is not enough, when 

are many to whom it feems to be a truth. 
fecond is very dangerous, and highly de- 

>ry of the honour ct God^ between whom 
I he devil you make comparifun more than 
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be a God, independent, an unconquered enemy, 
and he doth appear to us as we hear he hatli to 
multitudes, both of the pad and prefent ages ; 
in fuch a cafe what remains for us to do, but to 
fall down and worftiip him? 

Upon the head of pofleflion, you have re- 
course to that inftance of Sam/on^ who was em- 
powered by God to die doing of things beyond 
the natural ftrength of common men; and thence 
you fay, we may at lead learn the nature of 
pofleflion by evil fpirits. This comparlfon is 
indeed very odious, and I had rather think you 
have fallen into it unawares ; for what greater 
blafjihemy, than that God and the devil do a<ft 
the bodies, which the one and the other do poflefe, 
in the fame manner? If the hypothefis I laid 
down had not pleafed you, yet you ought not 
(for fear of being deceived by vain philofophy) 
to have run to fo horrible an extreme, as to aflimi- 
late God's manner of working to the devil's, 
which neceflarily implies, that either their powers 
are equal, or at leafl: that they do not differ in 
kind, but in degree only; than which nothing 
can be more impious or abfurd: for the moft 
poflible perfeft creature is infinitely dift:ant from 
the Creator, and there can be no comparifon be- 
tween them. 

On the head of witchcraft, you acknowledge 
the witch has not his wonder-working power 
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God ; but then you (ay, the devil has no 

iwer to give ; for if he had, he muft 

This way of reafoning, as I noted be- 

is very dangerous, and I think ought not to 

[fed ; be fides, there is a great fallacy in your 

In ma ; wliich, becaufe I perceive you lay the 

k weight of the matter upon it, I will evince 

you. The devil, though fuperlativcly arro- 

and proud, neverthelefc depends on the 

Caufe for his being, and all his powers, 

lout whofe influx he or any other creature 

lot fubfift a moinentj but muft either return 

[heir primitive nothing, or be continually 
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fame fpecial natural aftion, which, confidered 
fimply, as flowing from a power given to man 
by God, is certainly good ; but confidered with 
relation to the rebellious will of the adulterer 
(who lieth with his neighbour's wife, whom he 
is forbid to touch) is a very great evil. We 
may fay the fame of all human adlions; the 
executioner and the murtherer do the fame 
natural ad: of ftriking and killing: the difference 
confifls in the reftitude of the one's, and deprava- 
tion of the other's, will. Thefe things premifed, 
what more reafon have we to conclude that the 
devil (becaufe he fhews figns and wonders to 
gain belief to lies, which is very contrary to the 
will of God) mufl be therefore an independent 
power, than that the adulterer, the murtherer,, or 
any other finner (becaufe their aftions being evil, 
of which God cannot be the caufe) mufl be 
independent beings? The deceit of the lafl is 
very palpable, and I doubt not but you will 
readily acknowledge it; for it is obvious from 
what has been faid, to the meanefl capacity, to 
diflinguifh between the aftion itfelf, which is 
good, and flows from God, and the circumflan- 
ces of the aftion, the choice whereof proceeds 
from the iniquity of the will, wherein doth folely 
confifl the fin ; the parallel is fo exaft, that I 
cannot fee the leafl fhadow of reafon, why we 
ought not in like manner to diflinguifh whatever 
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is produced by the devil; to whom (as to 
God, having given powers, and a will to 

thofe powers, is truly and properly the caufe 
ill the aftions (in a natural^ but not moral 
t) tliat flow from the powers he has given, 
rrefore the wonder-working power of the 
il, and the effedts thereof, confidered as afts 
me of God*s creatures, are not evil but good ; 
lufingthat power (which proceeds from the 
tUion of fatan) to bear teftiniony to a He, is 

one, which conftitutes the evil thereof 
Lnd now I have done with your argument, 
trein you have indeed iliewn great ikill and 
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lefture, fuch as the patriots of fefts (who com- 
monly explain the holy fcriptures according to 
their own dogmas, and fo obtrude human inven- 
tion for the pure word of God) ufe with their 
auditors, to recommend any principle they have 
a mind to eftablifli, than an impartial and 
thorough difquifition of a controverted point; 
wherefore I do not think myfelf obliged to take 
any further notice of it ; efpecially feeing truth, 
which for the mod part is little regarded in fuch 
florid difcourfes, and not any prejudice of educa- 
tion, intereft or party, did fet me about this fubjeft. 
I have never been ufed to compliment in points 
of controverfy, therefore I hope you will not be 
angry bccaufe I have given you my thoughts 
naked and plain. I have not the leaft motion 
in my mind of accufing you of any formal defign 
to injure religion ; I only obferve unto you, that 
your over eager contentipn to maintain your 
principle has hurried you to aflert many things 
of much greater danger, bodi in themfelves and 
their confequcnces, than thofe you would feem 
to avoid ; which do amount to no more than that 
men, being (in the ordinary courfe of providence) 
the depofitories of both divine and human laws, 
may (inftead of ufing them to preferve) pervert 
them to deftroy ; which indeed is very lamenta- 
ble. But it is the inevitable confequent of our 
depraved nature, and cannot be wholly remedied, 
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, and the grand author of fin, the devil, 
irely conquered, and God be all in atl; to 
, with the Son, and Holy Ghoft, be glory 
er, Amen. 

>ir, your affeflionate friend to ferve you, 
'oh, July 25, 1694. 

^^ ^1^^ Bofton, Juguft 17, 1694. 

Lirs of July 25 being in fome fort furprif- 
me, I could do no lefs than fay fome what, 
11 to vindicate myfelf from thofe many 
ions, miftakes and hard cenfures therein, as 
:> vindicate what I conceive to be impor- 




■ 
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5. That when the Divine Being will employ 
the agency of evil fpirits for any fervice, it is 
with him the manner how they (hall exhibit 
themfelves, whether to the bodily eye, or intel- 
\c6t only, or whether it (hall be more or le(s 
formidable. 

To deny thefe three laft, were to make the 
devil an independent power, and confequently a 
God. 

The bare recital of thefe is fufficient to vindi- 
cate me from that reiterated charge, of denying 
all appearances of angels or devils. 

That the good angels cannot appear without 
mi(rion and commifTion from the Moft High, 
is, you (ay, more than follows from the premifes; 
but if you like not fuch negative deduftion, 
though fo natural, it concerns you (if you will 
a(rert this power to be in their natures, and their 
non-appearance only to proceed from the refti- 
tude of their wills, and that without fuch corn- 
mi (Tion they have a power to appear to mortals, 
and upon this to build (b prodigious a ftrufture, 
&c.) very clearly to prove it by (cripture ; for 
chriftians have good reafon to take the apoftle's 
warning (if fome philofophers have taught that 
man is nothing but matter, and others that 'tis 
not certain there is any matter at all) to take heed 
left they Jhottld he fpoiled through vain philofophy^ 
&c. but that this (hould be alluded to fuch as 
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heard of either notion, or that it was 
^d that thofe real appearances to Jofeph, 
the apoftle, were through the miniflry of 
[nfes, Is as vain as fuch philofophy* As to 
~ad being raifed, had I ufed art or rhetorick 
m to explain my meaning to you, I needed 
|ow to rejoin, — that 'tis as good an argu- 

to fay, that becaufe holy propliets have 

the dead, therefore wicked men have a 
|r to raife the dead, as 'tis to fay, becaufe 

angels have appeared, therefore the evil 
la power to appear; for wlio can doubt, but 

Ahiiighty fhall commiflTion a wicked man 
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ends, and can empower either without the help 
of a vehicle : for pofleflions muft be numbered 
among God's affli<5live dilpenfations, who alfo 
orders all the circumftances thereof. But if 
any obje<5l, God is not the author of evil, &c. you 
have furniftied me with a very learned anfwer, 
by diftinguifhing between the a<5l, and the evil 
of the a<5l, and to which 'tis adapt, but will no 
wife fuit where it is placed, till it be firft proved 
that the devil hath of himfelf fuch power not 
only of appearing at pleafure, but of working 
miracles, and to the Almighty referved only the 
power of reftraining; for, till this be proved, 
the dilemma muft remain ftable. He that 
afterts, that becaufe good angels have appeared, 
therefore the fallen angels have a power of them- 
felves to appear to mortals, and that they cannot 
be employed by the Almighty, nor that he does 
not order the manner and circumftances of fuch 
appearance, what doth he lefs than make the 
devil an independent power, and confcquently a 
God ? So he that aflerts that the devil hath a 
power of himfelf, and independent, to work 
wonders, and miracles, and to empower witches 
to do like in order to deceive, &c. what doth he 
lefs than own him to be an unconquered enemy, 
and confcquently a fovereign deity ? and who is 
he that is culpable ? he that afcribes fuch attri- 
butes to the evil one, or he that aflerts that the fo 
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jives him (or afcribes to him) fuch power 
le prerogative of him only who is Al- 
? And here, fir, it highly concerns you 
idcr your foundations, what proof from 
e is to be found for your afltrtions, and 

is you are contending for: for hitherto 
r like a proof hath been offered from 
le^ which abounds fo with the contrary* 

that runs may read ; as, Shall (here he 
If be fi/y, and ibe Lord hath not done li? 
/v /ha I faitb^ and it tometh to paj$^ when 
fi i'ommandeib not? fVho among the gods 
peathcn (of which the devil is one) can 
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deftroy, or caufe tempefts, &c. muft be by power 
or commiflion from the Sovereign Being; and 
that, having fuch a commiflion, not only hail, 
but frogs, lice, or fleas, fhall be empowered to 
plague a great king and kingdom. And if fo, 
this fandy ftrudlure of the devil's appearance, 
and working wonders, at pleafure, and of em- 
powering witches to afflift, &c. (for to this nar- 
row crifis is that whole doftrine reduced) the 
whole difappears at the firft ftiaking. 

Thus, worthy fir, I have given you my fenti- 
ments, and the grounds thereof, as plainly and 
as concife as I was able ; though 'tis indeed a 
fubjedl that calls for the ableft pens to difcufe, 
acknowledging myfelf to be infuflicient for thefe 
things. However, I think I have done but my 
duty, for the glory of God, the fovereign being; 
and have purpofely avoided fuch a reply as fome 
parts of yours required; and pray that not only 
you and I, but all mankind, may give to the 
Almighty the glory due unto his name. 

From, fir, yours to command, R. C. 

IVitchcraft is manifejily a work of the fle/h. 



PART V. 



AN IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 

OF THE MOST MEMORABLE 

MATTERS OF FACT, 

TOUCHING THE SUPPOSED WITCHCRAFT 
IN NEW-ENGLAND. 




11. PARRIS had been fome years 
a minifter in Salem Village,* when 
this fad calamity, as a deluge, over- 
flowed them, fpreading itfelf far 
and near. He was a gentleman of 
liberal education; and, not meeting with any 
great encouragement, or advantage, in merchan- 
difing, to which for fome time he applied him- 
felf, betook himfelf to the work of the miniftry; 
this Village being then vacant, he met with fo 
much encouragement, as to fettle in that capacity 
among them. 

After he had been there about two years, he 

» Mr. Parris was fettled over the Village church Nov. 19th, 1689. 
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led a grant from a part of the town, that 

nife and land he occupied, and which had 

illotted by the whole people to the miniftry, 

i be and remain to him, &c, as his own 

in fee fimple. This occafioned great 

ns both between the inhabitants them- 

, and between a confiderable part of them 

Kirfaid minifter; which divifto^s were but 

eginning, or prelude, to what immediately 

ed. 

as the latter end of February^ 1691* when 
young pcrfons* belonging to mr. Parns's 
, and one or more of the neighbourhood, 
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invited feveral neighbouring minifters to join 
with him in keeping a folemn day of prayer 
at his own houfe. The time of the exercife, 
thofe perfons were for the mod part filent; but 
after any one prayer was ended, they would aft 
and (peak ftrangely and ridiculoufly ; yet were 
fuch as had been well educated, and of good be- 
haviour ; the one, a girl of 11 or 12 years old, 
would fometimes feem to be in a convulfion fit, 
her limbs being twifted feveral ways, and very 
ftifF, but prefently her fit would be over. 

A few days before this folemn day of prayer, 
mr. Parris's Indian man and woman made a cake 
of rye meal, with the children's water, and baked 
it in the afhes, and, as is faid, gave it to the 
dog ; this was done as a means to difcover witch- 
craft; foon after which, thofe ill affedled or 
afflidled perfons named feveral that they faid they 
faw, when in their fits, afflidling them. 

The firft complained of was the faid Indian 
woman, named Tituba: fhe confefTed that the 
devil urged her to fign a book, which he pre- 
fented to her, and alfo to work mifchief to the 
children, &c. She was afterwards committed to 
prifon, and lay there till fold for her fees. The 
account fhe fince gives of it is, that her mafler 
did beat her, and otherways abufe her, to make 
her confefs and accufe (fuch as he called) her 
fifter-witches ; and that whatfoever fhe faid by 

15 
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>f con fc fling, or accufing others> was the 
of fuch ufage; her maftcr refufed to pay 
:cs, unlefs ihe would ftand to what (he had 

e children complained likewife of two 
women, to be tlie authors of their hurt, viz. 
Good, who had long been counted a 
chaly or diftra^cd woman ; and one Ofborri^ 
i hd'fidden woman ; which two were pcr- 
b ill thought of, chat the accufation was the 
readily believed ; and, after examination 
t two Salem magi ft rates, were conimitted- 
h c)//% mr. Law fun (^who had been for[iicrly 
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The number of the afflidled were at that time 
about ten, viz. mrs. Pope, mrs. Putman, good- 
wife Bibber and goodwife Goodall, Mary Wol- 
cott, Mercy Lewes (at Thomas Putman's) and 
Dr. Grigg's maid, and three girls, viz. Elizabeth 
Parris, daughter to the minifter, Abigail Wil- 
liams, his niece, and Ann Putman ; which laft 
three were not only the beginners, but were al- 
fo the chief, in thefe accufations. Thefe ten 
were moft of them prefent at the examination, 
and did vehemently accufe her of afflidling 
them, by biting, pinching, ftrangling, &c. and 
they faid they did in their fits fee her likenefs 
coming to them, and bringing a book for them 
to fign. Mr. Hathorn, a magiftrate of Salem, 
afked her why fhe afflided thofe children. She 
faid, fhe did not afflift them. He afked her 
who did then. She faid, I do not know, how 
fhould I know ? She faid, they were poor dit 
drafted creatures, and no heed ought to be given 
to what they faid. Mr. Hathorn and mr. Noyes 
replied that it was the judgment of all that were 
there prefent, that they were bewitched, and 
only flie (the accufed) faid they were diftrafted. 
She was accufed by them, that the black man 
whifpered to her in her ear now (while (he was 
upon examination) and that (he had a yellow 
bird, that did ufe to fuck between her fingers, 
and that the faid bird did fuck now in the affem- 
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>rder being given to look in that place to 

liere were any fign, the girl that pretended 

lit fa id, that it was too late now, for ftie 

Imoved a pin, and put it on her head ; it 

3on fearch found, that a pin was there 

upright. When the accufcd had any 

of their body» hands or moiitli, the ac- 

Iwould cry out; as when flic bit a lip, 

muld cry out of being bitten; if flic 

one hand with the other, they would cry 

[being pinclietl by her* and would produce 

fo of tlie other motions of her body, as 

fining of being preft, when (he leaned to the 
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in the meeting-houfe. Mr. Hale,* minifter of 
Beverly, began with prayer; after which fhe, 
being accufed of much the fame crimes, made 
the Hke anfwers, aflerting her own innocence with 
earneftnefs. The accufers were moftly the fame, 
Thomas Putman's wife, &c.f complaining much. 
The dreadful fhrieking from her and others was 
very amazing, which was heard at a great dit 
tance. She was alfo committed to prifon. 

A child of Sarah Good's was likewife appre- 
hended, being between 4 and 5 years old. The 
accufers faid this child bit tliem, and would fhew 
fuch like marks, as thofe of a fmall fet of teeth, 
upon their arms : as many of the afflidled as the 
child caft its eye upon, would complain they 
were in torment: which child they alfo com- 
mitted. 

Concerning thofe that had been hitherto ex- 
amined and committed, it is among other things 
obferved, by Mr. Lawfon (in print) that they 
were by the accufers charged to belong to a 
company that did mufter in arms, and were 
reported by them to keep days of faft, thankt 

* Rev. John Hale, who was more connected with Salem witch- 
craft than has been generally Aippofed. 

f Thomas Putman's wife, and her daughter, Ann Junr., as fhe was 
called, were moft fevercly afflicted by witches. Thomas was for 
many years Parifti Clerk, and near neighbour to Mr. Parris. Sergt. 
Thomas Putman, as he was ftyled, did more to carry forward the 
witchcraft dclufion, than any other perfon. 
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and facrainents ; and that tho(e afflifted 

Icufers) did in the afiembly cure each other, 

Iwith a touch of their hand, when ftran- 

[nd other ways tortured, and would endeav- 

get to the affliAed to relieve them thereby 

lithcrto they had not ufed the experiment 

Inging the accufed to touch the afflided, in 

|tu their cure) and could forctel one anoth- 

to becoming, and would iay, look to fuch 

fhe will have a fit prtfently, and Co it 

Inrd ; and that at the fame time when the 

perfon was prefent^ the afflidcd fatd they 

^r fpeiSre or likeneft in other places of the 
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f^illage at the adminijiration of a mock facrament^ 
where they had bread as red as raw flejh^ and red 
drink, 

April 1. Mercy Lewis affirmed, that Jhe faw a 
man in white^ with whom Jhe went into a glorious 
place^ viz. in her fits, where was no light of the fun^ 
much lefs oj candles^ yet was full of light and bright^ 
nefs^ with a great multitude in white glittering robcs^ 
who fang the fong in Rev. v. 9. and the cxlix Pfalm ; 
and was given that Jhe might tarry no longer in this 
place. This white man is faid to have appeared 
feveral times to others of them, and to have 
given them notice how long it fhould be before 
they fhould have another fit 

Jpril 3. Being facrament day at tlie Village, 
Sarah Cioyce, fifter to goodwife Nurfe, a mem- 
ber of one of the churches, was (though it feems 
with difficulty prevailed with to be) prefent; 
but being entered the place, and mr. Parris 
naming his text, John^ vi. 70, Have not I chofen 
you twelve^ and one of you is a devil; (for what 
caufe may reft as a doubt, whether upon the 
account of her fifter's being committed, or be- 
caufe of the choice of that text) fhe rofe up 
and went out ; the wind (hutting the door forci- 
bly, gave occafion to fome to fuppofe ft^e went 
out in anger, and might occafion a fufpicion of 
her ; however, (he was foon after complained of, 
examined and committed. 
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il I L By this time the number of the ac- 
and accuftTii being much increafed, there 
publick examination at Salem, fix of the 
rates with feveral miniflers being prefent. 
appeared fevcral wlio complained againft 

with hideous clamours and fcreechings* 
vife Proftor was brought thither^ being 
tl or cried out againft : her hufband com' 
1 attend and afRft her, as there might be 
tlie accufers cried out of him alfo, and 
litli fb much earneftnefs, that he was com- 

witii liis wife. About tliis time, befides 
periment of the afflided falling at the 
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To their Majejiies' Gaol-keeper tn Salem. 

You are in their majefties' names hereby re- 
quired to take into your care, and fafe cuftody, 
the bodies of William Hobs and Deborah his 
wife, Mary Eafty, the wife of Ifaac Eafty, and 
Sarah Wild, the wife of John Wild, all of 
Topsfield ; and Edward Bifhop of Salem Vil- 
lage, hufbandman, and Sarah his wife, and Mary 
Black, a negro of lieutenant Nathaniel Putman, 
of Salem Village ; alfo Mary Englifh, the wife 
of Philip Englifh, merchant, in Salem; who 
ftand charged with high fulpicion of fundry afts 
of witchcraft, done or committed by them lately 
upon the bodies of Ann Putman, Mary Lewis 
and Abigail Williams, of Salem Village ; where- 
by great hurt and damage hath been done to 
the bodies of the faid perfons, according to the 
complaint of Thomas Putman and John Bux- 
ton, of Salem Village, exhibited; whom you 
are to fecure in order to their further examina- 
tion. — Fail not. 

jona, Lurwm^ j 

Dated Salem, April 22, 1692. 

To marjbal George Uerricky ) 
9f Salem y EJfex, ) 

You are in their majefties' names hereby required to convey 
the above named to the gaol at Salem. — Fail not. 

JohnHalhorn, ),„-,„,„„, 
jona. CurwtHf j 
Dated Salem, April 21, 1692. 
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pe occafion of Bi/hop's being cried out of, 
ic being at an examination in Salenn, when 
inn an afBided Indian was very unruly, 
H he undertook, and fo managed him^ that 
IS very orderly ; after whicli, in riding home, 
^mpany of him and other accufers, the In- 
|fell into a fit* and clapping hold with his 

on the back of the man that rode before 
[thereby held himfelf upon the horfe ; but 

Jifliop ftriking him with his ftick, tlie In- 
Ifoon rccoveredj and promifed he would do 

more; to which Bifhop replied, that he 
Ited not but he could cure them all, with 
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been better employed (in another ftation) made 
it their bufinefs (by printing, as well as speaking) 
to their utmoft to divert them from fuch a fettle- 
ment ; and (6 far prevailed, that for about feven 
weeks after the Revolution, here was not fo 
much as a face of any government ; but fome 
few men upon their own nomination would be 
called a committee of fafety ; but at length the 
aflembly prevailed with thofe that had been of 
the government, to promife that they would re- 
aflume; and accordingly a proclamation was 
drawn, but before publifhing it, it was under- 
written, that they would not have it underftood 
that they did reaflume charter-government; fo 
that between government and no government, 
this country remained till fir William arrived : 
agents being in this time empowered in England, 
which no doubt did not all of them aft accord- 
ing to the minds or interefts of thofe that em- 
powered them, which is manifeft by their not 
adling jointly in what was done ; fo that this 
place is perhaps a fingle inftance (even in the 
beft of reigns) of a charter not reftored after fo 
happy a revolution. This fettlement by fir 
William Phips's having come governor put an 
end to all difputes of thefe things ; and being 
arrived, and having read his commiflion, the 
firft thing he exerted his power in, was faid to be 
his giving orders that irons fhould be put upon 
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in prifon ; for though for fome time after 

I were committed, the accufers ccafcd to cry 

:>f them, yet now the cry againft them was 

red, which occafioned fuch order; and 

jh there was partiality in the executing it 

having them taken off almoft as foon as 

i) yet the cry of thefe accufers againflfuch, 

after this order 

\iy 24. Mrs, Gary, of Charleftown, was 

jined and committed. Her hufband^ mr, 

than Gary, has given account thereof, as 

)f her efcape, to this efFe<5t: 

having heard, fome daySj that my wife was 
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the juftices, and the accufers between the juftices 
and them ; the prifoners were ordered to ftand 
right before the juftices, with an officer appoint- 
ed to hold each hand, left they ftiould therewith 
afflift them ; and the prifoners' eyes muft be con- 
ftantly on the juftices; for if they looked on 
the afflidted, they would either fall into their 
fits, or cry out of being hurt by them. After 
an examination of the prifoners, who it was 
afflidted thefe girls, &c. they were put upon fay- 
ing the Lord's prayer, as a trial of their guilt. 
After the afflided feemed to be out of their fits, 
they would look fteadfaftly on fome one perfon, 
and frequently not (peak ; and then the juftices 
faid they were ftruck dumb, and after a little 
time would fpeak again ; then the juftices faid 
to the accufers. Which of you will go and touch 
the prifoner at the bar ? Then the moft courage- 
ous would adventure, but before they had made 
three fteps would ordinarily fall down as in a fit. 
The juftices ordered that they ftiould be taken 
up and carried to the prifoner, that ftie might 
touch them ; and as foon as they were touched 
by the accufed, the juftices would fay, they are 
well, before I could difcern any alteration ; by 
which I obferved that the juftices underftood 
the manner of it. Thus far I was only as a 
fpeftator; my wife alfo was there part of the 
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:, but no notice taken of her by the affliiled, 
:pt once or twice they came to her and aOced 
name. 

But I having an opportunity to difcourfe 
Hale (with whom I had formerly acquaint* 
) I took his advice what I had beft to do, 
defired of him that I might have an oppor- 
ty to fpeak with her that accufed my wife; 
:h he prom i fed fhould be, I acquainting him 
I repofed my truft in him. Accordingly 
ame to me after the examination was over, 
told me I had now an opportunity to fpeak 
I the faid accufer, viz, Abigail Williams^ a 
o^^^o^^^venr^ojt^bu^tha^w^coul^^^^ 



OF FACT, &C. 239 

diately after a warrant was fent from the juftices 
to bring my wife before them, who were fitting 
in a chamber near by, waiting for this. 

" Being brought before the juftices, her chief 
accufers were two girls. My wife declared to 
the juftices, that ftie never had any knowledge 
of them before that day. She was forced to 
ftand with her arms ftretched out. I requcfted 
that I might hold one of her hands, but it was 
denied me ; then (he defired me to wipe the tears 
from her eyes, and the fweat from her face, which 
I did ; then ftie defired flie might lean herfelf on 
me, faying ftie ftiould faint. 

''Juftice Hathorn replied, ftie had ftrength 
enough to torment thofe perfons, and (he ftiould 
have ftrength enough to ftand. I fpeaking fome- 
thing againft their cruel proceedings, they com- 
manded me to be filent, or elfe I ftiould be 
turned out of the room. The Indian before 
mentioned was alfo brought in, to be one of her 
accufers : being come in, he now (when before 
the juftices) fell down and tumbled about like a 
hog, but faid nothing. The juftices afked the 
girls who afflidted the Indian; they anfwered, 
(he, (meaning my wife) and that ftie now lay 
upon him; the juftices ordered her to touch 
him, in order to his cure, but her head muft be 
turned another way, left, inftead of curing, ftie 
(hould make him worfe, by her looking on him, 
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and being guided to take hold of his ; but 
ndian took hold of her hand, and pulled her 
1 on the floor, in a barbarous manner; then 
and was taken off, and her hand put on his, 
the cure was quickly wrought I, being 
mely troubled at their inhuman dealings, 
^d a hafty fpeech, Thai Gm{ would take 
anre on them^ and dejired that God wauld 
tr us out of the bands of unmerciful men, 
\ her mittimus was writ. I did with diflS- 
and charge obtain the liberty of a rooin^ 
lo beds in it ; if there had been, could have 
1 but little reft that night. She was com- 


1 
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ftories, againft people's lives, I did eafily per- 
ceive which way the reft would go ; for the 
fame evidence that ferved for one, would ferve 
for all the reft. I acquainted her with her dan- 
ger; and that if (he were carried to Salem to 
be tried, I feared (he would never return. I did 
my utmoft that (he might have her trial in our 
own county, I with feveral others petitioning 
the judge for it, and were put in hopes of it ; 
but I foon faw fo much, that I underftood 
thereby it was not intended, which put me 
upon confulting the means of her efcape ; 
which through the goodnefs of God was efFeft- 
ed, and (he got to Ilhode-Ifland, but foon found 
herfelf not fafe when there, by reafon of tlie pur- 
fuit after her; from thence (he went to New- 
York, along with fome others that had efcaped 
their cruel hands; where we found his excel- 
lency Benjamin Fletcher, efq. governor, who 
was very courteous to us. After this, fome of 
my goods were feized in a friend's hands, with 
whom I had left them, and myfelf imprifoned 
by the fherifF, and kept in cuftody half a day, 
and then difrni(red ; but to fpeak of their ufage 
of the prifoners, and the inhumanity (hewn to 
them at the time of their execution, no fober 
chriftian could bear. They had alfo trials of 
cruel mockings ; which is tlie more, con(idering 
what a people for religion, I mean the profe(rion 
16 
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Iwe have been ; thofe that fufFered being 

1 of them church members, and moft of 

lunfpotted in their converfation, till their 

iry the devil took up this method for ac- 

them. Per Jonathan Gary/* 

31* Capt. John Aldin was examined in 

and committed to Bofton prifon. The 
[-keeper, feeing fuch a man committed, of 

he had a good efteem, was after this the 
companionate to tliofe that were in prifon 

like account ; and refrained from fuch 
[hings to the prifoners, as before he had 
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and ftaring in people's faces ; the magiftrates 
demanded of them feveral times, who it was of 
all the people in the room that hurt them : one 
of thefe accufers pointed feveral times at one 
captain Hill, there prefent, but Ipake nothing ; 
the fame accufer had a man (landing at her back 
to hold her up ; he (looped down to her ear, 
then (he cried out, Aldin, Aldin afflidled her ; 
one of the magidrates a(ked her if (he had ever 
feen Aldin, (he anfwered no ; he a(ked how (he 
knew it was Aldin ; (he faid the man told her fo. 

Then all were ordered to go down into the 
(Ireet, where a ring was made ; and the fame 
accufer cried out, There (lands Aldin, a bold 
fellow, with his hat on before the judges; he 
fells powder and (hot to the Indians and French, 
and lies with the Indian fquaws, and has Indian 
papoofes. Then was Aldin committed to the 
mar(hal's cudody, and his fword taken from him; 
for they faid he afflidled them with his fword. 
After fome hours Aldin was fent for to the meet- 
ing-houfe in the Village, before the magidrates ; 
who required Aldin to dand upon a chair, to 
the open view of all the people. 

The accufers cried out that Aldin pinched 
them, then, when he dood upon the chair, in the 
fight of all the people, a good way didant from 
them. One of the magidrates bid the mar(hal 
to hold open Aldin's hands, that he might not 
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thofe creatures, Aldin aflced them why 
hould think that he fliould come to that 
e to affli(5t thofe perfons that he never 

or faw before. Mn Gidney bid Aldin 
s, and give glory to God* Aldin faid, he 

he fhould give glory to God, and hoped 
uld never gratify the devil ; bur appealed 
that ever knew him, if they ever fufpeded 
> be fuch a perfon^and cliallcnged any one, 
ould bring in any thing upon their own 
ledge, that might give fufpicion of his 

fuch an one, Mr, Gidney fa id he had 
1 Aldin many years, and had been at lea 
lim^ and always looked upon him to be an 
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to accufe innocent perfons. Mr. Noyes afked 
Aldin why he would offer to Ipeak of the prov- 
idence of God: God by his providence (faid 
mr. Noyes) governs the world, and keeps it in 
peace ; and fo went on with difcourfe, and ftopt 
Aldin's mouth as to that. Aldin told mr. Gid- 
ney, that he could aflure him that there was a 
lying fpirit in them, for I can aflure you that 
there is not a word of truth in all thefe fay of 
me. But Aldin was again committed to the 
marfhal, and his mittimus written, which was as 
follows: 

To mr. John Arnold^ keeper of the prifon in Bofton^ 
in the county of Suffolk, 
Whereas captain John Aldin, of Bofton, mar- 
iner, and Sarah Rice, wife of Nicholas Rice, 
of Reading, huftjandman, have been this day 
brought before us, John Hathorn and Jonathan 
Curwin, efquires ; being accufed and fufpeded 
of perpetrating divers a<fts of witchcraft, contra- 
ry to the form of the ftatute, in that cafe made 
and provided : thefe are therefore, in their maj- 
efties king William and queen Mary's names, 
to will and require you to take into your cuftody 
the bodies of the faid. John Aldin and Sarah 
Rice, and them fafely keep, until they (hall be 
delivered by due courfe of law, as you will an- 
fwer the contrary at your peril ; and this (hall be 
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fufficient warrant. Given undrr our hands 
lem Village, the 31ft of May, in the fourth 
of the rtign of our fovereign lord and 
William and Mary, now king and queen 
England, &c. Anno Domini 1692. 

> Bofton^ Aldin was carried by a conftable; 
lil would be taken for him; but was deliv- 
to the prifon-keeper, where he remained 
1 weeks ; imd then, obferving the manner 
als^ and evidence then taken, was at length 
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The juftices proceeding in thefe works of 
examination and commitment to the end of May, 
there were by that time about a hundred perfons 
imprifoned upon that account. 

June 2. A fpecial commiflion of oyer and 
terminer having been ifllied out, to mr. Stough- 
ton, the new lieutenant governor, major Salton- 
ftall, major Richards, major Gidney, mr. Wait 
Winthrop, captain Sewall, and mr. Sergeant, a 
quorum of whom fat at Salem this day, where 
the mod that was done this week was the trial 
of one Bifhop, * alias Oliver, of Salem ; who 
had long undergone the repute of a witch, 
occasioned by the accufations of one Samuel 
Gray ; he, about twenty years fince, having 
charged her with fuch crimes ; and though upon 
his deathbed he teftified his forrow and repent- 
ance for fuch accufations, as being wholly ground- 
lefs, yet the report, taken up by his means, con- 
tinued, and fhe being accufed by thofe afflift- 
ed, and upon fearch a teat, as they call it, 
being found, (he was brought in guilty by 
the jury; fhe received her fentence of death, 
and was executed June 10, but made not the 

* Bridget Bifliop kept a fmall beer-Hiop on the old Ipfwich road, 
at Danvcrs Plains, where MeflVs. Perley & Currier's ftore now 
(lands. Rev. John Hale, of Beverly, in his depofition, given on 
the 20th of May, 1692, fays that he was informed by the wife of 
John Trade, that Bridget entertained people in her houfe at night, 
in drinking and playing fhovel-board. 
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:onfe(non of anything relating to witch- 

fe 15. Several minifters in and near Bofton^ 

been to that end confuUed by his excel- 

expreft their minds to this efFed, viz. 

|at tliey were affeded with the deplorable 

^f the affli<5led; that they were thankful 

le diligent care of the rulers to deteft the 

mable witchcrafts which have been com* 

11 in the country, praying for a perfcd 

k'ly thereof; but advifed to a cautious 

&ding, left many evils enfue, &c< and that 

rnefsbe ufed towartis thofe accufed, relating 

itters t>refu motive and conviftive. and alfo 
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to the direcftion given in the laws of God, and 
the wholefome ftatutes of the Englifh nation, for 
the detection of witchcraft. 

This is briefly the fubftance of what may be 
feen more at large in Cafes of Confrience. {ult) 
And one of them fince taking occafion to repeat 
fome part of this advice, QVonders of the Invifible 
fVorld, p. 83) declares (notwithftanding the dif- 
fatisfaftion of others) that if his faid book may 
conduce to promote thankfulnefs to God for 
fuch executions, he (hall rejoice, &c. 

The 30th of June, the court according to 
adjournment again fat; five more were tried, 
viz Sarah Good and Rebecca Nurfe, of Salem 
Village ; Sufanna Martin, of Amfl^ury ; Eliza- 
beth How of Ipfwich ; and Sarah Wildes of 
Topsfield : thefe were all condemned that fefTion, 
and were all executed on the 19th of July. 

At the trial of Sarah Good, one of the afllicft- 
ed fell in a fit; and after coming out of it fhe 
cried out of the prifoner, for ftabbing her in the 
breaft with a knife, and that fhe had broken the 
knife in ftabbing of her ; accordingly a piece of 
the blade of a knife was found about her. Im- 
mediately information being given to the court, a 
young man was called, who produced a haft and 
part of the blade, which the court having view- 
ed and compared, faw it to be the fame ; and 
upon inquiry the young man affirmed, that yet 
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y he happened to break that knife, and that 
bft away the upper part. This affliAed 
n being then prefent, the young man was 
fled, and fhe was bidden by the court not 
1 lies I and was improved after (as (he had 
before) to give evidence againft the prif- 

the execution, mn Noyes urged Sarah 
1 to confefs, and told her fhe was a witch, 
Tic knew fhe was a witch; to which Ihe 
tl, you are a Har ; I am no more a witch 
you are a wizard; and if you take away 
fe, God will give you blood to drink. 
the trial of Rebecca Nurfe, it was remark- 
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to her, faid, iVhat^ do you bring her ? /he is one 
of us, or to that efFeft; this, together with 
the clamours of the accufers, induced the jury 
to go out again, after their verdicft, not guilty. 
But not agreeing, they came into the court ; and 
(he being then at the bar, her words were repeat- 
ed to her, in order to have her explanation of 
them; and flie making no reply to them, they 
found the bill, and brought her in guilty ; thefe 
words being the inducement to it, as the fore- 
man has fignified in writing, as follows : 

July 4, 1692. I, Thomas Fifk, the fubfcriber 
hereof, being one of them that were of the jury 
laft week at Salem court, upon the trial of Re- 
becca Nurfe, &c.* being defired by fome of the 
relations to give a reafon why the jury brought 
her in guilty, after her verdicft not guilty; I do 
hereby give my reafons to be as follows, viz. 

When the verdift was, not guilty, the honour- 
ed court was pleafed to objeft againft it, faying 
to them, that they think they let flip the words 
which the prifoner at the bar (pake againft her- 
felf, which were fpoken in reply to goodwife 
Hobbs and her daughter, who had been faulty 
in fetting their hands to the devil's book, as they 

* A mod eftimable and intelligent woman, who, with her amiable 
and excellent filler, Mary Efty, of Topsfield, were executed. — 
Their fifter, Mary Cloyce, efcaped with imprifonment. 
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:onfened formerly; the words were» Pf^at^ 
fe perfons give in evidence again me now ? 
fed IQ come among us. After the honoured 

liad man ife fled their difllitisfadion of the 
% feveral of the jury declared them fr Ives 
us to go out again, and thereupon the 
gave leave ; but when we came to confider 
■^ cafe, I could not tell how to take her 
i as an evidence againft her, till (he had a 
T Opportunity to put her fenfe upon them, 

woultl take it; and then^ gf>ing into court, 
itioned the words aforefaid, which by one 
e court were affirmed to have been {poken 
T^h^jein^thet^^h^barJju^Tm 


1 


■ 
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dence againft their fellow prifoners. And I 
being ibmething hard of hearing, and full of 
grief, none informing me how the court took up 
my words, and therefore had no opportunity to 
declare what I intended, when I faid they were 
of our company. Rebecca Nurse. 

After her condemnation (he was by one of the 
minifters of Salem excommunicated; yet the 
governor faw caufe to grant a reprieve; which 
when known (and fome fay immediately upon 
granting) the accufers renewed their difmal out- 
cries againft her, infomuch that the governor 
was by fome Salem gentlemen prevailed with to 
recall the reprieve, and (he was executed with 
the reft. 

The teftimonials of her chriftian behaviour, 
both in the courfe of her life and at her death, 
and her extraordinary care in educating her 
children, and fetting them good examples, &c. 
under the hands of fo many, are fo numerous, 
that for brevity they are here omitted. 

It was at the trial of thefe that one of the 
accufers cried out publicly of mr. Willard, min- 
ifter in Bofton, as afflifting of her : (he was fent 
out of the court, and it was told about (he was 
miftaken in the perfon. 

Juguft 5, the court again fitting, fix more were 
tried on the (ame account, viz. mr. George Bur- 
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IS, fometime minifter of Wells, John Proc- 
|nd Elizabeth Proftor his wife, with John 

ird, of Salem Village, George Jacobs fcnior, 

[lem^and Martha Carrier^ of Anciover; thefe 

[all brought in guilty, and condemned; and 

all executed, Auguft ig, except Prodor's 

who pleaded pregnancy. 
Burroughs was carried in a cart with the 

s, through the ftreetsof Salem to execution. 
[n he was upon the ladder, he made a fpeech 
(he clearing of his innocency, with fuch 
jin and ferious expreffions, as were to the 
■ration of all prefent : his prayer (which he 
juded by repeating the Lord's prayer) was 
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hole, or grave, between the rocks, about two feet 
deep, his fhirt and breeches being pulled off, and 
an old pair of trowfers of one executed put on 
his lower parts ; he was fo put in, together with 
Willard and Carrier, that one of his hands and 
his chin, and a foot of one of them, were left 
uncovered. 

John Willard had been employed to fetch in 
feveral that were accufed ; but taking diflatisfac- 
tion from his being fent to fetch up fome that he 
had better thoughts of, he declined the fervice; 
and prefently after he himfelf was accufed of the 
fame crime, and that with fuch vehemency, that 
they fent after him to apprehend him. He had 
made his efcape as far as Nafliawag, about forty 
miles from Salem ; yet it is faid thofe accufers 
did then prefently tell the exa6l time, faying. 
Now Willard is taken. 

John Procftor * and his wife being in prifon, 
the fherifF came to his houfe and feized all the 
goods, provifions and cattle that he could come 
at, and fold fome of tlie cattle at half price, and 
killed others, and put them up for the Weft- 
Indies ; threw out the beer out of a barrel, and 
carried away the barrel ; emptied a pot of broth, 

♦ John Proftor was a rcfpe6^ahlc farmer i and great efforts were 
made by his friends, not only at Salem Village, but alfo at Ipfwrich, 
his native town, to fave his life « but they were unfucccfsful. A 
copy of his will, made during his imprifonment and while under 
fentence of death, is in the Probate-Court Records at Salem. 
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took away the pot» and left nothing in the 
t for the fupport of the children. No part 
le faid goods are known to be returned, 
or eameftly requefted mn Noyes to pray 
11 nd for him ; but it was wholly denied, 
ife he would not own himfelf to be a 
1. 

aring his imprifonmenc he fent the following 
r, in behalf of himfelf and others, 

Salem Prifon, July 23, l6g2- 
Mather, Mr. Allen, Mr, Moodv, Mr. 
WiLLARD, and Mr, BArLY, 



OF FACT, &C. 257 

we are all innocent perfons. Here are five 
perfons who have lately confefled themfelves to 
be witches, and do accufe fonie of us of being 
along with them at a facranient, fince we were 
committed into clofe pnfon, which we know to 
be lies. Two of the five are (Carrier's fons) 
young men, who would not confefs any thing 
till they tied them neck and heels, till the blood 
was ready to come out of their nofes ; and it is 
credibly believed and reported this was the 
occafion of making them confefs what they 
never did, by reafon they faid one had been a 
witch a month, and another five weeks, and that 
their mother had made them fo, who has been 
confined here this nine weeks. My fon Wil- 
liam Proftor, when he was examined, becaufe 
he would not confefs that he was guilty, when 
he was innocent, they tied him neck and heels 
till the blood guftied out at his nofe, and would 
have kept him fo twenty-four hours, if one, 
more merciful than the reft, had not taken pity 
on him, and caufed him to be unbound. Thefe 
actions are very like the popifh cruelties. They 
have already undone us in our eflates, and that 
will not ferve their turns without our innocent 
blood. If it cannot be granted that we can 
have our trials at Bofton, we humbly beg that 
you would endeavour to have thefe magiftrates 
changed, and others in their rooms; begging 

>7 
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ntl hefeeching you would be pleafed to be 
if not all, foinc: of you, at our trials, hop- 
lereby you may be the means of faving tlie 
ing of our innocent blood, Defiring your 
rs to the Lord in our behalf, we reft your 
ifflided fervants. John Proctor, &c. 

pleaded very hard at execution for a little 
: of time, faying that he was not fit to lUe ; 

was not granted, 

1 Jacobs * being condenmed, the /KerifFand 
rs came and feized all he had; his wife 
ler wedding ring taken from her, but with 

difficulty obtained it agu^n. She was 
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From the dungeon in Salem prifon^ Jug. 20, 1692. 
Honoured Faiker^ 
After my humble duty remembered to you, 
hoping in the Lord of your good health, as blet 
fed be God I enjoy, though in abundance of 
affliaion, being clofe confined here in a loath- 
fome dungeon ; the Lord look down in mercy 
upon me, not knowing how foon I (hall be put 
to death, by means of the afflicfted perfons ; my 
grandfather having fuffered already, and all his 
eftate feized for the king. The reafon of my 
confinement is this : I having, through the mag- 
iftrates' threatenings, and my own vile and wretch- 
ed heart, confefled feveral things contrary to my 
confcience and knowledge, though to the wound- 
ing of my own foul, (the Lord pardon me for 
it); but oh ! the terrors of a wounded confcience 
who can bear? But blefled be the Lord, he 
would not let me go on in my fins, but in mercy, 
I hope to my foul, would not fuflfer me to keep 
it in any longer, but I was forced to confefs ^the 
truth of all before the magiftrates, who would 
not believe me ; but 'tis their pleafure to put me 
in here, and God knows how foon I fhall be put 
to death. Dear father, let me beg your prayers 
to the Lord on my behalf, and fend us a joyful 
and happy meeting in heaven. My mother, 
poor woman, is very crazy, and remembers her 
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^ove to you, and to uncle, viz. D. A. So 
you to the pro ted ion of the Lord, I 
)ur dutiful daughter, 

Margaret Jacobs. 

[the time appointed for her trials fhe liad an 
thume in her head, which was her efcape. 
ttemi^er g, fix more were tried, and received 
Ice of death, viz. Martha Cory, of Salem 
|e ; Mary Eafty, ot 'Fopsfield ; AHce Par- 
id Ann Pudeater, of Salem ; Dorcas Hoar, 
Iverly, and Mary Bradberry, of Sal i (bury. 
16, Giles Cory was preft to death. 
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ment, but would not put himfelf on trial by the 
jury (they having cleared none upon trial) and 
knowing there would be the fame witnefles 
againft him, rather chofe to undergo what death 
tliey would put him to. In prefling, his tongue 
being preft out of his mouth, the fherifF with 
his cane forced it in again when he was dying. 



Cory, fomc fcvcntcen years before, was fufpefled of caufing the 
death of a man in his employ. The coroner's jury, which fat upon 
the body, rendered a vcrdi6l of murder, by bruifing, — he having, as 
they exprelTed it, " dodders of blood about the heart." Wc may 
fuppofe that the remembrance of this occurrence may have prejudic- 
ed the minds of many againd Cory, although there was not a particle 
of evidence that he caufcd, or was knowing to, the death of the man 
in his employ, and living in his houfe. The courts took no notice 
of the afrair,and it was generally forgotten, until recalled by his prof- 
ecution for witchcraft. The flory of the murder feems to have 
been ufed at the time to palliate the dreadful deed of preffmg him 
to death, by inducing the public to believe that he fuffered a juft 
punifhment, in confequence of his having, feventeen years before, 
preflfed a man to death with his feet. 

It is generally fuppofed, and we think corre6Uy, that Giles 
Cory, feeing that no one efcaped, and that a trial was but a farce, 
refufed to plead. But Ann Putman informs us, that the ghoft of the 
man, whom it was faid Cory murdered, appeared to her the night 
before his execution, and told her that when goodman Cory 
made his witch-covenant, the devil (lipulated with him, and gave 
him aflfurance, that he fhould never be hanged, let what would 
come ; but was careful not to tell him he Oiould be preflfed to 
death. The ghoft in the winding (lieet further informed Ann, 
that Cory*s heart was hardened that he fhould not hearken to the 
importunity of the court to plead either guilty or not guilty, fo 
that he might at leaft die a more eafy death than by prefling — Be- 
caufe, continued the fpeflre, it mud be done to him as he has done 
to me^ the ghoft of the murdered man I 
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¥as the firft in New-England that was ever 
to death. 

le cart, going to the hill with theft eight 
cecution, was for fonie time at afet; the 

led and others faid that the devil hindered 

1^ 

iirtha Cory, wife to Giles Cory, protefting 
nnocency, concluded her life with an enii- 
prayer upon the ladder, 
'^ardwell, having formerly confefled himfelf 
y, and after denied it, was foon brought 
i his trial ; his former confefiion and fpedlrc 
nony was all tliat appeared againft him. 
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not here to be named, was found an excrefcence, 
which they called a teat. Before her death (he 
prefented the following petition : 

" To the honourable judge and bench now 
fitting in judicature in Salem, and the reverend 
minifters, humbly (heweth. That whereas your 
humble poor petitioner, being condemned to die, 
doth humbly beg of you to take it into your 
judicious and pious confideration, that your poor 
and humble petitioner, knowing my own inno- 
cency (blefled be the Lord for it) and feeing 
plainly the wiles and fubtilty of my accufers, by 
myfelf, cannot but judge charitably of others, 
that are going the fame way with myfelf, if the 
Lord ftep not mightily in. I was confined a 
whole month on the fame account that I am now 
condemned, and then cleared by the afflifted per- 
fons, as fome of your honours know ; and in 
two days time I was cried out upon by them 
again, and have been confined, and now am 
condemned to die. The Lord above knows my 
innocence then, and likewife doth now, as at the 
great day will be known by men and angels. I 
petition to your honours not for my own life, for 
I know I muft die, and my appointed time is 
fet ; but the Lord he knows if it be poflible that 
no more innocent blood be /hed, which undoubt- 
edly cannot be avoided in the way and courfe 
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in. I queftion not but your honours do 
utnioft of your powers, in the difcovery 

lete<5ting of witchcraft and witches, and 

1 not be guilty of innocent blood for the 
; but by my own innocency I know you 
the wrong way. The Lord in his infinite 

' tUreft you in this great work, if it be his 
1 will, ihat innocent blood be not ttied. I 
1 humbly beg of you that your honours 
I be pleafcd to examine fonie of thofe con^ 
[ witciies, I being confident there are fcv- 
i them have belied thenifelves and others, 
1 appear, if not in this world, I am fure in 



OF FACT, &C. 265 

After execution, mr. Noyes, turning him to 
the bodies, faid. What a fad thing it is to fee 
eight firebrands of hell hanging there ! 

In Odlober, 1692, one of Wenham com- 
plained of mrs. Hale, whofe hu(band, the minif- 
ter of Beverly, had been very forward in thefe 
profecutions ; but being fully fatisfied of his 
wife's fincere chriftianity caufed him to alter his 
judgment ; for it was come to a dated controver- 
fy, among the New-England divines, whether 
the devil could afflidl in a good man's fhape; 
it feems nothing elfe could convince him, yet 
when it came fo near to himfelf he was foon 
convinced, that the devil might fo afflift. 
Which fame reafon did afterwards prevail with 
many others, and much influenced to the fucceed- 
ing change at trials. 

O^ober 7. Edward Bifhop and his wife hav- 
ing made their efcape out of prifon, this day 
mr. Corwin, the ftieriff^, came and feized his 
goods and chattels, and had it not been for his 
fecond fon (who borrowed ten pound and gave 
it him) they had been wholly loft. The receipt 
follows ; but it feems they muft be content with 
fuch a receipt as he would give them : 

Received, this 7th day of 06lober, 169a, of Samuel Bifhop, of 
the town of Salem, of the county of EfTex, in New-England, cord- 
wainer, in full fatisfaction, a valuable fum of money, for the goods 
and chattels of Edward Bifliop, fenior, of the town and county 
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id, hunjaridmari j which gootts and ghat ids being fdzed^ for 
c CM Kdivard Blfliop, am) Siir^h his wiit^ having tHreii com- 
ioT witchcraft and felony, Uuve made their dc»j)e j and iheir 
and chauels were forfeited unio their majtliici, and now 
in pofTcHion of the faid Satnuct Biihopi and in behalf of 
oajediea, I do hereby difch^rge the faid goods and chaiteU^ 
f and year above wriitcn^ as witnef^ my hand, 

GBdkCt CosLWis, S&fr/ff. 

pt before this, the faid Biftiop's el deft fon 

ig married into that family of the Putmans, 

were chief profecutors in this bufinefs, he 

ng a cow to be brantletl left it ftiould be 

d, and having a pufti or boil upon his ihight 

)us ftraining it broke; this is that that was 
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eftate was feized, and was alfo bought again for 
eight pound. 

George Jacobs, fon to old Jacobs, being ac- 
"cufed, he fled; then the officers came to his 
houfe ; his wife was a woman crazy in her fenfes, 
and had been fo feveral years. She it feems had 
been alfo accufed. There were in the houfe with 
her only four fmall children, and one of tliem 
fucked her eldeft daughter, being in prifon: the 
officer perfuaded her out of the houfe, to go 
along with him, telling her (he ftiould fpeedily 
return ; the children ran a great way after her, 
crying. 

When /he came where the afflidled were, 
being afked, they faid they did not know her; 
at length one faid, Don't you know Jacobs^ the 
old witch ? and then they cried out of her, and 
fell down in their fits. She was fent to prifon, 
and lay there ten months; the neighbours of 
pity took care of the children to preferve them 
from perifhing. 

About this time a new fcene was begun; one 
Jofeph Ballard, of Andover, whofe wife was ill, 
(and after died of a fever) fent to Salem for fome 
of thofe accufers, to tell him who afflidled his 
wife ; others did the like : horfe and man were 
fent from feveral places to fetch thofe accufers 
who had the fpeftral fight, that they might there- 
by tell who afflidled thofe that were any ways ill. 
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then thefe came into any place where fuch 

ufually fhey fell into a fit; after which, 

afked who it was that afflid:ed the perfon, 

would, for the moft part, name one who 

[faid fat on tlie head, and another that fat on 

lower parts, of the afflidted. Soon after 

^rd's fending (as above) more than fifty of 

kople of Andover were complained of, for 

ting their neighbours* Here it was that 

accufed themfelves of riding upon poles 

iigh the air; many parents believing their 

Ircn to be witches, and many hu /bands their 

Is, &c. When thefe accufers came to the 
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rid upon him. He made his efcape into Pifcatu- 
qua government, and the dog was put to death, 
and was all of the afflidled that fuffered death. 

At Andover, the afflidled complained of a 
dog, as afflifting them, and would fall into their 
fits at the dog's looking upon tliem ; the dog 
was put to death. 

A worthy gentleman of Bofton being about 
this time accufed by thofe at Andover, he (ent 
by fome particular friends a writ to arreft thofe 
accufers in a thoufand pound aftion for defama- 
tion, with inftruftions to them to inform them- 
felves of the certainty of the proof, in doing 
which their bufinefe was perceived, and from 
thenceforward the accufations at Andover gen- 
erally ceafed. 

In Oftober fome of thefe accufers were fent 
for to Gloucefter, and occafioned four women to 
be fent to prifon ; but Salem prifon being fo 
full it could receive no more, two were fent to 
Ipfwich prifon. In November they were fent 
for again by lieutenant Stephens, who was told 
that a fifter of his was bewitched ; in their way, 
pafling over Ipfwich-bridge, they met with an 
old woman, and inftantly fell into their fits. 
But by this time the validity of fuch accufations 
being much queftloned, they found not that 
encouragement they had clone elfewhere, and 
foon withdrew. 
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[lefe accufers fwore that they faw three per- 
I fitting upon lieutenant Stephens*s fifter till 
lied ; yet bond was accepted for thofe three- 
id now nineteen perfons having been hanged^ 
e preft to death* and eight more con* 
ped, in all twenty-eight, of which above 
rJ part were members of fome of the 
thes in New-England, and more than half 
lem of a good converfation in general* and 
Inc cleared ; about fifty having confeft them- 
to be witches, of which not one exe^ 
; above an hundred and fifty in prifon, and 
two hundred more acoufed ; the fpecial 
liffion of oyer and terminer comes to a 
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be determined ; the executions feemed mixt, in 
prefling to death for not pleading, which moft 
agrees with the laws of England ; and fentenc- 
ing women to be hanged for witchcraft, accord- 
ing to the former pradlice of this country, and 
not by burning, as is faid to have been the law 
of England. And though the confefling witch- 
es were many, yet not one of them that confefP- 
ed their own guilt, and abode by their confeflion, 
was put to death. 

Here followeth what account fome of thofe 
rniferable creatures give of their confeflion un- 
der their own hands : 

" We, whofe names are under written, inhabi- 
tants of Andover, when as that horrible and tre- 
mendous judgment beginning at Salem Village, 
in the year 1692, (by fome called witchcraft) 
firft breaking forth at mr. Parris's houfe, feveral 
young perfons being feemingly afflifted, did ac- 
cufe feveral perfons forafflidling them, and many 
there believing it fo to be ; we being informed 
that if a perfon were fick, the afflifted perfon 
could tell what or who was the caufe of that 
ficknefs : Jofeph Ballard, of Andover (his wife be- 
ing fick at the fame time) he either from himfelf, 
or by the advice of others, fetched two of the 
perfons, called the afflifted perfons, from Salem 
Village to Andover : which was the beginning 
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It dreadful c^ilamity that befel us in An- 
r. And the authority in Andover, believing 
lid accu rations to be true^ fcnt for the faid 
ns to come together to the meeting-lioufe 
ndover (the affliftcd perfons being there.) 
' mr. Bernard had been at prayer, we were 
Ifoldedj and our hands were laid upon the 
ted perfons, they being in their fits, and fiill- 
nto their fits at our coming into their preP 
(as they fiiid) and fome led us and laid our 
s upon them, and then they faid they were 
and that we were guilty of affliifling of 
; whereupon we were all feizrd as prifoners, 
warrant from a jiiftlce of the peace, and forth- 


1 


■ 
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US, that we were witches, and they knew it, and 
we knew it, and they knew that we knew it, 
which made us think that it was fo ; and our 
underftanding, our reafon and our faculties al- 
moft gone, we were not capable of judging our 
condition ; as alfo the hard nieafures they ufed 
with us rendered us uncapable of making our 
defence; but faid any thing and every thing 
which they defiied; and moft of what we (aid 
was but in efFed a confenting to what they faid. 
Sometime after, when we were better compofed, 
they telling of us what we had confefled, we did 
profefs that we were innocent, and ignorant of 
fuch things. And we hearing that Samuel 
Wardwell had renounced his confeflion, and 
quickly after was condemned and executed, 
fome of us were told that we were going after 
Wardwell. 



Mary Ofgood^ 
Mary Tiler^ 
Deliv, Dane^ 



Abigail Barker^ 
Sarah Wilfon^ 
Hannah "Tiler,'' 



It may here be further added, concerning 
thofe that did confefs, that befides that powerful 
argument, of life (and freedom from hardships, 
not only promifed, but alfo performed to all that 
owned their guilt) there are numerous inftances, 
too many to be here inferted, of the tedious ex- 
aminations before private perfons, many hours 
18 
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ler; they all that time urging them to con- 
nd taking turns to pcrfuade them) till the 
;cl were wearied out by being forced lo 
Co long, or for want of flecp, &c, and fo 
ht to give an artent to what they (iiid ; they 
aiking them. Were you at fuch a witch- 
ig ■? or. Have you figned the devil's book ? 
Upon their replying. Yes, the whole was 
I Into form, as iheir confeflion. 
t that which did mightily further fuch con- 
s was^ their neareft relations urging them 
Thefe, feeing no other way of efcape for 
thought it the beft advice that could be 
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ton. Two of the judges have alfo given their 
fentiments in thefe words, p. 147. 

The reverend and worthy author having, at the dire6lion of his 
excellency the governor, fo tar obliged the publick, as to give 
fome account of the fuflferings brought upon the country by witch- 
crafts, and of the trials which have pafT^d upon feveral executed for 
the same : 

Upon perufal thereof, we find the matters of fa£l and evidence 
truly reported, and a profpefl given of the methods of convi^ion, 
ufed in the proceedings of the court at Salem. 

William Stoughton, 
Samuel Sewall. 

Boston, Oct, II, 169a. 

And confidering that this may fall into the 
hands of fuch as never (aw thofe IVonders^ it may 
be needful to tranfcribe the whole account he 
has given thereof, without any variation (but 
with one of the indidments annexed to the trial 
of each) which is thus prefaced, pp. 81, 82, 83. 

" But I fhall no longer detain my reader from 
his expedled entertainment, in a brief account of 
the trials which have pafled upon some of the 
malefaftors lately executed at Salem for the 
witchcrafts whereof they ftood convidled. For 
my own part I was not prefent at any of them ; 
nor ever had I any perfonal prejudice againft 
the perfons thus brought upon the ftage ; much 
lefs, at the furviving relations of thofe perfons, 
with and for whom I would be as hearty a 
mourner, as any man living in the world: The 
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7mfQrt them! But having received a corn- 
to do, I can do no other than ftiortly 
^he chief matters of faft, which occurred 
trials of (bmc that were executed^ in 
[ridgnient colleded out of the court- 
on this occafion put into my Itands, 
be to take the truth, juft as it was; and 
tth will hurt no good man. There might 
leen more of thefe ; and if fome other wor- 
lds did not perhaps intend fomething 
in thefe colleftions ; for wtiich caufe I 
>nly fingled out four or five, which may 
to illuftrate the way of dealing, wherein 
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thankfulnefs unto God, for juftice being fo far 
executed among us, I (hall rejoice that God is 
glorified; and pray that no wrong fteps of ours 
may ever fully any of his glorious works." 

The bidiSlment of George Burroughs. 

EfTex fs. Anno Regni Regis & Regin^ IVlUielmi & Marine, 
nunc Angl'ta^ &c. quarto. 

The jurors for our fovcreign lord and lady the king and queen 
prefent, that George Burroughs, late of Falmouth, in the province 
of the MaOachufetts Bay, in New England, clerk, the 9th day of 
May, in the fourth year of the reign of our fovereign lord and lady 
William and Mary, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland, king and queen, defenders of the faith, &c., 
and divers other days and times, as well before as after, certain de- 
teftable arts, called witchcrafts and forceries, wickedly and felo- 
nioufly hath ufcd, pra^lifcd and cxcrcifcd, at and within the townfhip 
of Salem, in the county of Kflex, aforefaid, in, upon and againft 
one Mary Wolcott, of Salem Village, in the county of ElTex, 
Angle woman ; by which faid wicked arts the faid Mary Wolcott, 
the 9th day of May, in the fourth year abovefaid, and divers other 
days and times, as well before as after, was and is tortured, afflicted, 
pined, confumed, wafted, and tormented, againft the peace of our 
fovereign lord and lady, the king and queen, and againft the form 
of the ftatute in that cafe made and provided. 

Witneffes, Mary Wolcott^ Sarah Fibber^ Mercy Leivis, Ann Put^ 
many Eiix, Hubbard. 

Endorfed by the grand jury, Bi/la Fera, 

There was alfo a fecond indidlment, for af- 
flidllng Elizabeth Hubbard. The witnefles to 
the faid indictment were Elizabeth Hubbard^ 
Mary PVolcott and Ann Putman. 

The third indiftment was for afflidling Mercy 
Lewis : the witnefles, the faid Mercy Lewis^ 
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IVok&n, Elizabeth Hubbard and Jnn Put- 

t fourth, for afts of witchcraft on Ann 

an: the witncflcSj the faid Jnn Putman^ 

fVokatt, Elizabeth Hubbard, and Mary 

rial of G. B.* as printed in ff^onders of the 

Invifible IVorld^ from p. 91 to 104. 

id fhould I have been, if I had never 
n the name of this iTian, or never had this 

K- trial of Rev. George Bunoughs a^ipears to have attra^ed 
iHjtik'e, from the circumftance of his Wing a former clergy- 




■ 
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occaHon to mention fo much as the firft letters 
of his name ; but the government requiring 
fome account of his trial to be inferted in this 
book, it becomes me with all obedience to fub- 
mit unto the order. 

1. This G. B. was indifted for witchcrafts; 
and, in the profecution of the charge againft 
him, he was accufed by five or fix of the be- 
witched, as the author of their miferies ; he was 
accufed by eight of the confefling witches, as 
being a head aftor at fome of their heilifh ren- 
dezvous, and who had the promife of being a 
king in fatan's kingdom, now going to be 
erefted ; he was accufed by nine perfons, for 
extraordinary lifting, and fuch feats of fl:rength 
as could not be done without a diabolical af- 
fiftance ; and for other fuch things he was ac- 
cufed, until about thirty teftimonies were 
brought in againft him; nor were thefe judged 
the half of what might have been confidered, 
for his conviaion : however, they were enough 
to fix the charafter of a witch upon him, accord- 
in regard to the reputation of Rev. George Burroughs, Judge 
Sullivan, in his hiftory of Maine, fays : — " He was a man of bad 
character, and of a cruel difpofition." — Our refearches lead us 
to form a very different opinion. And all the weight of chara^er 
enlifted againft him, fails to counteraft the favourable impreflion 
made by his chriftian condu6>, during his imprifonment, and at the 
time of his execution. We find Georgius Burroughs in the Har- 
vard catalogue lid of graduates for the year 1670. 
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the rules of reafoning, by the judicious 
J in that cafe dircfteil, 

[The court being fenfiblc that the teftimo- 

>f the parties bewitched ufed to have a 

among the fufijicions, or prcfumptions, 

Hit in agairtft one inilifted for witchcraft, 

were now heard the tcfti monies of fevcral 

|iy who were mod notorioufly bewitched, 

^ery day tortured by invifible hands, and 

I now all charged the fpedlres of G. B. to 

(hare In their torments. At the exam* 

In of this G* B* the bewitched people were 

l>ufly ha raffed with preternatural mifchiefs, 
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the witches ufed for the vexing of the fufferers, 
when they cried out of G. B. biting them, the 
print of his teeth would be ken on the flefh of 
the complainers; andjuft fuch a fet of teeth as 
G. B.'s would then appear upon them, which 
could be diftinguiflied from thofe of fome other 
men's. 

Others of them teftified, that in their torments 
G. B. tempted them to go unto a (Kcrament, 
unto which they perceived him with a found of 
trumpet fummoning other witches; who quickly 
after the found would come from all quarters 
unto the rendezvous. One of them, falling into 
a kind of a trance, afterwards affirmed, that G. 
B. had carried her into a very high mountain, 
where he (howed her mighty and glorious king- 
doms, and faid he would give them all to her, 
if (he would write in his book ; but (he told 
him, they were none of his to give, and re- 
fused the motion, enduring much mifery for 
that refufal. 

It coft the court a wonderful deal of trouble 
to hear the teftimonies of the fufferers; for when 
tliey were going to give in their depofitions, 
they would for a long while be taken with fits, 
that made them uncapable of faying anything. 
The chief judge a(ked the prifoner, who he 
tliought hindered thefe witnefTcs from giving 
their teftimonies ; and he anfwered, he fuppofed 



MATTERS 



the devil. That honourable perfon then 
[cl, How conies the devil fo loth to have 
leftiiiiony borne ngainft you ? which caft 
Into very great confufion. 

It hath been a frequent thing for the 

[died people to be entertained with appari- 

lof ghofts of murderetl people, at the fame 

]that the fpedres of the witches trouble 

Thefe ghofts do always affright the be- 

[rs, more than all the other fpeflral reprefen- 

and when they exhibit themfelveSj they 

It of being murdered by the witchcrafts or 

violences of the perfons who are then in 
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two women, who faid they were G. B.'s two 
wives ; and that he had been the death of them ; 
and that the magiftrates muft be told of it, before 
whom, if B. upon his trial denied it, they did not 
know but that they (hould appear again in the 
court. Now G. B. had been infamous, for the 
barbarous ufage of his two fucceflive wives, all the 
country over. Moreover, it was teftified, the fpec- 
tre of G. B. threatening the fufferers, told them 
he had killed (befides others) mrs. Lawfon and 
her daughter Ann. And it was noted, that thefe 
were the virtuous wife and daughter of one, at 
whom this G. B. might have a prejudice, for being 
ferviceable at Salem Village, from whence himfelf 
had in ill terms removed fome years before ; and 
that when they died, which was long fince, there 
were fome odd circumftances about them, which 
made fome of the attendants there fufpeft fome- 
thing of witchcraft, though none imagined from 
what quarter it fhould come. 

Well, G. B. being now upon his trial, one of 
the bewitched perfons was caft into horror at the 
ghofts of B.'s two deceafed wives, then appear- 
ing before him, and crying for vengeance againft 
him. Hereupon feveral of the bewitched per- 
fons were fucceflively called in, who all, not 
knowing what the former had feen and faid, con- 
curred in their horror of the apparition, which 
they affirmed that he had before him. But he. 
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jh much appalled, utterly denied that he 
ned anything of ir» nor was it any part of 
>nviAion, 

Judicious writers have affigned it a great 
in the convidtton of witches, when perfons 
npeachcd by other notorious witches to be 
1 as themfelves, efpecially ii the perfons 
been much noted for negleding the wor- 
jf God, Now, as there might have been 
lonies enough of G. B's antipathy to prayer, 
he other ordinances of God, though by his 
ITion Angularly obliged thereunto; Co there 
came in againft the prifoner, the tefttmonies 
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When the Lancafliire witches were condemn- 
ed, I do not remember that there was any 
confiderable further evidence, than that of the 
bewitched, and than that of fome that had con- 
fefled. We fee fo much already againft G. B. 
But this being indeed not enough, there were 
other things to render what had already been 
produced credible. 

5. A famous divine recites this among the 
convidlions of a witch ; the teftimony of the 
party bewitched, whether pining or dying ; to- 
gether with the joint oaths of fufficient perfons, 
that have fecn certain prodigious pranks, or feats, 
wrought by the party accufed. Now God had 
been pleafed fo to leave G. B. that he had en- 
fnared himfelf, by feveral inftances, which he had 
formerly given, of a preternatural ftrength ; and 
which were now produced againft him. He 
was a very puny man, yet he had often done 
things beyond the ftrength of a giant. A gun 
of about feven feet barrel, and fo heavy that 
ftrong men could not fteadily hold it out, with 
both hands, there were feveral teftimonies given 
in by perfons of credit and honour, that he made 
nothing of taking up fuch a gun behind the 
lock with but one hand, and holding it out, like 
a piftol, at arm's end. G. B. in his vindication 
was fo foolifti as to fay, that an Indian was there, 
and held it out, at the fame time : whereas, none 
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fpe<5lators ever faw any fuch Indian ; but 

ippofed tiie black man (as the witches call 

^vil, and they generally fay he refcmbles 

LdlanJ might give him that afliftance. 

was evidence Hkewire brought in, that he 

Inotliing of taking up whole barrels filled 

Inola/rcs, or cider, in very difadvantageous 

■es, and carrying them ofF^ through the moft 

lit places, out of a canoe to the fhore. 

|i, there were two teftimonieii, that G. B, 

>nly putting the fore-finger of his right 

tnto the muzzle of an heavy gun, a fowl- 

|ece of about fix or C^v^n feet barrel, lifted 

mn, an<l licid it out at ar[n's end : a (nin 
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would, when he came home from abroad, pre- 
tend to tell the talk which any had with them : 
that he has brought them to the point of death, 
by his harfh dealings with his wives, and then 
made the people about him to promife that in cafe 
death (hould happen they would fay nothing of 
it: that he ufed all means to make his wives 
write, fign, feal and fwear a covenant never to 
reveal any of his fecrets : that his wives had 
privately complained unto the neighbours about 
frightly apparitions of evil (pirits, with which 
their houfe was fometimes infefted ; and that 
many fuch things had been whilpered among the 
neighbourhood. There were alfo fome other 
tefti monies, relating to the death of people, 
whereby the confciences of an impartial jury 
were convinced that G. B. had bewitched the 
perfons mentioned in the complaints. But I am 
forced to omit feveral fuch paflages in this as 
well as in all tlie fucceeding trials, becaufe the 
fcribes who took notice of them have not fup- 
plied me. 

7. One mr. Ruck, brother-in-law to this G. 
B. teftified, that G. B. and he himfelf, and his 
fifter, who was G. B.'s wife, going out for two 
or three miles, to gatlier ftrawberries. Ruck, with 
his fifter, the wife of G. B. rode home very foft- 
ly, with G. B. on foot, in their company ; G. B. 
ftept afide a little into the bufhes, whereupon 
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\altcd and hollowed for him: he not an* 

ig, they went away homewards, with a 

encd pace, without any expedation of 

him in a confiderablc while; and yet, 

they were got nearhome^ to their aftonifti- 

they found him on foot, with them* having 

kct of ft ra wherries, G. B, immediately 

fell to chiding his wife, on the account of 

(he had been fpeaking to her brother of 

)n the road ; which when they wondered 

faid^ he knew their thoughts. Ruck, being 

d at that, made fome reply, intimating that 

vil himfcif did not know Co tar; but G. B. 

m|jn^Go(^nKike^knowT^jou 
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fometimes are mafters of; and it is the more 
credible, becaufe there is demonftration that they 
often render many other things utterly invifible. 

8. Faultering, faulty, unconftant and contrary 
anfwers, upon judicial and deliberate examina- 
tion, are counted fome unlucky fymptoms of 
guilt in all crimes, efpecially in witchcrafts. 
Now there never was a prifoner more eminent 
for them than G. B. both at his examination and 
on his trial. His tergiverfations, contradiftions, 
and falfehoods were very fenfible; he had little 
to fay, but that he had heard fome things, that 
he could not prove, rcfledling upon the reputa- 
tion of fome of the witnefles : only he gave in 
a paper to the jury, wherein, although he had 
many times before granted not only that there 
are witches, but alfo that the prefent fufferings 
of the country are the efFefts of horrible witch- 
crafts, yet he now goes to evince it, that there 
neither are, nor ever were, witches, that having 
made a compaft with the devil, can fend a devil 
to torment other people at a diftance. This 
paper was tranfcribed out of Ady ; which the 
court prefently knew, as foon as they heard it. 
But he faid, he had taken none of it out of any 
book ; for which his evafion afterwards was, that 
a gentleman gave him the difcourfe in a manu- 
fcript, from whence he tranfcribed it. 

9. The jury brought him in guilty; but when 

19 
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Le to die, he utterly denied the faft, where- 
Ihad been thus convided. 



Th^ Indiiiment of Briilget Bipa^p. 

Jmw ktfgn't Rtglr i^ Regitnf WiUitlmi & Mart^t 

Lirori for our fovcrejgn brd and hAy the king and queen 

I iW^i Bridget BiAiup, aLi^$ Oliver, the wife of iidward 

S^letii, ill the cuunty of iill^x, f^ixvyer, the nijit^tcenih 

\^jrU, in the fourth year of the reign of our Ibvereign kird 

Willjatn and Mary, by the grace of God, of Engbnd, 

{■ranee ati^ kdami, k'vwg £ind queen, defetvdcrs of the 

:iiki diver* other ibys ^iid timc^iT as well hefore asi after, 

klt'uB^blc arts, called wii^hcTalt^ and forceries, wickedly 

inuully h^th ufed, piafliled and exerctied, at and within the 

y oi Salem I in the county of Kdex, aforellttd, in, upon and 
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The third indidlment was for afflidling Mary 
Wolcott; witnefles to which laid indidlment were, 
Mary Wolcott, Mary Lewis, mr. Samuel Parris, 
Nathaniel Ingerfoll, Thomas Putman, Ann Put- 
man, Elizabeth Hubbard, Abigail Williams. 

The fourth indidlment was for afflidling Eliza-^ 
beth Hubbard; witnefles to which faid indidlment 
were, the faid Elizabeth Hubbard, Mercy Lewis, 
mr. Parris, Nathaniel Ingerfoll, Thomas Putman, 
Ann Putman, Mary Wolcott, Abigail Williams. 

The fifth indidlment was for afflidling Jnn 
Putman ; witnefles to which faid indidlment 
were the faid Ann Putman, mr. Samuel Parris, 
Nathaniel Ingerfoll, Thomas Putman, Mercy 
Lewis, Mary Wolcott, Abigail Williams, Eliza- 
beth Hubbard. 

The Trial of Bridget Bishop, as printed in IVon-- 
ders of the Invifible fVorld^ June 2, 1 692, from 
p. 104 to p, 114. 

I. She was indidled for bewitching feveral 
perfons in the neighbourhood. The indidlment 
being drawn up, according to the form in fuch 
cafes ufual, and pleading not guilty, there were 
brought in feveral perfons, who had long under- 
gone many kinds of miferies, which were pre- 
ternaturally inflidled, and generally afcribed unto 
an horrible witchcraft. There was little occafion 
to prove the witchcraft, it being evident and no- 





1 

to all beholders. Now to fix the witch- 
n the prifoner at the bar, the firft thing 
as the teftimony of the bewitched ; where- 
bral teftified, that the fhape of the prifoner 
ten times very grievoufly pinch them, choke 
bite them, and affliift them ; urging them 
te their names in a book, which the faid 

called ours. One of them did further 
that it was the (hapeof this prifoner, with 
r, which one day took her from her wheel, 
irrying her to the river fide^ threatened 
o drown her, if fhe did not iign the book 
^ned ; which yet ftie refufed. Others of 
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over, upon fome (pecial adlions of her body, as 
the fhaking of her head, or the turning of her 
eyes, they prefently and painfully fell into the like 
poftures. And many of the like accidents now 
fell out, while fhe was at the bar ; one at the 
fame time teftifying, that fhe laid, fhe could not 
be troubled to fee the afflifted thus tormented. 

3. There was toftimony likewife brought in, 
that a man flriking once at a place where a 
bewitched perfon faid the fhape of this Bifhop 
flood, the bewitched cried out that he had torn 
her coat, in the place then particularly fpecified; 
and the woman's coat was found to be torn in 
the very place. 

4. One Deliverance Hobbs, who had confeiP 
ed her being a witch, was now tormented by the 
fpedlres for her confefTion. And fhe now tefli- 
fied, that this Bifhop tempted her to fign the 
book again, and to deny what fhe had confefTed. 
She affirmed, that it was the fhape of this prifon- 
er which whipped her with iron rods, to compel 
her thereunto. And fhe affirmed, that this Bifh- 
op was at a general meeting of the witches in a 
field, at Salem Village, and there partook of a 
diabolical facrament, in bread and wine, then 
adminiflered. 

5. To render it further unqueflionable, that 
the prifoner at the bar was the perfon truly 
charged in tliis witchcraft, there were produced 
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I evidences of other witchcrafts, by her per- 
lecl. For inftance, John Cook teftified, that 

five or fix years ago, one morning about 
k he was, in his chamber^ aflaulted by the 

of this prifoner ; which looked on him, 
at him, anti very much hurt him with a 

)n the fide of the head ; and that on the 
Itay, about noon, the fame fhape walked in 
lorn where he was» and an apple ftrangely 
lut of his iiand into the lap of his mother, 
[eight feet froEii him, 

>amuel Gray teftified, that about fourteen 
igo, he waked on a night, and faw the room 
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apparel, and all circumftances, that it was the 
apparition of this Biftiop, which had thus troub- 
led him. 

7. John Bly and his wife teftified, that he 
bought a fow of Edward Bifhop, the hufband 
of the prifoner, and was to pay the price agreed 
unto another perfon. This prifoner, being angry 
that fhe was thus hindered from fingering the 
money, quarrelled with Bly ; foon after which 
the fow was taken with ftrange fits, jumping, 
leaping, and knocking her head againft the fence; 
fhe feemed blind and deaf, and would neither 
eat nor be fucked. Whereupon a neighbour 
faid, fhe believed the creature was overlooked; 
and fundry other circumftances concurred, which 
made the deponents believe that Bifhop had 
bewitched it. 

8. Richard Coman teftified, that eight years 
ago, as he lay awake in his bed, with a light 
burning in the room, he was annoyed with the 
apparition of this Bifhop, and of two more that 
were ftrangers to him, who came and opprefTed 
him, fo that he could neither ftir himfelf, nor 
wake any one elfe ; and that he was the night 
after molefted again in the like manner, the faid 
Bifhop taking him by the throat, and pulling 
him almoft out of the bed. His kinfman offered 
for this caufe to lodge with him , and that night, 
as they were awake, difcourfing together, this 
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was once more vifued by the guefts 

iiad formerly been (o troublcfome, his 

n being at the fame time ftruck fpeechlefs, 

able to move hand or foot. He had laid 

^rd by him ; which thofe unhappy fpedlres 

ve much to wreft from him, but he lield 

for tliem. He then grew able to call the 

of his boufc ; but aldiough they heard 

!t they had not power to fpeak or ftir, 

la ft one of the people crying out, What*s 

tter? the fpeflres all vanifhed, 

amucl Shattock teftified, that in the year 

this Bridget Bilhop often came to his 

upon fuch frivolous and foolifh erranils> 
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box, and never feen more. The child was im- 
mediately hereupon taken with terrible fits, 
whereof his friends thought he would have 
died : indeed he did nothing but cry and fleep, 
for feveral months together; and at length his 
underftanding was utterly taken away. Among 
other fymptoms of an enchantment upon him, 
one was, that there was a board in the garden, 
whereon he would walk ; and all the invitations 
in the world would never fetch him off. About 
feventeen or eighteen years after, there came a 
ftranger to Shattock's houfe, who, feeing the 
child, faid. This poor child is bewitched ; and you 
have a neighbour living not far off who is a witch. 
He added. Tour neighbour has had a falling out 
with your wife ; and fhe faid in her hearty your 
wife is a proud woman^ and fhe would bring down 
her pride in this child. He then remembered 
that Biftiop had parted from his wife in mutter- 
ing and menacing terms, a little before the child 
was taken ill. The abovefaid ftranger would 
needs carry the bewitched boy with him to 
Bifhop's houfe, on pretence of buying a pot of 
cider. The woman entertained him in a furious 
manner ; and flew alfo upon the boy, fcratching 
his face till the blood came, and faying, l^hou 
rogue^ what! dofl tkou bring this fellow here to 
plague me? Now it feems the man had faid, 
before he went, that he would fetch blood of 
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Ever after the boy was followed by griev- 
s, which the doAors themfelves generally 
:d unto witchcraft; and wherein he would 
own ftill into fire or water, if he were not 
atly looked after; and it was verily be- 
that Bi/hop was the caufe of it. 
John Louder teftificd, tliat upon fome 
:antroverfy with Bifhop about her fowls, 
well to bed, he awaked in the night by 
ight, and clearly faw the likenefs of this 
n grievously opprt-fTing him ; in which 
bie condition fhc held him, unable to help 
f, Eill near day* He told Bifliop of this, 
le utterly denied it, and threatened him 
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fubftance, and it jumped out of the window 
again ; but immediately came in by the porch, 
though the doors were fhut, and faid, Tou had 
better take my counfeL He then ftruck at it with 
a ftick, but ftruck only the groundfel, and broke 
the ftick. The arm with which he ftruck was 
prefently difenabled, and it vaniftied away. He 
prefently went out at the back door, and fpied 
this Biftiop, in her orchard, going towards her 
houfe ; but he had not power to fet one foot for- 
ward unto her. Whereupon, returning into tlie 
houfe, he was immediately accofted by the mon- 
fter he had feen before ; which goblin was now 
going to fly at him ; whereat he cried out, The 
whole armour oj God be between me and you! fo it 
fprang back, and flew over the apple-tree, ftiak- 
ing many apples off the tree in its flying over. 
At its leap, it flung dirt with its feet againft the 
ftomach of the man; whereon he was then ftruck 
dumb, and fo continued for three days together. 
Upon the producing of this teftimony, Biftiop 
denied that ftie knew this deponent. Yet their 
two orchards joined, and they had often had 
their little quarrels for fome years together. 

11. William Stacy teftified, that receiving 
money of this Biftiop for work done by him, he 
was gone but about three rods from her, and, 
looking for his money, found it unaccountably 
gone from him. Some time after, Biftiop aflced 
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hether his father would grind her grift for 
He demanded why. She replied, Becaufe 
count me a witch. He anfwercd. No 
}n but he will grind it for you. Being 
one about fix rods from her, with a fmall 
n his cart, fuddenly the off wheel flumpt, 
nk down into an hole, upon plain ground, 
: the deponent was forced to get help for 
:overing of tlie wheel. But ftepping back 
k for the hole which miglit give him this 
r, there was none at all to be found. Some 
fter he was awakened in the night ; but it 
1 as light as day ; and he perfedly faw the 
o^hi^Biflio^i^h^ooni^roubl^^ 
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nent was ready to teftify. He alfo teftified, that 
he verily believed the faid Biftiop was the inftru- 
ment of his daughter Prifcilla's death ; of which 
fufpicion, pregnant reafons were affigned. 

12. To crown all, John Bly and William Bly 
teftified, that, being employed by Bridget Bifhop 
to help take down the cellar-wall of the old 
houfe, wherein fhe formerly lived, they did in 
holes of the faid old wall find feveral poppets 
made up of rags and hogs' briftles, with headlefs 
pins in them, the points being outward : where- 
of (he could now give no account unto the 
court, that was reafonable or tolerable. 

13. One thing that made againft the prifoner 
was, her being evidently convifted of grofs lying 
in the court, feveral times, while fhe was making 
her plea. But befides this, a jury of women 
found a preternatural teat upon her body ; but 
upon a fecond fearch, within three or four hours, 
there was no fuch thing to be feen. There was 
alfo an account of other people, whom this 
woman had aifflifted; and there might have 
been many more, if they had been inquired for ; 
but there was no need of them. 

14. There was one very ftrange thing more, 
with which the court was newly entertained. 
As this woman was, under a guard, pafling by 
the great and fpacious meeting-houfe of Salem, 
fhe gave a look towards the houfe ; and imme- 
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a daemon, invifibly entering the meeting- 
tore down a part of it; fo that tliough 
ivere no perfon to be feen therc^ yet the 
, at the noife running in, found a board, 

was ftrongly faftened with feveral nails, 
rted unto another quarter of the houfe, 

The Indinment of Sufanna Martin, 

Anm ktgm kegii & R^g'tntt WiUiehn't & Mani€ 

num Angdiise^ (^c. quarto. 

jrari for our fovcrdgn lord aiiJ kdy ihc king aod queen 
tint Sufanna Martini of Ajiit;Jburyp in the county of HjFex, 
ic fecund day of Mny^ in tht; fourth year uf the reign of 
*ign lord and lady WilHam and Mary, by the grace of 
England, Scf>tlaiid, Prance and Ireland, king and queen, 
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Putman, Sarah Vibber, Elizabeth Hubbard, 
Mary Wolcott and Mercy Lewis. 

Tke Trial of Susanna Martin, June 29, 1692; 

as is printed in IVonders of the Inviftble PVorld^ • 

from p. 114 to p. 116. 

1. Sufanna Martin pleading not guilty to the 
indidlment of witchcraft brought in againft her, 
there were produced the evidences of many per- 
fons very fenfibly and grievoufly bewitched, who 
all complained of the prifoner at the bar, as the 
perfon whom they believed the caufe of their 
miferies. And now, as well as in the other trials, 
there was an extraordinary endeavour by witch- 
crafts, with cruel and frequent fits, to hinder the 
poor fufferers from giving in their complaints; 
which the court was forced with much patience 
to obtain, by much waiting and watching for it 

There was now alfo an account given of what 
had paffed at her firft examination before the 
magiftrates; the caft of her eye then ftriking the 
ajfflifted people to the ground, whether they faw 
that caft or no. There were thefe among 
other paflages between the magiftrates and the 
exam i nan t : 

Magiflrate. Pray, what ails thefe people ? 

Martin. I don't know. 

Mag. But, what do you think ails them ? 
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\tm. I do not defire to fpend my judgment 

t. 

\ Don't you think they are bewitched ? 

7/j7, No, I do not think they are, 

\ Tell us your thoughts about them, then, 

tin. No, my thoughts are my own when 

re in, but when they are out they arc an- 

. Their mafter 

f. Their mafter ! Who do you think is 

lafter ? 

tin. If they be dealing in the black art, 

ay know as well as L 

\ Well, what have you done towards this, 

^^^Nothin^i^ll^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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tion of the prifoner, and fee what there might 
occur to render thefe accufations further credi- 
ble. Whereupon John Allen, of Saliflbury, tef- 
tified, that he refufing, becaufe of the weaknefs 
of his oxen, to cart fome (laves at the requeft of 
this Martin, (he was di(pleafed at it, and faid, it 
had been as good that he had, for his oxen fhould 
never do him much more fervice. Whereupon 
this deponent faid, Doft thou threaten me, thou 
old witch? I'll throw thee into the brook; 
which to avoid, fhe flew over the bridge, and 
efcaped. But as he was going home, one of 
his oxen tired, fo that he was forced to unyoke 
him that he might get him home. He then put 
his oxen, with many more, upon Salifbury-beach, 
where cattle ufed to get flefh. In a few days, 
all the oxen upon the beach were found by their 
tracks to have run unto the mouth of Merrimack- 
river, and not returned ; but the next day they 
were found come afhore upon Plum-ifland. 
They that fought them ufed all imaginable 
gentlenefs ; but they would dill run away with 
a violence that feemed wholly diabolical, till 
they came near the mouth of Merrimack-river, 
when they ran right into the fea, fwimming as 
far as they could be feen. One of them then 
fwam back again, with a fwiftnefs amazing to 
the beholders, who flood ready to receive him, 
and help up his tired carcafs ; but the bead ran 
20 
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fly up into the ifland, and from thence 
jh the marfhcs, up into Newbury- town, 
J up into the woods; and after a while 
>und near Anufbury. So that, of fourteen 
oxen, there was only this faved ; the reft 
dl cart up, fome in one place, and fome in 
?r, drowned. 

John Atkinfon teftified, that he exchanged 
' with a fon of Sufanna Martin, whereat 
iitterecl, and was unwilling he fliould have 
^oing to receive this cow, though he ham- 
^d her, and haltered her, (he of a tame crea- 
rcw fo mad, that they could fcarcc get her 
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fhe went from the chamber down the ftairs, out 
at the door. This deponent thereupon called 
unto the people of the houfe to advife them 
of what parted ; and he himfelf followed her. 
The people faw her not; but there being a 
bucket at the left hand of the door, there was 
a drop of blood on it, and feveral more drops 
of blood upon the fnow, newly fallen abroad. 
There was like wife the print of her two feet, 
juft without the threfhold ; but no more fign of 
any footing further off. 

At another time this deponent was defired by 
the prifoner to come to huflcing of corn, at her 
houfe ; and fhe faid, If he did not come,, it were 
better that he did. He went not ; but the night 
following, Sufanna Martin, as he judged, and 
another, came towards him. One of them faid, 
Here he is ; but he, having a quarterftafF, made 
a blow at them : the roof of the barn broke his 
blow ; but, following them to the window, he 
made another blow at them, and ftruck them 
down ; yet they got up, and got out, and he faw 
no more of them. 

About this time, there was a rumour about 
the town, that Martin had a broken head ; but 
the deponent could (ay nothing to that. 

The faid Peache alfo teftified, the bewitching 
of cattle to death, upon Martin's difcontents. 

6. Robert Downer teftified, that this prifoner 
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fome years ago profecutcti at court for a 
, he then faid unto her, l:e Mieved Jhe was 
rh. Whereat ihe being diflalisfied, faid, 
pme /he-devil would Jhortly frtch him away ; 
L words were heard by others, as well as 
If- The night following, as he lay in his 
here came in at the window, the likenefs 
:at, which flew upon him, and took faft 
of his throat, lay on him a confidcrabic 

and almoft killed him; at length he re- 
vered what Sufanna Martin had threatened 
ty before, and with much ftriving he cried 
hoid^ fhoti Jhe-devil ; in ibe name of God the 
y^h^Son^uu^h^Hol^Ghoft^vou 
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the value of 30 /. But the (aid John Kembal 
had a further teftimony to give in againft the 
prifoner, which was truly admirable. Being de- 
firous to furnifh himfelf with a dog, he applied 
himfelf to buy one of this Martin, who had a 
bitch with whelps in her houfe; but (he not 
letting him have his choice, he faid he would 
fupply himfelf then at one Blezdel's. Having 
marked a puppy which he liked at Blezdel's, he 
met George Martin, the hufband of the prifoner, 
going by, who afked whether he would not have 
one of his wife's puppies ; and he anfwered, no. 
The fame day one Edmund Eliot, being at Mar- 
tin's houfe, heard George Martin relate where 
this Kembal had been, and what he had (aid ; 
whereupon Sufanna Martin replied. If I live Vll 
give him puppies enough. Within a few days 
after this, Kembal coming out of the woods, 
there arofe a little black cloud in the N. W. 
and Kembal immediately felt a force upon him, 
which made him not able to avoid running upon 
the (lumps of trees that were before him, al- 
though he had a broad, plain cart-way before 
him ; but though he had his axe on his (houlder 
to endanger him in his falls, he could not for- 
bear going out of his way to tumble over them. 
When he came below the meeting-houfe, there 
appeared to him a little thing like a puppy, of a 
darki(h colour, and it (hot backwards and for- 
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between his legs. He had the courage 
all pofTible ende^ivours to cut it with his 
Lit he could not hit it; the puppy gave a 
from him, ami went, as to him it feemed, 
le ground. Going a little further, there 
ed unto him a bLick puppy^ fomewhat 
than the firft, but as black as a coal Its 
IS were quicker than thofe of his axe> It 
t his belly, and at his throat, fo over his 
ers one way, and then over his ftioulders 
r way. Jlis heart now began to fail him, 
e thought the dog would have tore his 
out ; but he recovered himfelf, and called 
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Martin; but when fhe approached juft unto her, 
Martin vaniftied out of fight, and left her ex- 
tremely affrighted. After which time the (aid 
Martin often appeared unto her, giving her no 
little trouble ; and when fhe did come, fhe was 
vifited with birds, that forely pecked and pricked 
her; and fometimes a bunch like a pullet's egg 
would rife on her throat, ready to choke her, till 
fhe cried out, IVitch^ you /han't choke me! 
While this good woman was in this extremity, 
the church appointed a day of prayer on her 
behalf; whereupon the trouble ceafed ; fhe faw 
not Martin as formerly ; and the church, inflead 
of their fafl, gave thanks for her deliverance. 
But a confiderable while after, fhe being fum- 
moned to give in fome evidence at the court 
againfl this Martin, quickly this Martin came 
behind her, while fhe was milking her cow, and 
faid unto her. For thy defaming me at court, Vll make 
thee the miferableji creature in the world. Soon 
after which, fhe fell into a flrange kind of dis- 
temper, and became horribly frantic, and unca- 
pable of any reafonable a<5tion ; the phyficians 
declaring that her diflemper was pieternatural, 
and that fome devil had certainly bewitched her; 
and in that condition fhe now remained. 

9. Sarah Atkinfon teflified, that Sufanna Mar- 
tin came from Amefbury, to their houfe at New- 
bury, in an extraordinary feafon, when it was not 
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any one to travel. She came ^as (he (Hid 
:infon) all that long way on foot. She 
d and (howed how dry fine was ; nor could 
erceived that fo much as the foles of her 
tvere wet, Atkmfon was amazed at it, 
Dfefied that fhe fhouhl herfelf have been 
> to the knees, if rtie had then come fo 
It Martin vcpMci], J?ie fr or ned to be drabhted. 
noted that this teftimony, upon her trial, 
r into a very fingular confufion. 
John Prefiy teftified, that being one even- 
ry unaccountably bewildered near a field 
rtin, and feveral times as one under an 
Itment, returning to tlie place lie had left. 
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got home, extremely affrighted. The next day 
it was upon inquiry underftood, that Martin was 
in a miferable condition, by pains and hurts that 
were upon her. 

It was further teftified by this deponent, that 
after he had given in fome evidence againft Su- 
fanna Martin many years ago, fhe gave him foul 
words about it, and faid, he fliould never profper ; 
more particularly^ that he fliould never have more 
than two cows: that though he were ever fo likely 
to have more^ yet he fliould never have them ; and 
that, from that very day to this, namely for twenty 
years together, he could never exceed that num- 
ber, but fome ftrange thing or other ftill prevent- 
ed his having any more. 

11. Jarvis Ring teftified, that about feven 
years ago he was oftentimes grievoufly opprelFed 
in the night, but faw not who troubled him, un- 
til at length he, lying perfeftly awake, plainly 
(aw Sufanna Martin approach him: fhe came to 
him, and forcibly bit him by the finger; fo that 
the print of the bite is now, fo long after, to be 
feen upon him. 

1 2. But, befides all thefe evidences, there was 
a moft wonderful account of one Jofeph Ring 
produced on this occafion. This man has been 
ftrangely carried about, by dsemons, from one 
witch-meeting to another, for near two years 
together ; and for one quarter of this time they 
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him and kept him dumb, though he is 
igain able to fpeak* There was one T. 
^o, having, as 'tis judged, a dcfign of en* 
5 this Jofcph Ring in a fnare of devil ifm» 
ved a wile to bring this Ring two fhiilings 
3t unto him. Afterwards this poor man 
1 be vifited with unknown fhapes, and this 
. fometimes among them : which would 
him away with them, unto unknown places, 

he faw meetings, feafting, dancings; and 
lis return, wherein they hurried him along 
jh the air, he gave demonftrations to the 
>ours* that he had been fo tranfported. 
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This man did now aiffirm, that he faw the 
prifoner at feveral of thefe hellifh rendezvous. 

Note. This woman was one of the mod impu- 
dent, fcurrilous, wicked creatures, in the world : 
and fhe now, throughout her whole trial, difcov- 
ered herfeif to be fuch an one. Yet when fhe 
was a(ked what fhe had to fay for herfeif, her 
chief plea was, that fhe had led a mofl virtuous 
and holy life. 

The IndiSfment of Elizabeth How. 

Eflfex {s. Anno Regni Regis & Regina WlUielmi & Marine ^ 
nunc Anglic, &c, quarto, 

The jurors for our fovereign lord and lady the king and queen 
prcTcnt, that Klizulicth How, wife of James llow,of Jplwich, in the 
county of Eflfex, the thirty-firft day of May, in the fourth year of 
the reign of our fovereign lord and lady William and Mary, by the 
grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, king and 
queen, defenders of the faith, &c. and divers other days and times, as 
well before as after, certain detedable arts, called witchcrafts and 
forceries, wickedly and feloniouflyhath ufed, pra6lired and exercifed, 
at and within the townfhip of Salem, in the county of Eflex, afore- 
faid, in, upon and againd one Mary Wolcott, of Salem Village, in 
the county aforefaid, fingle woman ; by which faid wicked arts the 
laid Mary Wolcott, the faid thirty-firft day of May, in the fourth 
year abovefaid, and divers other days and times, as well before as after, 
was and is tortured, afliifled, pined, confumed, wafted and tormented ( 
and alfo for fundry other afls of witchcrafts, by faid Elizabeth How 
committed and done before and fince that time, againft the peace 
of our fovereign lord and lady, the king and queen, and againft the 
form of the ftatute in that cafe made and provided. 

WitncflTes — Mary IVolcott^ Ann Putman^ Abigail WlUiams^ Sam^ 
uel Pearly and bis 'wife Ru/b^ Jofepb Andre^ms, and nvi/e Sarab^ 
Jobn Sberrin, Jofefb S afford ^ Francis Lane Lydia Fo/ter^ Ifaac 
Cummins^ junior. 
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was alfo a fecond inclidlment for affiift- 
Lewis. Witnenes — Mercy Lewis, 

^olcott, Ann Putinanj Surnuel Pearly 
!!, Jofeph Andrews and wife, John Sher- 
bph SafFord, Francis Lane, Lydia Foften 

il of Elizabeth How, yune 30, 1692; 
I printed in IVonders of the Invijtble fi'&rld^ 
1 26 io p. 132, inclufwely. 
izabetli How, pleading not guilty to the 
ent of witchcrafts then charged upon 
courts according to the ufual proceeding 
courts in England in fuch cafes, began 
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fented. And fometimes the confeffions of the 
witches afterwards acknowledged thofe very mur- 
ders, which thefe apparitions charged upon them, 
although they had never heard what information 
had been given by the fufFerers. There were 
fuch apparitions of ghofts teftified by fome of 
the prefent fufFerers, and the ghofts affirmed that 
this How had murdered them : which things 
were feared, but not proved. 

3. This How had made fome attempts of 
joining to the church at Ipfwich, feveral years 
ago ; but (he was denied an admiflion into that 
holy fociety, partly through a fufpicion of witch- 
craft, then urged againft her. And there now 
came in teftimony of preternatural mifchiefs 
prefently befalling fome that had been inftru- 
mental to debar her from the communion where- 
upon ftie was intruding. 

4. There was a particular depofition of Jo- 
feph SafTord, that his wife had conceived an 
extreme averfion to this How, on the reports of 
her witchcrafts; but How one day taking hei 
by the hand, and faying, / believe you are not 
ignorant of the great fcandal that I lie under by an 
evil report raifed upon me^ ftie immediately, un- 
reafonably, and unperfuadably, even like one 
enchanted, began to take this woman's part. 
How being foon after propounded, as defiring 
an admiflion to the table of the Lord, fome of 
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ous brethren were unihtisfied about her. 
ders appointed a meetings to hear matters 
d again ft her ; and no arguments in the 
could hinder this goodwife SafFord from 
to the ledure. She did indeed promife, 
inch ado, that flie would not go to the 
[•meeting; yet fhc could not refrain going 
alfo- How's aflfairs were fo can va fled, 
e came off ratlier guilty than cleared; 
lelefs goodwife SafFonl could not forbear 
her by the hand, and faying, Tkough you 
demneil before men^ you are juftified before 
She was quickly taken in a very ftrangc 
^f^ntic^aving^gging^^ 
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iy the fhape of How, and that from that fliape /he 
endured many miferies, 

5. John How, brother to the hufband of the 
prifoner, teftified, that he refufing to accompany 
the prifoner unto her examination as was by her 
defired, immediately fome of his cattle were be- 
witched to death, leaping three or four feet high, 
turning about, fqueaking, falling and dying at 
once ; and going to cut off an ear, for an ufe 
that might as well perhaps have been omitted, 
the hand wherein he held his knife was taken 
very numb ; and fo it remained, and full of pain, 
for feveral days, being not well at this very time. 
And he fufpedled this prifoner for the author of it. 

6. Nchcmiah Abbot tcftificd, that unufual and 
mifchievous accidents would befall his cattle, 
whenever he had any difference with this prifon- 
er. Once particularly fhe wiftied his ox choked; 
and within a little while that ox was choked 
with a turnip in his throat. At another time, 
refufing to lend his horfe at the requeft of her 
daughter, the horfe was in a preternatural man- 
ner abufed. And feveral other odd things of 
that kind were teftified. 

7. There came in teftimony, that one good- 
wife Sherwin, upon fome difference with How, 
was bewitched, and that fhe died charging this 
How of having an hand in her death ; and that 
other people had their barrels of drink unaccount- 
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nifchiefed, fpoilt and fpilt, upon their dif- 

L^ things in themfelves were trivial ; but 
>eing fuch a courfe of them, it made them 
lore to be confidered. Among others, 
id Wood gave her teftimony, that a little 
\CT father had been employed in gather- 
i account of this How*s converfation, they 
ind again loft great quantities of drink out 
ir veflels, in fuch a manner as they could 
1. to nothing but witchcraft; as alfo that 
giving her fome apples, when fhe had eat- 
them (he was taken with a very ft range 
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9. Timothy Pearly and his wife tcftificd, not 
only that unaccountable mifchiefs befel their 
cattle upon their having differences with this 
prifoner, but alfo that they had a daughter de- 
ftroyed by witchcrafts; which daughter ftill 
charged How as the caufe of her afflidtion ; and 
it was noted that (he would be ftruck down 
whenever How was (poken of She was often 
endeavoured to be thrown into the fire, and into 
the water, in her ftrange fits; though her father 
had corre<fted her for charging How with be- 
witching her, yet (as was teftified by others alfo) 
fhe faid (he was fure of it, and muft die (land- 
ing to it. Accordingly (he charged How to the 
very death ; and faid, Tlrough How could affliSl 
and torment her body^ yet /he could not hurt her 
foul^ and that the truth of this matter would appear 
when Jhe Jhould be dead and gone, 

10. Francis Lane teftified, that being hired by 
the hufband of this How to get him a parcel of 
pofts and rails, this Lane hired John Pearly to 
aflift him. This prifoner then told Lane, that 
(he believed the pofts and rails would not do, 
becaufe John Pearly helped him ; but that if he 
had gotten them alone without John Pearly 's 
help, they might have done well enough. When 
James How came to receive his pofts and rails 
of Lane, How taking them up by the ends, they, 
though good and found, yet unaccountably broke 

21 
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[that Lane was forced to get thirty or forty 

And this prifoner being informed of it^ 

id, Jhe toll tim fi before, hefaufe Pearly 

almii ikern. 

Afterwards there came in the confeffions 

i^ral other (penitent) witches, which affirm* 
|s How to be one of thofe who with them 

-en baptifed by the devil in tlie river, at 
ry^falls ; before which, he made them 

:neel down by the brink of the river, and 
Ip tnm, 



The Indinment of Martha Carrier, 

Anno Regit i Regh & Heghttc inUkimt & MarU^ 
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There was alfo a fecond indiftment for afflidl- 
ing Elizabeth Hubbard^ by witchcraft. Wit- 
nefles — Elizabeth Hubbard, Mary Wolcott, 
Ann Putman, Mary Warren. 

The Trial of Martha Carrier, Juguft 2, 1692; 

as may be feen in JVonders of the Invifible IVorld^ 
from p. 132, to p. 138. 

1. Martha Carrier was indi<fted for the be- 
witching of certain perfons, according to the 
form ufual in fuch cafes. Pleading not guilty 
to her indiftment, there were firft brought in a 
confiderable number of the bewitched perfons; 
who not only made the court fenfible of an 
horrid witchcraft committed upon them, but 
alfo depofed, that it was Martha Carrier, or her 
fhape, that grievoufly tormented them, by biting, 
pricking, pinching and choking them. It was 
further depofed, that while this Carrier was on 
her examination before the magiftrates, the poor 
people were fo tortured, that every one expefted 
their death upon the very (pot ; but that upon 
the binding of Carrier they were eafed. More- 
over the looks of Carrier then laid the afflifted 
people for dead ; and her touch, if her eyes at 
the fame time were off them, raifed them again. 
Which things were alfo now feen upon her trial. 
And it was teftified, that upon the mention of 
fome having their necks twifted almoft round by 
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ipc of this Carrier, Ihe replied, //j no mat* 
ugh their nerki had hen twifted quite off, 
before tlie trial of this prifoner, feveral of 
n children had frankly and fully confefled, 
ily that they were witches themfelves, but 
leir mother had made them fo. This con- 

they made with great fhows of repent- 
and with much demonftration of truth* 

related place, time and occafion ; they 
in account of journeys, meetings and mit 
by them performed, and were very credi- 
what they faid, Neverthelcfs, this evidence 
Dt produced againft the prifoner at the bar, 
nuch as there was other evidence enough 
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cecdingly tormented. It bred a fore, which was 
lanced by Dr. Prefcot, and fevcral gallons of cor- 
ruption ran out of it. For fix weeks it con- 
tinued very bad ; and then another fore bred in 
his groin, which was alfo lanced by Dr. Prefcot. 
Another fore bred in his groin, which was like- 
wife cut, and put him to very great mifery. He 
was brought to death's door, and fo remained 
until Carrier was taken and carried away by the 
conftable ; from which very day he began to 
mend, and fo grew better every day, and is 
well ever fince. 

Sarah Abbot alfo, his wife, teftified, that her 
hufband was not only all this while afflifted in 
his body, but alfo tliat ftrange, extraordinary 
and unaccountable calamities befel his cattle ; 
their death being fuch as they could guefs no 
natural reafon for. 

4. Allin Toothaker teftified, that Richard, the 
fon of Martha Carrier, having fom^ difference 
with him, pulled him down by the hair of the 
head ; when he rofe again, he was going to ftrike 
at Richard Carrier, but fell down flat on his back 
to the ground, and had not power to ftir hand 
or foot, until he told Carrier he yielded; and 
then he faw the fhape of Martha Carrier go off 
his breaft. 

This Toothaker had received a wound in the 
wars; and he now teftified, that Martha Carrier 
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1, he ftiould never be cured Juft before 
)rehend!ng of Carrier, he could thruft a 

-needle into his wound four inches deep ; 

ently after her being felzed, he was thor- 

liealed. 

irther teftified» that when Carrier and he 

les were at variance, fhe would clap her 
jt him, and (ay, he JhouUl get nothing by it. 
jn[>on he feveral times loft his cattle by 
] deaths, whereof no natural caufes could 

n< 

3hn Roger alfo teftified, that, upon the 
hing words of this malicious Carrier, his 
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fhoulder, and fhaking her, afked her where ftie 
h'ved : fhe made her no anfwer, although, as 
Carrier lived next door to her father's houfe, 
(he could not in reafon but know who (he was. 
Quickly after this, as (he was at feveral times 
cro(ring the fields, (he heard a voice that (he 
took to be Martha Carrier's, and it feemed as if 
it were over her head. The voice told her, Jhe 
fliould within two or three days he poifoned: ac- 
cordingly, within fuch a little time, one half of 
her right hand became greatly fwollen and very 
painful, as alfo part of her face; whereof (he 
can give no account how it came. It continued 
very bad for fome days ; and feveral times fince 
(he has had a great pain in her breaft ; and been 
fo feized on her legs, that (he has hardly been 
able to go. She added, that lately going well 
to the houfe of God, Richard, the fon of Mar- 
tha Carrier, looked very earneftly upon her, and 
immediately her hand, which had formerly been 
poifoned, as is abovefaid, began to pain her 
greatly, and (he had a ftrange burning at her 
ftomach ; but was then ftruck deaf, fo that (he 
could not hear any of the prayer, or finging, till 
the two or three laft words of the pfalm. 

8. One Fofter, who confe(red her own (hare 
in the witchcraft, for which the prifoner ftood 
indifted, affirmed, that (he had feen the prifoner 
at fome of their witch-meetings, and that it was 
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rrier who perfuadcd her to be a witch, 
^nfeflecl that the devil carried them on a 
i a witch-nieeting ; but the pole broke, 
: hanging about Carrier's neck, they both 
vn^ and (he then received an hurt by the 
lercof file was not at this very time re- 
l 

One Lacy, who likewife confefTed her 
n this witchcraft, now teftified, that fhe 
e prifoncr were once bodily prefent at a 
iieeting in Salem Village, and that fhe 
the prifoner to be a witch, and to have 
t a diaboHcal facrament» and that the 


1 
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of the witches, and of her own children among 
the reft, agreed that the devil had promifed her 
fhe fhould be queen of hell. 

Thus far the account given in JVonders of the 
Invifihle IVorld; in which (fetting afide fuch 
words as thefe, in the trial of G. B. viz. " They, 
i. e. the witnefles, were enough to fix the char- 
a<fter of a witch upon him " — in the trial of 
Bifhop, thefe words, " But there was no need of 
them," i. e. of further teftimony — in the trial of 
How, where it is faid, " And there came in tef* 
timony of preternatural mifchiefs prefently be- 
faUing fome that had been inftrumental to debar 
her from the communion, whereupon (he was 
intruding,") Martin is called one of the mod 
impudent, fcurrilous, wicked creatures in the 
world ; in his account of Martha Carrier, he is 
pleafed to call her a rampant hag, &c. 

Thefe expreflions, as they manifeft that he 
wrote more like an advocate than an hiftorian, 
fo alfo that thofe that were his employers were 
not miftaken in their choice of him for that work, 
however he may have miffed it in other things: 
as, in his owning (in the trial of G. B.) that the 
teftimony of the bewitched, and confejfors, was not 
enough againft V e accufed ; for it is known that 
not only in New-England fuch evidence has 
been taken for fufficient, but alfo in England, 
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lifelf there owns, and will alfo hold true of 

|ind, &c. they having proceeded upon fuch 

ice, to the taking away of die lives of 

To affert that this is not enough, is to 

|e world that fuch executions were but fo 

bloody murders ; which furely was not 

itent to fay. 

telling that the court began to think that 

jghs ftcpt afide to put on invlfibility, is a 

ing them fo mean philofophers, antl fuch 

Ichriflians, as to be fit to be impofed upon 

filly pretender, 

calling the evidence againft How triviaK 



OF FACT, &C. 331 

forth which was the evidence conviftive in thefe 
trials; for it is not fuppofed that romantic or 
ridiculous ftories (hould have any influence; fuch 
as biting a {pe<are's finger fo that the blood flow- 
ed out ; or fuch as Shattock's (lory of twelve 
years (landing, which yet was prefently eighteen 
years or more, and yet a man of fo excellent 
memory as to be able to recall a fmall difference 
his wife had with another woman when eighteen 
years were paft. 

As it is not to be fuppofed that fuch as thefe 
could influence any judge or jury, fo not unkind- 
nefs to relations, or God's having given to one 
man more (Irength than to fome others ; the 
overfetting of carts, or the death of cattle ; nor 
yet excrefcences (called teats) nor little bits of 
rags tied together (called poppets ;) much lefs 
any perfon's illnefs, or having their clothes rent, 
when a (peftre has been well hanged ; much lefs 
the burning the mare's fart, mentioned in the 
trial of How. 

None of thefe being in the leaft capable of 
proving the indicJlment, the fuppofed criminals j 
were indifted for afflifting, &c. fuch and fuch i 
particular perfons by witchcraft, to which none / 
of thefe evidences have one word to fay ; and the - 
afflicfted and confe(rors being declared not enough, 
the matter needs yet further explaining. 

But to proceed. The general court having 
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id enaflcd laws, particularly one agatnft 
uraft, afTigning the penalty of death to any 
hall feed, reward or employ, &a evil fpirits, 
;h it has not yet been explained what is 
led thereby, or what it is to feed, reward 
ploy devils, &c, yet fome of the legiflators 
given this, inftcad of an explanation, that 
lad therein but copied the law of another 

nuary 3. By virtue of an a<5t of the general 
the firft fuperior court was held at Salem, 

le county of Eflex ; the judges appointed 
mr. William S tough ton (the lieutenant 

nor), Thomas Dantbrtli, John Richards, 
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ing her hufband's fate, was not fo ftifF in her 
denials of her former confeflion, fuch as it was. 
Thefe three received fentence of death. 

At thefe trials fome of the jury made inquiry 
of the court, what account they ought to make 
of the fpeftre evidence ; and received for anfwer, 
Js much as of chips in wort. 

January 31,1 692-3. The fuperior court began 
at Charleftown, for the county of Middlefex, 
mr. Stoughton, mr. Danforth, mr. Winthrop, and 
mr. Sewall, judges ; where feveral had ignoramus 
returned upon their bills of indi<ftment, and hilla 
vera upon others. 

In the time the court fat, word was brought 
in, that a reprieve was fent to Salem, and had 
prevented the execution of feven of thofe that 
were there condemned ; which fo moved the chief 
judge, that he faid to this effeft, JVe were in a 
way to have cleared the land of t! efe^ Sgc. IVko 
it is oJJiru^s the courfe of jujlice^ I know not; the 
Lord be merciful to the country ; and fo went off 
the bench, and came no more that court. 

The mod remarkable of the trials, was of 
Sarah Dafton. She was a woman of about 
feventy or eighty years of age. To ufher her 
in to her trial, a report went before, that if there 
were a witch in the world (he was one, as having 
been fo accounted of for twenty or thirty years ; 
which drew many people from Bofton, &c. to 
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ler trial. There were a multitude of wit- 
produced agaiiift her; but what tcftimony 
jave in feemed wholly foreign, as of acci- 
illncfs, &c, befalling them, or theirs, after 
quarrel ; what thefe teftified was much of 
[idhions faid to be done twenty years before 
ime. The fpedre evidence was not made 
^in thefe trials, fo that the jury foon brought 
n not guilty. Her daughter and grand- 
iter, and the reft that were then tried, were 
acquitted. After flie was cleared, judge 
>rth admoniftied her in thefe wouls^ Pfoman^ 
n^ repent ; there are flireivd things come in 
ft yQU. She was remanded to prifon for 
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forth, mr. Richards, and mr. Scwall, efquires ; . 
where (befides the acquitting mr. John Aldin 
by proclamation) the mod remarkable was, what 
related to Mary Watkins, who had been a fer- 
vant, and lived about feven miles from Bofton, 
having formerly accufed her miftreft of witch- 
craft, and was fuppofed to be diftracfted ; (he was 
threatened, if (he perfifted in fuch accufations, 
to be puni(hed. This, with the nece(rary care to 
recover her health, had that good effeft, that (he 
not only had her health reftored, but alfo wholly 
acquitted her miftrefs of any fuch crimes, and 
continued in health till the return of the year, 
and then again falling into melancholy humours, 
(he was found ftrangling herfelf; her life being 
hereby prolonged, (he immediately accufed her- 
felf of being a witch ; was carried before a 
magiftrate, and committed. At this court a bill 
of indi<a:ment was brought to the grand jury 
againft her, and her confe(rion upon her examina- 
tion given in as evidence ; but thefe, not wholly 
fatisfied herewith, fent for her, who gave fuch 
account of herfelf, that they, (after they had re- 
turned into the court to a(k fome queftions) 
twelve of them agreed to find ignoramus^ but the 
court was pleafed to fend them out again, who 
again at coming in returned it as before. She 
was continued for fome time in prifon, &c. and 
at length was fold to Virginia. About this time 
the prifoners in all the prifons were releafed. 
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omit here the mentioning of feveral 
tes in Bofton, &a who pretended to be 
rd, and accufcd feveral, the minifters often 
g them, and praying with them, concerning 
affliiftion narratives are in being, in manu- 
; not only thefe, but the generality of thofc 
rs, may have fince convinced the minii^ 
y their vicious courfes, that they might err 
ending too much charity to them. 
1 conclufion of the whole in the MaJfachu- 
olony was, fir William Phips, governor, 
called home, before he went he pardoned 
IS had been condemned, for which they 
about thirty fhillings each to the king's 
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Before this, the government iflued forth the 
following proclamation : 

By the honourable the lieutenant governor^ council 
and ajfembly of his majejly's province of the 
MaJfachufettS'bay^ in general court ajfembled. 
Whereas, the anger of God is not yet turned 
away, but his hand is ftill ftretched out againft 
his people in manifold judgments, particularly in 
drawing out to fuch a length the troubles of 
Europe, by a perplexing war; and more efpe- 
cially refpe<aing ourfelves in this province, in 
that God is pleafed ftill to go on in diminiftiing 
our fubftance, cutting (hort our harveft, blafting 
our mofl promifing undertakings more ways 
than one, unfettling us, and by his more imme- 
diate hand fnatching away many out of our 
embraces by fudden and violent deaths, even at 
this time when the fword is devouring fo many 
both at home and abroad, and that after many 
days of public and folemn addrefling him : and 
although, confidering the many fins prevailing 
in the midft of us, we cannot but wonder at the 
patience and mercy moderating thefe rebukes, 
yet we cannot but alfo fear that there is fome- 
thing ftill wanting to accompany our fupplica- 
tions; and doubtlefs there are fome particular 
fins, which God is angry with our Ifrael for, 
that have not been duly feen and refented by us, 
22 
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wliicli God expcds to be fought, if ever 
1 again our captivity : 
erefore it is commanded and appointed, 
hurfday, the fourteenEti of January next, 
Irved as a day of prayer, with farting, 
hout this province; ftrictly forbidding 

lie labour thereon ; that fo all God*s pco- 
y offer up fervent fupplications unto him, 

prefervation and prosperity of his majes- 
ml perfon and government, and fuccefs to 
liis affiiirs botli at home and abroad ; that 
^uity may be put away, which hath ftirred 
holy jealoufy againft this land; that he 
Zhe^^i^vhaMv^cnov^iot^mMiel^i^^^^^ 
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Upon the day of the faft, in tlie full aflembly 
at the fouth meeting-houfe in Bofton, one of the 
honourable judges, who had fat, in judicature in 
Salem, delivered in a paper, and while it was in 
reading, ftood up ; but the copy being not to be 
obtained at prefent, it can only be reported by 
memory to this effeft, viz. It was to defire the 
prayers of God's people for him and his; and 
that God having vifited his family, &c. he was 
apprehenfive that he might have fallen into fome 
errors in the matters at Salem, and pray that 
the guilt of fuch mifcarriages may not be im- 
puted either to the country in general, or to him 
or his family in particular. 

Some, that had been of feveral juries, have 
given forth a paper, figned with their own hands, 
in thefe words : 

" We, whofe names are under written, being 
in the year 1692 called to ferve as jurors in 
court at Salem on trial of many, who were by 
fome fulpefted guilty of doing adls of witch- 
craft upon the bodies of fundry perfons : 

" We confefs that we ourfelves were not ca- 
pable to underftand, nor able to withftand, the 
myfterious delufions of the powers of darknefs, 
and prince of the air ; but were, for want of 
knowledge in ourfelves, and better information 
from others, prevailed with to take up with fuch 
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e againft the accufed, as, on further con- 
m and better information, we juftly fear 
ifficient for the touching the lives of any, 
Kvii. 6) whereby we fear we have been 
^ntal, with others, though ignorantly and 
igly, to bring upon ourfelves and this 
of the Lord the guilt of innocent blood; 
in the Lord Hiith, in fcripture, he would 
don, (2 Kings, xxW, 4) that is, we fup- 
regarti of his temporal judgments. We 
refore hereby /ignify to all in general 
} the furviving fufterers in fpecial) our 
ife of, and forrow for, our errors, in ad- 
fiid^vldenc^^th^^o^^ 
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of US do fuch things again on fuch grounds for 
the whole world ; praying you to accept of this 
in way of fatisfaftion for our offence, and that 
you would blefs the inheritance of the Lord, 
that he may be entreated for the land. 



Foreman, Thomas Fijk^ 
iVilliam Fijk, 
John Bachekr, 
Thomas Fijk^ jun. 
yohn Dane^ 
Jofeph Evelith, 



Th. Pearly^ sen. 
yohn Peabody^ 
Thomas Perkins^ 
Samuel Sayer^ 
Andrew Eliot^ 
Henry Herrick^ sen.'* 
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INCE making the foregoing collec- 
tions of letters, to the rev. mr. Cot- 
ton Mather, and others, &c. (which 
as yet remain unanfwered) a book is 
come to hand intitled, " The Life 
OF Sir William Piiirs," printed in London, 
1697 : which book, tliough it bears not the 
author's name, yet the ftyle, manner, and matter 
are fuch, that, were there no other demonftration 
or token to know him by, it were no witchcraft 
to determine that the faid mr. Cotton Mather is 
the author of it But that he, who has encourt' 
tered enchantments^ and gone through the IVonders ' 
of the Inviftble IVorld^ and difcovered the devil — 
that he fhould ftep afide into a remote country 
to put on in vi Ability, though the reafon of this 
be not fo manifeft, yet it may be thought to be 
to gratify fome peculiar fancies. And why may 
not this be one, that he might with the better 
grace extol the aftions of mr. Increafe Mather, 
as agent in England, or as prefident of Harvard 
college, not forgetting his own ? 
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fir William, it will be generally acknowl- 
hat notwithftanding the meannefs of his 
c and education, he attained to be mafter 

, and that he had the good hap to find 

V wreck, not only fufficient to repair his 
,but to raife him to a confiderable figure ; 
ing James fo far aflifted, as to make him 
t; and that after this, in the reign of his 
majefty, he took up with thofe of the 
Ithat were for accepting the new charter, 

hinifeif became governor, 
not doubted, but that he aimed at the 

tlic people ; and great pity it is that his 
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flatue to him, i. e. to afcribe to him fuch 
achievements as either were never performed by 
him, or elfe unduly aggravated, this has opened 
the mouth, both of friends and enemies, to 
recount the miflakes in the faid book; as alfo 
thofe mifcarriages wherewith fir William was 
chargeable ; fuch as, had it not been for this 
book, would have been buried with him. 

In page 3, fearch is made over the world, to 
whom to compare him in his advancement ; and 
mod unhappily Pizarro is pitched upon, as a 
match for him ; who was a baflard, dropt in a 
church-porch, put to fuck a fow, and, being 
grown, ran away, and fhipt himfelf for America; 
there fo profpered as to command an army ; and 
therewith did mighty things, particularly took 
Atabalipa, one of the kings of Peru, prifoner ; 
and, having received for his ranfom, in gold and 
filver, to the value of ten millions, perfidioufly 
put him to death ; and was the death of no man 
knows how many thoufands of innocents, and is 
certainly one of the worft that could have been 
pitched upon for fuch comparifon. Though 
this, together with the rhetorical flourifties and 
affedled drains therein, are inftances of the 
author's variety of learning ; for which he is 
recommended by thefe three venerable perfons 
in the entrance to the faid book ; yet the integ- 
rity, prudence and veracity thereof are not fo 
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Iftly to be fecn* Paffing over a mtiltitude 
freprefentations that are therein, relating to 
|s of fir William, as not defigning to rake 

grave of the dead, who is it can fee the 
[y of thofc words? p. 40. " He lay with- 
lol'ftiot of the enemy's cannon, and beat 
from thence, and much battered the town, 
his Ihip ftiot through in an hundred 

with four and twenty pounders [" when, 
[judgment of thofe prefent, they were not 

to the enemy than about half or three 
rs of a mile; that there might be in all 
Ifeven /hot that ftruck the liull of the ve(^ 
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in honour of the prefident of the univerfity, than 
that eredled for fir William. 

For, notwithftanding all this noife of erecfting 
ftatues, and the great danger in plucking them 
down, &c. yet, in p. 89, it is faid that even fir 
William (hewed choler enough, leaving it open 
for others thereby to underftand, that he was 
wholly given over to pafTion and choler. And, 
in p. 92, it is faid he did not affeft any migh- 
ty (hew of devotion. Thefe expre(rions, with 
others, may prevail with the unbia(red reader to 
think that thefe builders of ftatues had fome 
further defign in it, than to blazon the achieve- 
ments of fir William Phips, viz. to fet forth mr. 
I. Mather's negotiation in England, his procur- 
ing the new charter, and fir William to be gov- 
ernor, and himfelf eftabli(hed prefident of the 
college, are the things principally driven at in 
the book. 

Another principal thing is, to fet forth the 
fuppofed witchcrafts in New England, and how 
well mr. Mather the younger therein acquitted 
himfelf. 

As to the new charter, for the right under- 
ftanding that affair, it will be needful to fay, 
that the people that afterwards fettled in New- 
England, being about to leave their native foil, 
and to feek (as the providence of God (hould 
dire<a them) a fettlement in remote regions, 



fetting forth the lovereign's prerogaii 
people's privileges; in the enjoymer 
they long continued, after having pu 
title to their lands of the natives of 
try, and fettled themfelves therein, w 
charge to the crown. 

That claufe in their charter for tl: 
viz. " Provided that no other chriftiai 
prepoflefled of it," being a tacit a< 
ment, that before fettlement, no or 
prince had any right thereto more th 
During this time of New-England's 
the government here were very fparii 
ing freedoms, except to fuch as wei 
qualified : whereby the number of r 
being much increafed, tliey were v 
by their being (hut out from any f 
government, or having any votes for 
fentatives, &c. It rendered man 

1-- -.-. :^:« '■•r^i-k Itir'K QQ were u 
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latter end of the reign of king Charles II, and 
of king James, (when mod of the charters in 
England were vacated) this was quo warranto'd^ 
and finally judgment entered up againft it, and 
the country was put into fuch a form of govern- 
ment as was mod agreeable to thofe times, viz. 
a legiflative power was lodged in the governor 
(or prefident) and fome few appointed to be of 
his council, without any regard therein either 
to the laws of England, or thofe formerly of 
this colony : thus rendering the circumftances of 
this country beyond comparifon worfe than thofe 
of any corporation in England; the people of 
thofe corporations being acknowledged ftill to 
have a right to magna charta^ when their par- 
ticular charters were made void ; but here, when 
magna charta has been pleaded, the people have 
been anfwered, that they muft not expedl that 
magna charta would follow them to the end of 
the world ; not only their eftates, but their lives, 
being thereby rendered wholly precarious. And 
judge Palmer has fet forth in print, that the 
king has power to grant fuch a commiflion over 
his people. 

It is not hard to imagine, that under fuch a 
commiflion, not only the people were liable to 
be opprefled by taxes, but alfo by confifcations, 
and feizing of lands, unlefs patents were pur- 
chafed at exceflive prices, with many other 
exorbitant innovations. 



as rendered the fucceeding revoluti< 
neceflary ; the revolution here beii 
than an a<5ling according to the prec 
by England. 

During the time of fir Edmond's , 
mr. Increafe Mather, teacher of the i 
in Bofton, having undergone fomc 
fobb-adions laid upon him, &c. (t 
fome difficulty) he made his efcaj 
paflage for England, being therein 
fome particular friends ; where be 
he applied himfelf to king James fc 
thofe evils the country then groai 
and meeting with a feeming kind re( 
some promifes, it was as much as in 
time be reafonably expefted. 

Upon the day of the revolution h 
the greateft part of the people were 1 
ing their ancient government, purfi 
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who had been then governor, being heard to 
lay that evening, when returned home, that had 
not he thought they would have reaflumed, he 
would not have ftirred out of his houfe that day. 
But after this, fome that were driving at other 
matters, had opportunities by threats and other 
ways not only to prevail with that good old 
gentleman, but with the reft of the government, 
wholly to decline it ; which fome few obferving, 
they took the opportunity to call themfelves a 
committee of fafety, and fo undertook to govern 
fuch as would be governed by them. 

It has been an obfervation of long continu- 
ance, that matters of ftate feldom profper, when 
managed by the clergy. Among the oppofers 
of the realFuming, few were fo ftrenuous as 
fome of the minifters; and among, the minifters. 
none more vehement than mr. Cotton Mather, 
paftor of the north church in Bofton, who has 
charged them, as they would anfwer it another 
day, not to reaflume. Among his arguments 
againft it, one was, that it would be to put a 
flight upon his father, who, he faid, was in Eng- 
land, labouring for a complete reftoration of 
charter privileges, not doubting but they would 
be fpeedily obtained. Any man that knows 
New-England cannot but be fenfible, that fuch 
difcourfes, from fuch men, have always been 
very prevalent And hence it was, that even 



iiii.iiL Liicrcor. 

After the committee of fafety had 
about feven weeks, or rather after ai 
been fo long triumphant, an afTeml 
been called came to this refolution, 
before thofe gentlemen that had be 
government, — that if they would no 
the foundation of the charter, that, p 
it, the aflcmbly would appoint fome 
that ftation. The anfwer to which 
they would accept, &c. And when 
tion, fignifying fuch a reafluming, was 
with the good liking of the deputies, 
to be publifhed, fome, that were op 
terrified thofe gentlemen, that, before p 
it was underwritten that they would n 
underftood that they did reaflume ch 
ernment, to the no fmall amazemei 
people, and difappointment of the depi 
if thefe HaH nr.^ ^-^ — '^-^ '' " " 
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gentlemen of known integrity as well as ability, 
to go to England, in order to obtain their refet- 
tlement; and in regard mr. I. Mather was already 
there, they joined him, as alfo a certain gentleman 
in London, with thefe other two. Thofe from 
hence being arrived in London, they all united 
for the common intereft of the country, though 
without the defired effedl. They were in doubt 
whether it were beft to improve their utmoft for 
a reverfal of the judgment in a courfe of law, 
or to obtain it in a parliamentary way, or to 
petition his majefty for a new grant of former 
privileges; and, confidering that the two firft 
might prove dilatory and expenfive, as well as 
for other reafons, they refolved upon the latter, 
and petitioned his majefty for the country's refet- 
tlement, with former privileges, and what further 
additions his majefty in his princely wifdom 
ftiould think fit. Accordingly it pleafed his 
majefty to declare in council his determination, 
viz. That there ftiould be a charter granted to 
New-England. But the minutes then taken 
thereof, and a draught of the new charter, being 
feen, it was the opinion of the two gentlemen 
fent from hence, that it were beft to tarry his 
majefty's return from Flanders, in hopes then to 
obtain eafe in fuch things as might be any ways 
deemed grievous. And this was the refult of 
the advice of fuch as were beft able to give it, 

23 



it (as is aflerted in the life of fir W 
to them to nominate a governor, the 
on fir William Phips, who was then 
as the moft likely and able to ferve t 
terefts among the people there, under 
in fome things unacceptable, now b 
them, p. 62 ; and, without tarrying 
currence of thofe other agents, the 
taken out, &c. 

But mr. Mather, perhaps fearing 
have but finall thanks here for his h 
an hand in bringing upon them thoi 
able changes, wrote, and caufed to be 
account of his negotiation ; but, furc 
error in the conception, it proved only 
and was ftifled as foon as born. C 
defigned to be as it were a pofthumo 
with mr. Bailey, formerly of Bof 
member of the north church, with a 
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worft, mr. Mather got feveral non-con. minifters 
to give him a teftimonial, or letters of commen- 
dation, for his great fervice herein. 

In the mean time, mr. Cotton Mather, being 
in fome doubt of the fame thing, handed about 
a paper of fables; wherein his father, under the 
name of Mercurius, and himfelf under the name 
of Orpheus, are extolled, and the great adions 
of Mercurius magnified ; the prefent charter 
exalted, by trampling on the former, as being 
very defeftive, and all thofe called unreafonable 
that did not readily agree with the new one. 
And indeed the whole country are compared to 
no better than beads, except Mercurius and 
Orpheus ; the governor himfelf muft not efcape 
being termed an elephant, though as good as he 
was great ; and the inferiors told by Orpheus, that 
for the quiet enjoyment of their land, &c. they 
were beholding to Mercurius. Though this 
paper was judged not convenient to be printed, 
yet fome copies were taken, the author having 
fhewn variety of heathen learning in it. 

This is in fhort that eminent fervice for 
which the faid mr. I. M. is in the prefent 
book fo highly extolled, in fo many pages, that 
to repeat them, were to tranfcribe a confiderable 
part of the faid book. 

And no doubt he deferves as much thanks 
as dr. Sharp did, when he was fcnt by the pret 



gages this people to pay the tribut 
fulnefs to his majefty, and all due fi 
whom it (hall pleafe him to fubftitu 
nor over us; and to pray that th< 
kings would pour out his richeft ble 
him, giving him a long and profpc 
over the nations, under the benign 
whereof opprcflion and tyranny may 
And if his majefty hath put this \ 
the prefent form of government, that l 
be in the better condition of defence 
of war, or that they might better und< 
privilege of choofing their own gover 
want of it, and ftiould be graciouf 
(the war being over) to reftore to th 
been already granted to the reft of hi 
fubjecfts, the full enjoyment of their anc 
leges, it would be fuch an obligation i 
to thankfulnefs and duty, as could nev 
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In the times of fir Edmond Androf's govern- 
ment, goody Glover, a defpifed, crazy, ill-condi- 
tioned old woman, an Irifh Roman Catholic, 
was tried for affliding Goodwin's children ; by 
the account of which trial, taken in fhort hand 
for the ufe of the jury, it may appear that the 
generality of her anfwers were nonfenfe, and her 
behaviour like that of one diftrafted. Yet the 
dodors, finding her as fhe had been for many 
years, brought her in compos mentis ; and fetting 
afide her crazy anfwers to fome enfnaring quet 
tions, the proof againft her was wholly deficient. 
The jury brought her in guilty. 

Mr. Cotton Mather was the moft adive and 
forward of any minifter in the country in thofe 
matters, taking home one of the children, and 
managing fuch intrigues with tliat child, and 
printing fuch an account of the whole in his 
Memorable Providences, as conduced much to 
the kindling of thofe flames, that in fir Wil- 
liam's time threatened the deftrudion of this 
country. 

King Saul in deft:roying the witches out of 
Ifrael is thought by many to have exceeded, 
and in his zeal to have flain the Gibeonites 
wrongfully under that notion ; yet went after 
this to a witch to know his fortune. For his 
wrongfully deftroying the Gibeonites (befides 
the judgments of God upon the land) his fons 



his paftor, who he knew approved 
as if it were brought to him in wr 
his feeking, &c. yet by his bring 
and fafc keeping it fo many yeai 
he made Tome account of it ; for m 
the writer, after he had found th< 
reward, more than two hundred { 
telling his wife, (p. 6) that he fhou 
mander, (houid have a brick hou: 
lane, &c. might be in confidence < 
prediction; and that he could foi 
(p. 90) that he fhould be govern 
England, was probably fuch an on 
tures not having revealed it. Sucl 
would have been counted, at Sale 
proofs of witchcraft, and much bett< 
were againft feveral that fufFered th< 
William, when the witchcrafts at I 
(in his efteem) to look formidable, rl 
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faid advice, in this book of the life of fir Wil- 
liam Phips, p. 77, are thefe words, The minlfters 
made to his excellency and the council a return^ 
drawn up at their defire^ by mr. Mather the 
younger^ as I have been informed. Mr. C. M. 
therein intending to beguile the world, and make 
them think that another, and riot himfelf, had 
taken that notice of his (fuppofed) good fervice 
done therein, which otherwife would have been 
afcribed to thofe minifters in general; though 
indeed the advice then given looks mod like 
a thing of his compofing, as carrying both fire 
to increafe, and water to quench, the confla- 
gration ; particularly after the devil's teftimony, 
by the fuppofcd afflided, had fo prevailed, as 
to take away the life of one, and the liberty 
of an hundred, and the whole country fet into 
a moft dreadful confternation, then this advice 
is given, uftiered in with thanks for what was 
already done, and in conclufion putting the 
government upon a fpeedy and vigorous profe- 
cution, according to the laws of God, and the 
wholefome ftatutes of the Englifh nation ; fo 
adding oil, rather than water, to the flame : for 
who fo little acquainted with the proceedings 
of England, as not to know that they have 
taken fome methods, with thofe here ufed, to 
difcover who were witches? The reft of the 
advice, confifting of cautions and diredions, is 



given mill uy lh^ iiiiiii«i.^«o , ui««^ . 

after thofe executions, be affronted, b 
ing his teftimony, and by clearing anc 
all the reft of the accufed, yet this alf( 
ing to that advice, but to caft the 
fame that drew this advice faith, in 
the Inviftble JVorld^ Enchantments . 
that to have a hand in any thing thj 
or obftrud a regular detecftion of 
craft, is what we may well with 
avoid: their majefties' good fubjed 
every day be torn to pieces by h< 
craft, and diofe bloody felons be 
unprofecuted ; the witchcraft is a I 
will not be ftiammed. The pafl 
church, of which fir William was 
being of this principle, and thus ( 
after the former advice, no wonder 
caft the (cale againft thofe cautions. 

»\ iirrkn/)^r fKaf x\c\ mnrp bloorl was 
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ing the prifoners when condemned, and clearing 
the gaols, is called (p. 82) a vanquifhing the 
devil ; adding this conqueft to the reft of the 
noble achievements of fir William, though per- 
formed not only without, but direftly againft, 
his paftor*s advice. But this is not all; though 
this book pretends to raife a ftatue in honour 
of fir William, yet it appears it was the Icaft 
part of the defign of the author to honour him, 
but it was rather to/honour himfelf, and the 
minifters; it being (b unjuft to fir William, as 
to give a full account of the cautions given 
him, but defignedly hiding from the reader the 
encouragements and exhortations to proceed,^ ^ 
that were laid before him, (under the name of 
the minifters' advice;^ in effect telling the world 
that thofe executions at Salem were without 
and againft the advice of the minifters, expreft 
in thofe cautions, purpofely hiding their giving 
thanks for what was already done, and exhort- 
ing to proceed; thereby rendering fir William 
of fo fanguinary a complexion, that the min- 
ifters had fuch caufe to fear his going on with 
the tragedy, though againft their advice, that 
they defired the prefident to write his Cafes of^ 
Confcience^ &c. To plead mifinformation will 
not falve here, however it may feem to palliate 
other things, but is a manifeft, defigned travefty, 
or mifreprefentation, of the minifter's advice to 



uicr s, was perteftly ambidexter, givi 

or greater encouragement to proce< 

^lark methods, than cautions againft 

z' many eminent perfons being accufec 

a neccflity of a ftop to be put to it 

true, what was faid at the council-b< 

fwer to the commendations of fir V 

his flopping the proceedings about 

viz. that it was high time for him to 

own lady being accufed ; if that afle 

a truth, then New-England may ft 

more beholden to the accufers for ac( 

and thereby neceffitating a ftop, than t 

Ham, or to the advice that was given 1 

paftor. 

Mr. Cotton Mather, having been 

ward to write books of witchcraft, 

been fo forward either to explain or 

the dodrinal part thereof; and his bel 
h^ h'.A • 
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the refined fight of others, &c. (p. 69) to ob- 
trude upon the world, and confirm it in fuch 
a belief as hitherto he either cannot or will not 
defend, as if the blood already fhed thereby were 
not fufficient. 

Mr. I. Mather, in his Cafes of Confcience^ p. 
25, tells of a bewitched eye, and that fuch can 
fee more than others. They were certainly be- 
witched eyes, that could fee as well (hut as 
open, and that could fee what never was; that 
could fee the prifoners upon the affliaed, harm- 
ing them, when thofe whofe eyes were not be- 
witched could have fworn that they did not ftir 
from the bar. The accufers are faid to have 
fufFered much by biting, (p. 73) and the prints 
of juft fuch a fet of teeth, as thofe they accufed 
had, would be feen on their flefti; but fuch as 
had not fuch bewitched eyes have feen the 
accufers bite themfelvcs, and then complain of 
the accufed. It has alfo been feen, when the 
accufed, inftead of having juft fuch a fet of 
teeth, has not had one in his head. They were 
fuch bewitched eyes, that could fee the poifon- 
ous powder (brought by fpedres, p. 70) and 
that could fee in the afhes the print of the 
brand, there invifibly heating to torment the 
pretended fufFerers with, &c. 

Thefe, with the reft of fuch legends, have this 
dire<a tendency, viz. to tell the world that the 



their defires. The way whereby th< 
are believed to arrive at a power to i 
neighbours, is by a compad with the 
that they have a power to commifli< 
thofe evils, p. 72. However irratior 
fcriptural, fuch aflertions are, yet th< 
ncceflary part of the faith of fuch as 
the belief of fuch a fort of witches. 
As the (criptures know nothing < 
nanting or cominiflioning witch, 
cannot conceive how mortals fhould 
wickednefs arrive at a power to c 
angels, fallen angels, againft their 
neighbours. But the fcriptures are 
and the inftances numerous, that the 
Divine Being has this prerogative, to 
of what inftruments he pleafeth, in 
any, and confequently to commiflio 
and though this word, commijjionin^ 
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here charge fuch belief as guilty of (acrilege in 
the higheft nature, and fo much worfe than deal- 
ing church plate, &c. as it is a higher offence 
to fteal any of the glorious attributes of the 
Almighty, to beftow them upon mortals, than 
it is to fteal the utenfils appropriated to his 
fervice. And whether to afcribe fuch power of 
commiftioning devils to the worft of men, be 
not direft blafphemy, I leave to others better 
able to determine. When the Pharifees were 
fo wicked as to afcribe to Beelzebub the mighty 
works of Chrift (whereby he did manifeftly (hew 
forth his power and godhead) then, it was that 
our Saviour declared the fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft to be unpardonable. 

When the righteous God is contending with 
apoftate finners for their departures from him, 
by his judgments, as plagues, earthquakes, 
ftorms and tempcfts, fickneflcs and difeafes, wars, 
lofs of cattle, &c. then not only to afcribe this 
to the devil, but to charge one another with 
fending or commiflioning thofe devils to do 
thefe things, is fo abominable and fo wicked, 
that it requires a better judgment than mine 
to give it its juft denomination. 

But that chriftians, fo called, fhould not only 
charge their fellow chriftians therewith, but 
proceed to trials and executions ; crediting that 
enemy to all goodnefs, and accufer of the breth- 



try in fir William's time, yet (p. ( 
// difcourfe of a guardian angel, a 
feeing it: which notion, however 
the faith of Ethnicks, or the fanci 
mius, it is certain that the Omnij 
ftands not in need, as earthly pote 
governing the world by vicegerei 
fir William had fuch an invifibh 
imitate, no wonder though fome c 
were unaccountable, efpecially tho( 
witchcraft: for if there was in thoi 
angel fuperintending, there is litt 
think it was Gabriel, or the fpirit < 
nor Hanael, the angel or fpirit of 
yet Samuel, the, angel or fpirit of ^ 
feigned by the faid Trithemius, & 
rather be thought to be Apollyor 
don. 

Objection, But here it will be fait 
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&c. is indeed to render the law of God vain and 
unintelligible, as having provided no way where- 
by they might be detefted, and proved to be 
fuch; and how the Jews waded through this 
difficulty for fo many ages, without the fup- 
plement of mr. Perkins and Bernard thereto, 
would be very myfterious. But to him that 
can read the fcriptures without j)rejudice from 
education, &c. it will manifeftly appear that the 
fcripture is full and intelligible, both as to the 
crime, and means to deteft the culpable. He 
that Ihall hereafter fee any perfon, who, to con- 
firm people in a falfe belief about the power of 
witches and devils, pretending to a fign to con- 
firm it; fuch as knocking off of invifible chains 
with the hand, driving away devils by brufhing, 
ftriking with a fword or ftick, to wound a per- 
fon at a great diftance, &c. may (according to 
that head of mr. Gaule's, quoted by mr. C. M. 
and fo often herein before recited, and fo well- 
proved by fcripture) conclude that he has feen 
witchcraft performed. 

If Balaam became a forcerer by facrificing 
and praying to the true God againft his vifible 
people, then he that (hall pray that the afflifted 
(by their fpe^ral fight) may accufe fome other 
perfons (whereby their reputations and lives 
may be endangered) fuch will juftly deferve the 
name of a forcerer. If any perfon pretends to 



-, iiiuj arc maniteiti 

a familiar fpirit; and if any, knc 
have their information from the / 
be inquifitive of them for their tcl 
others, they therein are dealing 
have a familiar fpirit. 

And if thefe (hall pretend to f 
Xhtir fpeHral ftght^ and others fhall 
of them, and receive their anfwers 
dead fay ^ and who it is they accufe, 
and the other are by fcripture g\ 
mancy. 

Thefe are all of them crimes as 
as any whatfoever, and that by fuch 
law of God requires, fo that it is m 
law. 

But if the iniquity of the times 
thefe criminals not only efcape, bei 
fied, but are encouraged in their wi 
made ufe of to tai-** ' 
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God to be imperfeU^ as not delcribing that crime 
that it requires to be puniftied by death : 

As long as men fuffer themfelves to be poi- 
foned in their education, and be grounded in a 
falfe belief by the booh of the heathen : 

As long as the devil (hall be believed to have 
a natural power to ail above and againfi the courfe 
of nature: 

As long as the witches fhall be believed to 
have a power to commijjion him: 

As long as the devil's tefiimony^ by the pre- 
tended afflifted, fhall be received as more valid 
to condemn^ than their plea of not guilty to ac- 
quit : 

As long as the accused fhall have their lives 
and liberties confirmed and reftored to them 
upon their conf effing themselves guilty : 

As long as the accufed fhall be forced to un^ 
dergo hard/hips and torments for their not con- 
feffing : 

As long as teats for the devil to fuck are 
fearched for upon the bodies of the accufed, 
as a token of guilt : 

As long as the Lord's prayer fhall be pro- 
faned, by being made a tefl, who are culpa- 
ble: 

As long as witchcraft^ forcery^ familiarf pirits^ 
and necromancy^ fhall be improved to difcover 
who are witches, &c. 
24 



GILES CORY. 

TTfe files of t^ce contain numerous documents of the ahfurd and 
ridiculous proceedings and teftimonies^ by tvbicb tbe ^victims of 
a pretended nvitcbcraft nvere driven on to tbeir tragical end: 
of tvbicb tbe follotuing *will fer*ve as a J^ecimen. 

The examination of Giles Cory, at a Court at Salem Village, 
held by John Hathorn and Jona. Curwin, Efqrs. April 19, 169a. 

Giles Cory, you are brought before authority upon high fuf- 
picion of Amdry a6ls of witchcraft ; now tell us the truth in this 
matter. 

I hope through the goodnefs of God I (hall, for that matter I 
never had no hand in, in my life. 

Which of you have feen this man hurt you ? 

Mary Wolcott, Mercy Lewis, Ann Putman, jr. and Abigail 
Williams affirmed he had hurt them. 

Hath he hurt you too ? fpeaking to Elizabeth Hubbard. She 
going to anfwer was prevented by a fit. 

Benjamin Gold, hath he hurt you ? 

I have feen him feveral times, and been hurt after it, but cannot 
affirm that it was he. 

Hath he brought the book to any of you ? 

Mary Wolcott and Abigail Williams and others affirmed he 
had brought the book to them. 

Giles Cory, they accufe you, or your appearance, of hurting 
them., and bringing the book to them. What do you fay ? Why 
do you hurt them ? Tell us the truth. 

I never did hurt them. 

It is your appearance hurts them, they charge you; tell us what 
have you done. 

I have done nothing to damage them. 

Have you never entered into contrail with the devil ? 

I never did. 

What temptations have you had ? 

I never had temptations in my life. 

What, have you done it without temptations ? 



1 his was not your appearance but your pe 
them fo this morning : why do you deny it ? 

What did you fee in the cow-houfe ? 

I never Ciw nothing but my cattle. 

Divers witnefTed that he told them he was frig 

Well, what do you (ay to thefe witneflfes ? W 
you ? 

I do not know that ever I fpoke the word in m 

Tell the truth, what was it frighted you ? 

I do not know any thing that frighted me. 

All the affli£led were feized now with fits, ; 
pinches. Then the court ordered his hands to be 

What, is it not enough to a£l witchcraft at 
mull you do it now in the face of authority ? 

I am a poor creature, and cannot help it. 

Upon the motion of his head again, they hac 
necks afflifled. 

Why do you tell fuch wicked lies againfl wit 
you fpeak after this manner, this very morning ? 

[ never faw any thing but a black hog. 

You faid that you were ftopt once in prayer \ w 

I cannot tell ; my wife came towards me and 
me for faying living to God and dying to fm. 

What was it frighted you in the barn ? 

I know nothing frighted me there. 

Why here are three witnelTes that hearH vr^** r«. 



GILES CORY. 



373 



I have faid what I can fay to that. 

What was that about your ox ? 

I thought he was hipt. 

What ointment was that your wife had when fhe was feizcd ? 
You faid it was ointment fhe made by major Gidncy's dirc6lion. 

He denied it, and (aid fhe had it of goody Bibber, or from her 
direction. 

Goody Bibber faid it is not like that ointment. 

You faid you knew, upon your own knowledge, that fhe had it 
of major Gidney. 

He denied it. 

Did not you fay, when you went to the ferry with your wife, you 
would not go over to Bofton now, for you fliould come yourfelf the 
next week ? 

I would not go over, becaufe I had not money. 

The Marfhal teftified he faid as before. 

One of his hands was let go, and feveral were afflicted. He 
held his head on one fide, and then the heads of feveral of the 
afflifled were held on one fide. He drew in his cheeks, and the 
cheeks of fome of the affli6led were fuckt in. 

John Bibber and his wife gave in teftimony concerning fome 
temptations he had to make away with himfelf. 

How doth this agree with what you faid, that you had no temp- 
tations ? 

I meant temptations to witchcraft. 

If you can give way to felf murther, that will make way to 
temptation to witchcraft. 

Note, There was witnefs by feveral, that he faid he would 
make away with himfelf, and charge his death upon his fon. 

Goody Bibber teftified that the faid Cory called faid Bibber*s 
hufband, dainn*d, devilifh rogue. 

Other vile expreflions teftified in open court by feveral others. 

Salem tillage, April 19, 169a. 
Mr. Samuel Parrh being defired to take in ivriting the examina- 
tion of Giles Cory^ delivered it in ; and upon bearing tbe fame^ and 
feeing nubat ive did fee at tbe time of bis examination, together 
ivitb tbe c barge of tbe afflicted perfons againft bim, ive committed 
bim to tbeir majefties* gaol. 

John Hathorn. 



The Wonders of the Invifible fVorld : 
Being an Account of the 

T R Y A L S 

OF 

Lately Executed in 

NEW-ENGLAND; 

And of feveral Remarkable Curiofities 
therein Occurring. 

By COTTON MJTHER. 



Publiftied by the Special Command of his EX- 
CELLENCY the Governour of the Province 
of the MaJJachufettS'Bay in New-England. 



W^t rfiftH aBlr(t(on* 



Printed firft at Bofton in New England, and re- 
printed at London, for John Dunton, at the 
Raven in the Poultrey. 1693. 




THE AUTHOR'S DEFENCE. 

IS, as I remember, the Learned 
Scribonius^ who reports. That one 
of his Acquaintance, devoutly mak- 
ing his Prayers on the behalf of a 
Perfon molefted by Evil Spirits^ re- 
ceived from thofe Evil Spirits an horrible blow- 
over the Face: And I myfelf expeft not few 
or fmall Buffetings from Evil Spirits, for the 
Endeavours wherewith I am now going to En- 
counter them. I am far from infenfible, that 
at this extraordinary Time of the Devils coming 
down in great wrath upon vs^ there are too many 
Tongues and Hearts thereby y^/ on fire of Hell; 
that the various Opinions about the witchcrafts 
which of later time have troubled us, are main- 
tained by fome with fo much cloudy Fury, as if 
they could never be fufficiently ftated, unlefs 
written in the Liquor wherewith Witches ufe 
to write their Covenants ; and that he who 
becomes an Author at fuch a time, had need 
be Fenced with Iron^ and the ftaff of a Spear. 
The unaccountable Forwardnefs, Afperity, Un- 



^ "A"" /"V-* *'*'*^* •' 

abroad a Book, among fuch R< 
very unadvifed thing, if a Man 
Reafons to give, as I can brin^ 
Undertaking. Briefly, I hope 
(aid, They are all fo: No, I hope 
this People, are yet in fuch a 
be capable of applying their 
make a Right Ufe of the Stu 
Prodigious Things that are hapf 
us ; And becaufe I was concern'c 
that no abler Hand emitted any 
gage the Minds of this People, 
pious, fruitful Improvements, as 
have to be made of his amazing 
now upon us; Therefore it is, 
the Lead among the Children of 
has here done, what is done. N 
Father^ who fees in Secret^ know 
breaking Exercifes, wherewith I 
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aflured of his favourable acceptance ; and, / will 
not fear ; what can a Satan do unto me ? 

Having performed fomething of what God 
required, in labouring to fuit his Words unto 
his Works, at this day among us, and there- 
withal handled a Theme that has been fome- 
times counted not unworthy the Pen, even of 
a King, it will eafily be perceived, that fome 
fubordinate Ends have been confidered in thefe 
Endeavours. 

I have indeed fet myfelf to countermine the 
whole Plot of the Devils againft A^ew England 
in every Branch of it, as far as one of my dark- 
nefe, can comprehend fuch a work of Darhne/s. 
I may add, that I have herein alfo aimed at 
the Information and Satisfadlion of Good Men 
in another Country, a thoufand Leagues off, 
where I have it may be, more, or however, 
more confiderable Friends, than in my own: 
And I do what I can to have that Country, 
now, as well as always, in the beft terms with 
my own. But while I am doing thefe things, I 
have been driven a little to do fomething like- 
wife for myfelf; I mean, by taking off the falfe 
Reports, and hard Cenfures about my Opinion 
in thefe Matters, the Parter's Portions which my 
Pvrfuit of Peace has procured me among the 
Keen. My hitherto unvaried thoughts are here 
publifhed; and I believe, they will be owned 



K,v>uiit., A want no Uetence ; tor ti 
part of it, I have a very Great On 
tenant-Governour of New Englam 
rufed it, has done me the Honoi 
me a Shield, under the umbrag< 
now dare to walk abroad. 

Reverend and Dear Sir, 

You very much gratijy'd me^ as u 
kind Refpe5l upon me^ when you put i 
your elaborate and moft feafonable J 
titled^ The Wonders of the Invifi 
and having now perufed Jo fruitful c 
Compofure^ upon fuch a Subje^^ at tl 
of Time ; and confidering the place t 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer, ^/ 
and proceeding in tie Trial of the 
cufed and convi^ed for IVitchcraft^ 1 
am more nearly and highly concerne 
mere or/itn/ir^ p«>*./-- *- 
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bation thereof. Such is your Defign mojl plainly 
exprejfed throughout the whole ; fuch your Zeal for 
God, your Enmity to Satan and his Kingdom, 
your Faithfulnefs and Compaffion to this poor 
People ; fuch the Vigour, but yet great temper of 
your Spirit \ fuch your Inftruftion and Counfel, 
your Care of Truth, your H^ifdom and Dexterity in 
allaying and moderating that among us which 
needs it; fuch your clear difcerning of Divine 
Providences and Periods, now running on apace 
towards their Glorious Iffues in the fVorld ; and 
fiXi^iWy, fuch your good News of the Shortnefs of 
the Devils Time, that all good men mufl needs 
defire the making of this your Difcourfe publick to 
the IVorld ; and will greatly rejoyce, that the 
Spirit of the Lord has thus enabled you to lift 
up a ftandard againfl the Infernal Enemy, that 
hath been coming in like a flood upon us. / do 
therefore make it my particular and earneft Re- 
queft unto you, that as foon as may be, you will 
commit the fame unto the Prefs accordingly. I am^ 
Your aflured Friend, 

William Strouohton. 

I live by Neighbours that force me to produce 
thefe undeferved Lines. But now, as when Mr. 
Wilfon beholding a great Mufter of Soldiers, 
had it by a Gentleman then prefent, faid unto 
him, Sir, Vll tell you a great thing: Here is a 



as One among them all, but Mr 
him. Somewhat fo ; 'Tis poffibl 
this Body of People, there ma 
love the Writer of this Book; 
leave to boaft fo for, there is n 
all this Body of People, whon 
would not ftudy to ferve, as we 
With fuch a Spirit of Love, is tl 
before us written : I appeal to a. 
and if this World will deny me 
acknowledging fo much, I appeal 
that it is not written with an Ex 
which caufe, I ihall not wonder, i 
be exafperated by what is writtcr 
duces doubtlefs were with what w 
in the Days of our Saviour. I 
the Juftice, that others read it, w 
Spirit wherewith I writ it. 
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T was as long ago as the Year 1 637, 
that a Faithful Minifter of the 
Church of England^ whofe Name 
was Mr. Edward Symons^ did in a 
Sermon, afterwards Printed, thus 
exprefs himfelf ; Jt New-England, now the Sun 
of Comfort begins to appear^ and the glorious Day' 
Star to fhow it fclf — Sed Venient Annis Sa- 
culas Seris, there will come Times in after Jges^ 
when the Clouds will overfhadow and darken 
the Skey there. Many now promije to tkemfelves 
nothing but fuccejjive Happinefs tkere^ which for a 
time through God's Mercy they may enjoy; and I 
pray God tkey may a long time: but in this fVorld 
there is no happinefs perpetual. An Obfervationy 
or I had almoft faid, an Infpiration^ very dit 
mally now verify'd upon us ! It has been Af- 
firmed by fome who beft knew New-England^ 
That the World will do New-England a great 
piece of Injuftice, if it acknowledg not a meat 
ure of Religion, Loyalty, Honefty and Induftry, 
in the people there, beyond what is to be found 



fay, If any are Scandalized^ that 
a place of as ferious Piety ^ as a) 
under Heaven^ ftiould be trouble. 
IVitches ; I thinks 'tis no wonder : 
Devil /hew moft Malice^ but where 
hateth tnofi: And I hope, the C 
deferve and anfwcr the Charity 
that Reverend Man of God. W! 
over diis Wildernefs, will fee it 
gled with Evangelical Churches 
are holy, able, and painful Ov( 
Flocks, lively Preachers, and vc 
and fuch as in their feveral Nei 
ciations, have had their Meetings 
fiaftical Matters of common Co 
confidered : Churches^ whofe Comr 
been ferioufly examined about 1 
ces of Regeneration, as well \ 
Knowledg, and Belief, and blam 
tion, before their admiffion to the 
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which are ftiye of ufing anything in the Wor- 
ftiip of God, for which they cannot fee a War- 
rant of God; but with whom yet the Names 
of Cotigrcgaiiotial^PreJbytcriarj^ Epifcopalian^ or Jn- 
tipadobaptifty are fwallowed up in that of Ckrif" 
tian; Perfons of all thofe Perfwafions being 
taken into our Fellowftiip, when vifible Godli- 
nefs has recommended them ; Churches which 
ufually do within themfelves manage their own 
Difcipline under the Condudl of their Elders; 
but yet call in the help of Synods upon Emergen- 
cies, or Aggrievancies: ChurcLeSy Laftly, wherein 
Multitudes are growing ripe for Heaven every 
day; and as faft as thefe are taken off, others 
are daily rifing up. And by the Prefence and 
Power of the Divine Inftitutions thus main- 
tained in the Country, We are ftill fo happy, 
that I fuppofe there is no Land in the Univerft 
more free from the debauching, and the debat 
ing Vices of Ungodlinefs. The Body of the 
People are hitherto fo difpofed, that Swearings 
Sabbatk'breakitJgy IVkoring^ Drunkennefs^ and the 
like, do not make a Gentleman, but a Monfter, 
or a Goblin, in the vulgar Eftimation. All this 
notwithftanding, we muft humbly confefs to our \ 
God, that we are miferably degenerated from '• 
the firft Love of our Predeceflbrs ; however 
we boaft ourfelves a little, when Men would 
go to trample upon us, and we venture to (ay, 

25 



wiicrc, anu yci wiuiai lo peace 
embraced a voluntary Exile in a 
American Defart, rather than to 
tions with their Brethren. Th 
imagined that they fhould never 
of Profanity, or fuperftition: Anc 
fon returning hence, could in a 
the Parliament, profefs, / have 
Tears in a Country^ wkere I never 
drunk ^ or beard one Oath fworn^ or 
gar in the Streets all the while, f 
fons as BudauSy and others, wh 
rhomas Moor's UTOPIA; for a 
exiftent, and ftirr'd up fome Div 
to undertake a Voyage thither, n 
certainly found a Truth in their 
England was a true Utopia, But, 
dren and Servants of thofe old 
needs afford many degenerate PI 
is now rifcn up a Number of Pe 
inclined than our yojhua's, and t 
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the whole World abroad is overwhelmed with, 
to be as provoking in us, as the mod flagitious 
Wickednefs committed in other places ; and the 
Minifters of God are accordingly fevere in their 
Teftimonies: But in ftiort, thofe Interefts of the 
Gofpel, which were the Errand of our Fathers 
into thefe Ends of the Earth, have been too 
much neglefted and poftponed, and the Attain- 
ments of an handfome Education, have been 
too much undervalued, by Multitudes that have 
not fallen into Exorbitances of wickedneft; and 
fome, efpecially of our young Ones, when they 
have got abroad from under the Reftraints here 
laid upon them, have become extravagantly and 
abominably Vicicious. Hence 'tis that the Hap- 
pinefs of New-England has been but for a time, 
as it was foretold, and not for a long time, as 
has been defir'd for us. A Variety of Calamity 
has long followed this Plantation ; and we have 
all the Reafon imaginable to afcribe it unto the 
Rebuke of Heaven upon us for our manifold 
Jpojiacies ; we make no right ufe of our Dif- 
afters. If we do not. Remember whence we are 
fallen^ and repent^ and do the fir ft ff^orts. But 
yet our Afflidlions may come under a further 
Confideration with us : There is a further Caufe 
of our Afflidlions, whofe due muft be given him. 

§ n. The NeW'Englanders are a People of 



« r^v»» 1^%, jftvun* r.isuc vr.'C UltHUJh tfCK 

for his PoJfeJJion. There was nc 
roar among the EphefianSy when 
firft brought among them, than t 
T^ke Powers of the Jir (after wh 
Jians walked) when firft the iS>7i 
the Gofpel here made the Joyj 
Devil thus Irritated, immediate! 
of Methods to overturn this p 
and fo much of the Church, as w 
fVildernefSy immediately found, *: 
out of his Mouth a Flood for th 
away. I believe, that never wc 
ical Devices ufed for the Unfettli 
pie under the Sun, than what 1 
ployed for the Extirpation of t 
God has here Planted^ Cafiing c 
and preparing a Room before it^ c 
take deep Rooty and fill the Lana 
its Boughs unto tie Atlantic Sea 
its Branches unto the Connedlici 
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has been Eredled unto the Praife of God, by his 
Poor People here; and Having obtained Help 
from God^ we continue to thii Day : Wherefore 
the Devil is now making one Attempt more 
upon us; an Attempt more Difficult, more 
Surprizing, more fnarl'd with unintelligible Cir- 
cumftances than any that we have hitherto En- 
countred ; an Attempt fo Critical^ that if we get 
well through, we fhall foon Enjoy Halcyon Days, 
with all the Cultures of Hell trodden under our 
Feet. He has wanted his Incarnate Legions to 
Perfecute us, as the People of God have in 
the other Hemifphere been perfecuted; he has 
therefore drawn forth his more Spiritual ones 
to make an Attacque upon us. We have been 
advifed by fome Credible Chriftians yet alive, 
that a Malefaftor, accufed of IVitchcraft as well 
as Murder^ and Executed in this place more than 
Forty Years ago, did then give Notice of, An 
Horrible PLOT againft the Country by WITCH- 
CRAFT and a Foundation of WITCHCRAFT 
then laid^ which if it were not feajonably difcov^ 
ered^ would probably Blow up^ and pull down all 
the Churches in the Country. And we have now 
with Horror feen the Difcovery of fuch a fVitch' 
craft! An Army of Devils is horribly broke in 
upon the place which is the Center^ and after a 
fort, the Firft born of our Englifli Settlements : 
and the Houfes of the Good People there are 



gelSy hath made its Progrcfs i 
places, where other Perfons ha 
manner DiaboUcally handled. 
Afflidted Neighbours, quickly af 
lnfe£ted and Infefted with thefe 
to a Capacity of Difcerning th 
conceive the Shapes of their Tro 
withftanding the Great and Juft 
the Damons might Impofe the i 
cent Perfons in their Spe^ral L 
the Sufferers, (which may perl 
fmall part of the IVitcL-Plot in 
many of the Perfons thus Rep 
Examined, feveral of them have 
of a very Damnable fVitchcraj 
than One. Twenty have Conjejfcd, 
Signed unto a Booh, which the 
them, and Engaged in his Hellift 
witching^ and Ruining our Lan 
not, at lead I know not, how for 
of Satan may be Interwoven intc 
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Harmonious Confeflions, made by Intelligent 
Perfons of all Ages in fundry Towns, at feveral 
Times, we muft not Believe the main ftrokes 
wherein thofe Confeflions agree: E(pecially when 
we have a Thoufand preternatural Things every 
day before our Eyes, wherein the Confeflbrs do 
acknowledg their Concernment, and give Dem- 
onftration of their being fo Concerned. If the 
Devils now can ftrike the Minds of Men with 
any Poyfons of fo fine a Compofition and Oper- 
ation, that fcores of Innocent People ftiall Unite, 
in Confeflions of a Crime, which we fee aftually 
Committed, it is a thing prodigious beyond the 
Wonders of the former Ages, and it threatens 
no lefs than a fort of a Diflblution upon tlie 
World. Now, by thefe Confeflions 'tis Agreed, 
That the Devil has made a dreadful Knot of 
Witches in the Country, and by the help of 
Witches has dreadfully increafed that Knot: 
That thefe Witches have driven a Trade of 
CommiflTioning their Confederate Spirits, to do 
all forts of Mifchiefs to the Neighbours, where- 
upon there have enfued fuch Mifchievous Con- 
fequences upon the Bodies and Eftates of the 
Neighbourhood, as could not otherwife be ac- 
counted for : Yea, That at prodigious Witch- 
Meetings, the Wretches have proceeded fo far, 
as to Concert and Confult the Methods of Root- 
ing out the Chriftian Religion from this Coun- 



^vfiitwuii<a tijc j^iicuvcry or ail me r 

§ III. Doubtlefs, the Thoughts 
receive a great Scandal againft 
from the Number of Perfons th« 
Accufed, or Sufpefted, for IVitcki 
Country : But it were eafie to offer 
that may Anfwer and Abate the • 
the holy Ghoft fhould any where 
Devils to hook two or three wic 
into IVitchcraft^ and then by their 
Range with their Poifonous Infinua 
Ignorant, Envious, Difcontented 
they have cunningly decoy'd ther 
fudden A£l^ whereby the Toy Is of I 
perhaps inextricably caft over them: 
try in the World would not afford 
merous to a Prodigy? Accordingly 
doms of Sweden^ Denmark^ Scotlan 
England it felf, as well as the Provii 
England^ have had their Storms of 
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imagined, That God has not brought out all 
the IVitckcrafts in many other Lands, with 
fuch a fpeedy, dreadful, deftroying Jealoufte^ as 
burns forth upon fuch High Treafons, committed 
here in jf Land of uprightnefs: Tranfgreflbrs 
may more quickly here than elfewhere become 
a Prey to the Vengeance of him, lVI:o has Eyes 
like a Flame of Fire, and, who walks in the midfi 
of the Golden Candlefiicks. Moreover, There are 
many parts of the World, who if they do upon 
this Occafion infult over this People of God, 
need only to be told the Story of what hap- 
pened at Loim, in the Dutchy of Gulic^ where a 
Popifli Curate having ineffedlually try'd many 
Charms to Eje<5l the Devil out of a Damfcl there 
poflefled, he paflionately bid the Devil come 
out of her into himfelf; but the anfwered him, 
^id mihi Opus, eft eum centare, quern Novifjimo 
die. Jure Optimo fum pojfejfurus ? That is, What 
need I meddle with one whom I am fure to have^ 
and hold at the Laft-day as my own for ever. 
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-*-' the prodigious Defcent whic 
Great H^rath is at this day mal 
Land. Upon the Death of a Gi 
an Orator call'd the Town togeth 
Concurrite Cives^ Dilap/a funt veftr 
is Come together^ Neighbours^ your ^ 
fallen down! But fuch is the " 
Devil at this day upon our felv 
truly tell you, The H'alls of the u 
broken down! The ufual IVai 
about Mankind have fuch a Gap 
that the very Devils are broke i 
feduce the SoulSy torment the Bi 
Credits^ and confume the EJlates 
bours, with Impreflions both as i 
rious^ as if the Invifible World \ 
Incarnate^ on purpofe for the vexii 
what ufe ought now to be mad( 
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great Wraths we find, we feel, we now deplore. 
In many ways, for many years hath the Devil 
been aflaying to extirpate the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jefus here. New England may complain 
of the Devil, as in FfaU 129. 1, 2. Many a time 
have they affii^ed me^ from my Touth^ may New 
England now fay ; many a time have they affli^ed 
me from my Tor/tk, yet they have not prevailed 
againfl me. But now there is a more than or- 
dinary Jffii^lion with which the Devil is Galling 
of us ; and fuch an one as is indeed Unparallel- 
able. The things confefled by IVitches^ and the 
things endured by Others^ laid together, amount 
unto this account of our afflicftion. The Devils 
exhibiting himfclf ordinarily as a fmall Black 
Man, has decoy'd a fearful knot of proud, fro- 
ward, ignorant, envious and malicious Creatures, 
to lift themfelves in his horrid Service, by en- 
tring their Names in a Book by him tendered 
unto them. Thefe fVitckes^ whereof above a 
Score have now Confejfed and fliown their Deeds, 
and fome are now tormented by the Devils for 
ConfeJJing, have met in Hellifh Randezvouzes, 
wherein the Confeflbrs do fay, they have had 
their Diabolical Sacraments, imitating the Bap^ 
tifm and the Supper of our Lord. In thefe hell- 
ifh Meetings, thefe Monfters have aflbciated 
themfelves to do no lefs a thing than to defiroy 
the Kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chrifl in thefe parts 



the Country, with various and bic 
and of thofe evidently preternati 
there are fome have dy'd. T 
witched fome, even fo far as to 
ftroyers: And others are in man; 
and there languifhing under thei 
The People thus afBifted, are mifei 
and bitten, fo that the Marks are 
all the World, but the Caufes ut 
And the fame invifible Furies d' 
ftick Pins into the Bodies of the 
fcale them, and hideoufly diftort a 
their Members, befides a thoufa 
Plagues beyond thefe, of any na 
which they give unto them. Y( 
times drag the poor People out o 
bers, and carry them over Trees 
divers Miles together. A large 
Perfons tortured by thefe Diabc 
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ers, being by their tirefome Sufferings overcome 
to do, they have immediately been releafed from 
all their Miferies. and they appeared in SpeBre 
then to torture thofe that were before their Fel- 
low-Sufferers. The Witches^ which by their 
Covenant with the Devil, are become Owners 
of Speilres^ are often-times by their own Speffres 
required and compelled to give their Confent, 
for the moleftation of fome, which they had no 
mind otherwife to fall upon; and cruel Depra- 
dations are then made upon the Vicinage. In 
the Profecution of thefe Witchcrafts, among 
a thoufand other unaccountable things, the Spec- 
tres have an odd faculty of cloathing the moft 
fubftantial and corporeal Inftrumcnts of Tor- 
ture with Invifibility, while the Wounds there- 
by given have been the moft palpable things in 
the World; fo that the Sufferers affaulted with 
Inftruments of Iron, wholly unfeen by the 
Standers-by, though, to their Coft, feen by 
themfelves, have, upon fnatching, wrefted the 
Inftruments out of the Speffres hands, and every 
one has then immediately not only beheld^ but 
handled an Iron Inftrument taken by a Devil 
from a Neighbour. Thefe wicked Spe^res 
have proceeded fo far, as to fteal feveral quan- 
tities of Money from divers People, part of 
which Money has, before fufficient Spectators, 
been dropt out of the Air into the hand of the 



Difeafes, till our Countrey ftiouh 
to hot for us. Among the G 
of the Succefs which thofe Blood 
had, we have feen even fome of 
dren fo dedicated unto the De\ 
Infancy it is found the Imps ha^ 
and rendred them venemous 
We have alfo feen the Devili 
upon the Town, where the firft 
Lord in this Colony was gathe 
thofe diflradtions, which have all 
Town. We have feen likewi 
reaching afterwards into other 
near, where the Houfes of good 
Devils filling of them with terribl 
This is the Defcent, which it ft 
has now made upon us. But tha 
this Defcent the more formidable 
tucle and quality of Perfons accufi 
eft in this IVitchcraft, by the I 
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tuous Perfons, are by the Devils in this matter 
impofed upon; That the Devils have obtained 
the Power, to take on them the likenefe of 
harmlefs People, and in that likenefe to afflift 
other people, and be fo abufed by Preftigious 
DamonSy that upon their look or touch the af- 
flifted ftiall be odly afFefted. Arguments from 
the Providence of God^ on the one fide, and from 
our Charity towards Man on the other fide, have 
made this now to become a moft agitated Con- 
troverfie among us. There is an jigony pro- 
duced in the minds of Men, left the Devil 
fhould (ham us with Devices^ of perhaps a finer 
Thred, than was ever yet praftifed upon the 
World. The whole bufincfs is become here- 
upon fo fnarlecU and the determination of the 
yueftion one way or another, fo difmaU that our 
Honourable Judges have a room for Jehojha- 
phaVs Exclamation, IVe know not what to do! 
They have ufed, as Judges have heretofore 
done, the Spe£lral Evidences^ to introduce their 
further Enquiries into the Lives of the perfons 
accufed ; and they have thereupon, by the won- 
derful Providence of God, been fo ftrengthened 
with other Evidences^ that fome of the IVitch^ 
Gang have been fairly executed. But what fhall' 
be done, as to thofe againft whom the Evidence 
is chiefly founded in the dark H'orld? Here 
they do folemnly demand our Addrefles to the 



X Jit tuiucijuciicc oi iiicic cnii 
erate man trembles at, and the m 
frequent cheats of Paflion and R 
cipitate fo many, that I wi(h I 
moft were conjiderate. 

But that which carries on the 
of our Trials, unto that which nn 
wrath unto the uttermoft^ is this: 
out the wrath of the Almighty G 
the Devil is permitted thus to coi 
us in wrath. It was faid in Ifa. 
the wrath of the Lord of Hofis the 
ned. Our Land is darkned in( 
Powers of Darknefs are turned in 
a dark time, yea, a black night ii 
Ty-dogs of the Pit are abroad am< 
is through the wrath of tie Lord oj 
much as the Firebrands of Hell 
for the fcorching of us with caufi 
we cry out, M'hat means the heat 
Blefled Lord ! Are all the other 1 
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Troublers? Muft we be lafh'd with Scorpions^ 
fetched from the Place of Torment? Muft this 
IVilderneJs be made a Receptacle for the Dragons 
of the iVildernefs? If a Lapland fhould nourifh 
in it vaft numbers, the Succeflbrs of the old JB/- 
armt\ who can with looks or words bewitch 
other people, or fell Winds to Mariners, and 
have their Familiar Spirits which they bequeath 
to their Children when they die, and by their 
enchanted Kettle-drums can learn things done 
a thoufand Leagues off! If a Swedeland fhould 
afford a Village, where fome Score of Haggs 
may not only have their Meetings with Familiar 
Spirits^ but alfo by their Enchantments drag 
many fcorcs of poor Children out of their Bed- 
chambers, to be fpoiled at thofe Meetings ; This, 
were not altogether a matter of fo much won- 
der ! But that New-England fhould this way be 
harafTed! They are not Chaldeans^ that Bitter 
and Hafty Nation^ but they are Bitter and Burn^ 
ing Devils : They are not Swarthy Indians^ but 
they are Sooty Devils; that are let loofe upon 
us. Ah, poor New-England! muft the Plague 
of Old Egypt come upon thee ? Whereof we 
read in Pf 78. 49. He caft upon them the fierce^ 
nefs of his Anger^ IVrath and Indignation^ and 
Urouble^ by fending Evil Jngels among them. What, 
O what muft next be looked for? Muft that 
which is there next mentioned be next encoun- 
26 



upon, juft before their Deaths, I 
left fome wafting Mortality be ai 
which this Plague is the Forert 
God prevent it ! 

But now, IVkat Jhall we do? 

I. Let the Devils coming dow 
upon us, caufe us to come down i 
fore the Lord. We may trul; 
ff^e are brought very low ! Low i 
Serpents of the Duft arc crawl 
about us, and infulting over us 
fay, ff^e are all in the Belly of H 
/elf is feeding upon us? But 1 
O let us then moft penitently la; 
Low before the God of Heav( 
abafed us. When a truculent I\ 
Man^ was turned in upon the k 
in 1 Pet. 5. 6, Humble your fe he 5 
band' of God, How much mon 
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phemies^ tearing of his ever-blefled Name to 
pieces, they were to rend their Cbaths at what 
they heard. I am fure that we have caufe to 
rend our hearts this day^ when we fee what an 
high Treafon has been committed againft the 
moft High God, by the Witchcrafts in our 
Neighbourhood. We may (ay; and fhall we 
not be humbled when we fay it? IVe have feen 
an horrible thing done in our Land! O 'tis a moft 
humble thing to think, that ever there ftiould be 
fuch an Abomination among us, as for a Crew 
of Humane Race to Renounce their Maher^ and 
to unite with the Devil^ for the troubling of 
Mankind ; and for People to be (as is by fome 
confefT'd) Baptifcd by a Fiend ufing this Form 
upon them, Thou art mine^ and I have a full 
power over thee! afterwards communicating in 
an Hellifh Bread and fVine^ by that Fiend ad- 
miniftred to them. It was faid in Deut. l8. 
10, 11, 12. "There Jhall not be found among you an 
Inchanter^ or a Witch^ or a Charmer^ or a Con* 
filter with Familiar Spirits^ or a IVizzard^ or a 
Necromancer ; For all that do thefe things are an 
Abomination to the Lord^ and becaufe of thefe 
Abominations^ the Lord thy God doth drive them out 
before thee. That New England now fhould 
have thefe Abominations in it, yea, that fome of 
no mean Profejfton, fhould be found guilty of 
them: Alas, what Humiliations are we all hereby 



enough might eafily be faid for ( 
of this Country from the Singulan 
tcr, by ripping up what has beer 
others. Great Brittain alone, an 
our days of Greatejf Lights has 
which may divert the Calumnie 
tured World, from centring h< 
Words of the devout Bifhop Ha 
alency in this Jge is moft clear^ ih 
number of IVitches abounding in ai 
hundreds are difcavered in one Shin 
deceives us not^ in a Village of Fo 
the Norths are found fo many of this 
yea^ and thofe of both Sexes^ wki 
much Knowledge Holinefs and Devc 
into this damnable PraSlice. I fu 
tor in the firft of thofe Paflage 
what happened in the year 1645, 
Vaflals of the Devil were detei 
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knowledged; one was, That they were to un- 
dergo certain Punifhments, if they did not fuch 
and fuch Hurts as were appointed them. And, 
amongft the reft that were then Executed, there 
was an old Perfon called Law/s^ who confefled. 
That he had a couple of Imps, whereof one was 
always putting him upon the doing of Mifchief. 
Once particularly, that Imp calling for his con- 
fent fo to do, went immediately and funk a 
Ship, then under Sail. I pray, let not New-Eng^ 
land become of an unfavoury and fulphurous 
Refentment in the Opinion of the World abroad, 
for the doleful things which are now fallen out 
among us, while there are fuch Hiftories of other 
places abroad in the World. Neverthelefe, I 
am fure that we, the People of New-England^ 
have caufe enough to humble our felves under 
our moft humbling Circumftances. We muft no 
more be haughty^ becaufe of the Lord's holy Moun^ 
tain among us. No, it becomes us rather to be 
humbled^ becaufe we have been fuch an Habitation 
of unholy Devils. 

II. Since the Devil is come down in great 
wrath upon us^ let not us in our great wrath 
againft one another provide a Lodging for him. 
It was a moft wholefome Caution, in Eph. 4. 26, 
27, Let not the Sun go down upon your wrath. 
Neither give place to the Devil. The Devil is 
come down to fee what garter he fliall find 



now gaining upon us, the Devil w 

to find fuch a convenient Lodg 

therein afford unto him. And 

the wrath which we have had 

other, has had more than a little 

the coming down of the Devil 

which now amazes us. Have i 

been Devils one unto another 

for Back-bitings, for Animofiti 

among other Caufes, perhaps, Go 

the Devils to be worrying, as 

among us. But it is high time 

Devilifm^ when the Devil himfelf 

us : And it is no time for us to b 

reviling one another, with a 

when the wrath of the Devil i 

The way for us to out-wit th 

Wiles with which he now vex 

for us to joyn as one Man in ot 
r_ .1^ _ j.-__n! — — J :/r,: . 
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after of EngU/h-men. {lis fe haijfent Les urn Us 
autreSy ^ font en Divijion continuelleJ] Thy hate 
one another^ and are always barrelling one with 
another. And I fhall be much more afhamed, 
if it become the Charafter of New-Englanders ; 
which is indeed what the Devil would have. 
Satan would make us bruife one another, by 
breaking of the Peace among us : But O let us 
difappoint them. We read of a thing that 
(bmetimes happens to the Devil^ when he is 
foaming with his wraths in Matth, 12. 43. The 
unclean Spirit feeks reji, and finds none. But we 
give reft unto the Dm/, by wrath one against 
another. If we would lay afide all fiercenefs 
and keenefe, in the Di(putes which the Devil 
has raifed among us ; and if we would ufe to one 
another none but the foft Anjwers^ which turn 
away wrath ; I fhould hope that we might light 
upon fuch Counfels, as would quickly extricate 
us out of our 'Labyrinths, But the old Incen- 
diary of the World is come from Hell, with 
Sparks of Hell-Fire flafhing on every fide of 
him ; and we make ourfelves Tynder to the 
Sparks. When the Emperor Henry III. kept 
the Feaft oi Pentecoft, at the City of Mentz, there 
arofe a Diflenfion among fome of the People 
there, which came from fVords to Blows^ and at 
laft it parted on to the Jhedding of Blood. After 
the Tumult was over, when they came to that 



Glorious for the Exterminating of 
Things^ which have hitherto been 
our Profperity. But if wc make 
relfome, through any Raging Cori 
Lord^ my flejh trembles for fear 
am afraid of thy Judgments. En 
other Hiftorians, tells us, that at a ' 
many^ a Witch, or Devil, appeared i 
Chimney^ threatening to fet the To 
And at length, fcattering a Pot of . 
the Town was prefently and horril 
the Ground. Methinks I fee the J 
the top of the Chimneys to the North 
ening to fcatter Fire about the Cou 
us quench that Fire by the mod Ai 
refpondencies ; left, as the Speftre: 
fay, already moft literally burnt 
Dwellings^ there do come forth a 
from the Brambles of Hell, which 
Devour us. Let us not be like a Tr 

altho we nrP /n murh ly^*f**^^ 1.-. ■»'-- 
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ones. Hiftory informs us, That Co long ago as 
the year 858: a certain Peftilent and Malignant 
fort of a Damon^ molefted Chaumont in Germany^ 
with all forts of Methods to ftir up ftrife among 
the Citizens. He uttered Prophecies, he de- 
tefted Villanies, he branded People with all 
kind of Infamies. He incenfed the Neighbour- 
hood againft One Man particularly, as the Caufe 
of all the Mijchiefs ; who yet proved himfelf in^ 
nocent. He threw Stones at the Inhabitants^ and 
at length burnt their Habitations, till the Com- 
miffion of the Damon could go no further. I 
(ay, let us be well aware left fuch Daemons do 
come hither alfo, 

ni. Inafmuch as the Devil is come down in 
great Wrath^ we had need labour with all the 
care and^fpeed we can, to divert the great M^'rath 
of Heaven from coming at the fame time upon 
us. The God of Heaven has with long and 
loud Admonitions been calling us to a Refor- 
mation of our provoking Evils^ as the only way 
to avoid that Hrath of his, which does not only 
threaten^ but confume us. 'Tis becaufe we have 
been Deaf to thofe Calls that we are now by a 
provoked God laid open to the Wrath of the 
Devil himfelf. It is faid in Vrov. 16. 7. When a 
mans ways pleafe the Lord^ he maketh even his 
Enemies to be at peace with him. The Devil is 



us no peace^ we may be lure ou 
pleafed tke Lord. It is becaufe 
the Hedge of God's Precepts^ that 
God's Providence is not fo entire 
about us; but Serpents are bitii 
us then fee our felves, to make 
our God, whom we have difpU 
iquities: And let us not imagi 
encounter the IVrath of the Dt 
is the tf?ath of God Jlmighty to 
upon us. REFORMATION 
TION, has been the repeated 
Judgments that have hitherto 
becaufe we have been as deaf A 
the Adders of the Infernal Pit 
about us. At length, as it v 
Luke 60. 1 3. If one went unto thi 
they will repent; even fo, there 
unto us from the damned. Th 
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IVhat could I have done more? And yet after 
all, he has done more, in fome regards, than 
was ever done for the awakening of any Peo- 
ple in the World. The things now done to 
awaken our Enquiries after our provoking Evils, 
and our Endeavours to reform thofe Evils, are 
moft extraordinary things; for which caufe I 
would freely fpeak it, if we now do not fome 
extraordinary things in fpeedily returning to 
God, we are the moft incurable; and I^wifti it 
be not quickly faid, the moft miferable People 
under the Sun. Believe me, 'tis a time for all 
People to do fomething extraordinary^ in fearch- 
ing and trying of tkeir ways^ and in turning to the 
Lord. It is an extraordinary rate of circumfpec- 
tio?i, and Spiritual mindednefs^ that we ftiould all 
now maintain a walk with God. At fuch a time 
as this, ought not Magistrates to do fomething 
extraordinary in promoting of what is laudable, 
and in reftraining and chaftifing of Evil doers? 
At fuch a time as this, ought not Minijlers to do 
fomething extraordinary in pulling the Souls of 
Men out of the Snares of the Devil, not only 
by publick Preachings but by perfonal Vifits 
and Counfels, from houfe to houfe. At fuch a 
time as this ought not Churches to do fomething 
extraordinary in renewing of their Covenants, 
and in remembring and reviving the Obliga- 
tions of what they have renewed. Some admi- 



ous Agreements ot tne jujttces 
in the Kingdom, aflifted by g 
and Informers, to execute the ] 
phane Offenders ; there has been 
fal for the well affefted People 
to enter into orderly Societies 
Member fliall bind himfelf, no 
Prophanenefs, in himfelf, but alf< 
their Place, to do their utmoji in 
and if it muft be fo, then Expo/ 
iflting^ as the Law direAs, for < 
be guilty. It has been obferve 
lifli Nation has had fome of iti 
upon fome fpecial and fignal A 
and a difcouragement given unto 
ings of this kind, muft needs b( 
to the IVife that obferve thefe thin 
Jhould not New-England be the n 
of the Englifli Nation infuch Rcj 
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Churches ; but I pray what comes of them ? Do 
we ftay till the ftorm of his Wrath be over? 
Nay, let us be doing what we can, as faft as we 
can to divert the ftorm. The Devils having 
broke in upon our fforld^ there is great afking, 
ff^ho is it thai has brought them in ? And many 
do by SpeSfral Exhibitions come to be cryed out 
upon. I hope in Gods time it will be founds 
that among thofe that are thus cryed out upon^ 
there are Perfons yet clear from the great Tranf- 
grejjion ; but indeed, all the Unreformed among 
us, may juftly be cryed out upon^ as having too 
much of an hand in letting of the Devils into 
our Borders; 'tis our JVorldlineJs^ our Formality^ 
our Senfuality^ and our Iniquity^ that has helped 
this letting of the Devils in. O let us then at 
laft, conftder our ways. 'Tis a ft range paflage re- 
corded by Mr. Claris in the life of his Father, 
That the people of his Parifli refufing to be Re- 
claimed from their Sabbath-breakings by all the 
Zealous Teftimonies which that good Man bore 
againft it; at laft, on a Night after the People 
had retired home from a Revelling prophana- 
tion of the Lord's Day, there was heard a great 
Noife, with ratling of Chains up and down the 
Town, and an horrid Scent of Brimftone fiird 
the Neighbourhood. Upon which the guilty Con- 
fciences of the Wretches told them, the Devil 
was come to fetch them away ; and it fo terri- 



ftone even without a Metaphoi 
hellifh and horrid ftench in our 
leave off all thofe things wh( 
Confciences may now accufe you, 
do yet more dtrefully fall upon 
tion is at this time our only pre! 

HAVING thus difcourPd 
the Inviftble ff'orU, I (hall 
help, go on to relate fome 1 
Memorable Inftances of Won 
World has given to our /elves. 
chief Entertainment which my 
pe<ft, and (hall receive, will be a 
what has occurred, refpefting 
wherewith we are at this day / 
(hall choofe to Uftier in the n 
things, with. 



INVISIBLE WORLD. 415 

A Narrative of an APPARITION which a 
Gentleman in Bofton, had of his Brother^ 
just then Murthered in London. 

IT was on the id of May, in the year 1687, 
that a moft ingenious accomplifhed and 
well di(pofed Gentleman, Mr. Jofcph Beacon by 
Name, about five a Clock in the Morning, as 
he lay, whether Sleeping or Waking he could 
not fay, (but judged the latter of them) had a 
View of his Brother then at London, altho he 
was now himfelf at our Bojlon, diftanced from 
him a T^houfand Leagues. This his Brother ap- 
peared unto him in the Morning about five a 
Clock at Bofton, having on him a Bengal Gown, 
which he ufually wore, with a Napkin tyed 
about his Head ; his Countenance was very Pale, 
Gaftly, Deadly: and he had a Bloody H^ound 
on one fide of his Forehead. Brother ! fays the 
affrighted Jofeph. Brother, anfwered the Appa- 
rition. Said Jofeph, fVhai's the matter Brother? 
How came you here? The Apparition replied, 
Brother, I have been moft barbaroufly and injuri- 
oufly Butchered, by a Debauched, drunken Fellow, 
to whom I never did any wrong in my Life. 
Whereupon he gave a particular defcription 
of the Murderer; adding. Brother, this Fellow 
changing his Name, is attempting to come over unto 



he vanifhed. Mr. Beacon was 
iflied at what he had feen and 
people of the Family not only • 
traordinary Alteration upon hir 
following, but have alfo given 
hands a full Teftimony, that he 
an Account of this Apparition. 

All this while, Mr. Beacon ha 
any thing amifs attending his 
England; but about the latter < 
lowing, he underftood by the 
of Communication, that the - 
Brother, going in hafte by Night 
for a Lady, met a Fellow then 
his Doxy in his Hand : Some i 
Fellow thought himfelf Affronte 
paflage of this Beacon^ and imm 
the Firefide of a Neighbourin 
whence he fetched out a Fire-foi 
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five of the Clock in the Morning at London. 
The Murderer it feems was endeavouring to 
Efcape, as the Apparitoin affirmed, but the 
Friends of the Deceafed Beacon^ Seized him; 
and profecuting him at Law, he found the help 
of fuch Friends as brought him off without the 
lofs of his Life ; fince which there has no more 
been heard of the Bufinefs. 

This Hiftory I received of Mr. Jofeph Beacon 
himfelf, who a little before his own pious and 
hopeful Death, which followed not long after, 
gave me the Story written and figned with his 
own Hand, and attefted with the Circumftan- 
ces I have already mentioned. 

BUT I (hall no longer detain my Reader 
from his expefted Entertainment, in a 
brief Account of the Tryals which have pafled 
upon fome of the Malefaftors lately Executed 
at Salem^ for the IVitchcrafts whereof they ftood 
Conviifted. For my own part, I was not pret 
ent at any of them ; nor ever had I any Perfonal 
prejudice at the Perfons thus brought upon the 
Stage ; much lefs at the furviving Relations of 
thofe Perfons, with and for whom I would be 
as hearty a Mourner as any Man living in the 
World: The Lord Comfort them! But having 
received a particular Command fo to do, I can 
do no other than (hortly relate the Chief AT^/Z^rj 

27 



my Book would not thereby ha 
big; and if fome other worthy 
perhaps intend (bmething furthe 
lefiians ; for which caufe I have c 
Four or Five, which may ferve t 
way of Dealing, wherein iVitcbc 
concerned ; and I report matters 
cate^ but as an Hijiorian. 

They were fome of the Graci 
ferted in the Advice, which man) 
bouring Minifters did this Sumn 
before our Honourable Judges, 
with all tbankfulnefs^ acknowledge i 
the Merciful God has given unto ti 
jiffiduous endeavours of our Honou 
dete5f the abominable IVitchcrafts t 
committed in the Country ; humbly t 
difcovery of tkefe myjierious and m. 
ednejes, may be perfected. If in t 
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Glorified; ami pray that no wrong fteps of ours 
may ever fully any of his Glorious Works. 
But we will begin with 

J Modern Injiance of Witches^ Difcovered and 
Condemned in a Tryal^ before that Celebrated 
Judg, Sir Matthew Hale. 

IT may caft fome Light upon the Dark things 
now in America^ if we juft give a glance 
upon the like things lately happening in 'Europe. 
We may fee the IVitchcrafts here moft exaftly 
refemble the ff^l'tchcrafts there; and we may 
learn what fort of Devils do trouble the World. 

The Venerable Baxter very truly fays, Judge 
Hale was a Perfon^ than whom no man was more 
Backward to condemn a fVitch^ without full Evi" 
dence. 

Now, one of the lateft Printed Accounts 
about a Tryal of IVitches^ is of what was before 
him, and it ran on this wife. [Printed in the 
Year 1682.] And it is here the rather men- 
tioned, becaufe it was a Tryal, much confidered 
by the Judges of New-England, 

I. Rofe Cullender and Jmy Duny^ were fever- 
ally Indided, for Bewitching Elizabeth Durenty 
Jnn Durenty Jane Boding^ Sujan Chandlery WiU 
Ham Durenty Elizabeth and Deborah Pacyy and 
the Evidence whereon they were Convifted, 
flood upon divers particular Circumftances. 



iiiiuns, not only tnen, but alio < 
Aflizes. IVilliam Durent bein 
Mother fwore, That Jmy Du 
her Child one Day in her ab 
return confefe, that (he had gi 
Child : (tho* (he were an Old V 
at, when Durent expre(red her 
went away with Di(contents an 
The Night after, the Child 
and fad Fits, wherein it conti 
Weeks. One Dr. Jacob advi 
up the Childs Blanket in the 
all Day, and at Night when l 
the Child into it, if (he found 
then to through it without fea 
Accordingly at Night, there fe 
out of the Blanket, which ran i 
Hearth. A boy catch't it, anc 
Fire with the Tongs, where it r 
Noife and fla(h'd like to Gun- 
report like that of a Piftol : 
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Fire, and the Deponent going to her Houfe, 
found her in fuch a Condition. Duny told her, 
(he might thank her for it ; but fhe (hould live 
to fee fome of her Children Dead, and herfelf 
upon Crutches. But after the Burning of the 
Toad, this Child recovered. 

This Deponent further teftified, that her 
Daughter Elizabeth^ being about the Age of ten 
Years, was taken in like manner as her firft Child 
was, and in her Fits complained much of Jmy 
Duny^ and faid that fhe did appear to her, and 
afflidt her in fuch manner as the former. One 
day (he found Jmy Duny in her Houfe, and 
thrufting her out of Doors, Duny faid, Tou need 
not be fo angry ^ your Child won't live long. And 
within three days the Child died. The Depo- 
nent added, that (he herfelf, not long after was 
taken with fuch a Lamenefs in both her Legs, 
that (he was forced to go upon Crutches, and 
(he was now in Court upon them. [It was Re- 
markable, that immediately upon the Juries 
bringing in Duny Guilty, Durent was reftored 
unto to the ufe of her Limbs, and went home 
without her Crutches.] 

in. As for Elizabeth and Deborah Pacy^ one 
Aged Eleven Years, the other Nine; the elder 
being in Court, was made utterly fenfele(s, dur- 
ing all the time of the Trial, or at leaft fpeech- 
lefs, by the diredlion of the Judge, Duny was 



Samuel Pacy^ their Father, 
Daughter Deborah was take 
Lamenefs ; and upon the g 
Duny^ for being denied fom< 
Child was then fitting, the 
with an extream pain in her 
pricking of Pins; and fhriek 
manner, like a Whelp, rathe 
Creature. The Phyficians co 
the caufe of the Diftemper, I 
ing a Woman of ill Frame, 
Fits crying out of Jmy Duny^ 
with the Apparition of her 
nent fulpefted her, and proci 
in the Stocks. While (he \ 
in the hearing of two Witneff 
a greai Jiir about his Ckildy bui 
has done as much by his Childi 
by mine. And being afked v 
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Without the help of a Tap. And that the Chil- 
dren cry'd out of Jmy Duny^ and of Rofe Cul" 
lender^ as afflifting them with her Apparition. 

IV. The Fits of the Children were various. 
They would fometimes be Lame on one fide, 
fometimes on t'other. Sometimes very fore, 
fometimes reftored unto their Limbs, and then 
Deaf, or Blind, or Dumb, for a long while to- 
gether. Upon the Recovery of their Speech, 
they would Cough extreamly, and with much 
Flegm, they would bring up crooked pins, and 
at one time, a Two-penny Nail, with a very 
broad Head. Commonly at the end of every 
Fit, they would caft up a Pin. When the 
Children Read, they could not pronounce the 
Name of Lord^ or ytfus, or Chriji^ but would 
fall into Fits ; and fay. Amy Duny fays^ I muft 
not ufe that Name. When they came to the 
Name of Satan or Devil, they would clap their 
Fingers upon the Book, crying out. This bites, 
but it makes me /peak right well! The Children 
in their Fits would often Cry out. There Jiands 
Amy Duny, or Rofe Cullender ; and they would 
afterwards relate. That thefe IVitches appearing 
before them, threatned them, that if they told of 
what they faw or heard, they would Torment them 
more than ever they did before, 

V. Margaret Arnold, the Sifter to Mr. ?acy, 
Teftifi'd unto the like Sufferings being upon 



the I' ire, wnere ic icrcccucu v^ut i 
another time, a thing like a I 
Face of the younger Child, the 
a Fit, and at laft Vomited up a ^ 
with a broad Head; affirming 
brought this Nail^ and forced it 
The Child would in like manr 
with Flies, which brought croc 
her, and made her firft fwallow 
Vomit them. She one day cauj 
Moufe, and throwing it into th 
like to Gun-Powder. None b< 
(aw the Moufe, but every one 
She alfo declared out of her Fit 
Jmy Duny much tempted her to 
VI. As for Jnn Durent^ her 
That upon a Difcontent of Ri 
Daughter was taken with muc 
Stomach, and great and fore 
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lender looked upon her, fhe fell into fuch Fits, 
as made her utterly unable to declare any thing. 
jinn Baldwin depofed the fame. 

VII. Jane Bockin^ who was too weak to be 
at the Aflizes, but her Mother Teftified, that 
her Daughter having formerly been Afflidled 
with Swooning Fits, and Recovered of them, was 
now taken with a great pain in her Stomach, 
and New Swooning Fits. That fhe took little 
Food, but every day Vomited Crooked Pins. In 
her firfl Fits, fhe would extend her Arms, and 
ufe poflures as if fhe catched at fomething: and 
when her Clutched Hands were forced open, 
they would find feveral pins diverfely Crooked, 
unaccountably lodged there. She would alfo 
maintain a Difcourfe with fome that were in- 
vifibly prefent, when cafling abroad her Arms, 
fhe would often fay, / will not have it! but at 
lafl fay, ^hen I will have it! and clofing her 
hand, which when they prefently after opened, 
a Lath Nail was found in it. But her great 
Complaints were of being vifited by the fhapes 
oi Amy Duny^ and Rofe Cullender. 

VIII. As for Su/an Chandler^ her Mother 
Teflified, That being at the Search of Rofe Cul' 
lender^ they found on her Belly a thing like a 
Teat, of an Inch long; which the faid Rofe 
afcribed to a flrain. But near her privy parts 
they found three more, that were fmaller than 



very fick, and at night cry'd ot 
lender would come to Bed unto 
grew violent, and in the Inter 
declared, That Jhe faw Rofe C 
and once having a great Dog w 
Vomited up crooked Pins ; ai 
brought into Court, fhc fell in 
covered her felf in fome time, 
the Court, whether fhe was i; 
take an Oath, and give Evider 
could, tut having been Sworn 
Fits again, and Burn her! Burn 
words that fhe could find J 
Her Father likewife gave the 
with her Mother, as to all but 
IX. Here was the fum o 
which was not thought fufficic 
Prifoners. For admitting th 
Bewitched, yet, faid he, it can 
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ent, gave his Opinion, that thefe Perfons were 
bewitched. He added, that in Denmark^ there 
had been lately a great difcovery of Witches; 
who ufed the very fame way of afflifting people, 
by conveying Pins and Nails into them. His 
opinion was, that the Devil in Witchcrafts, did 
work upon the Bodys of Men and Women, 
upon a Natural Foundation ; and that he did Ex- 
traordinarily afflia them, with fuch Diftempers 
as their Bodies were mod fubjeft unto. 

X. The Experiment about the Ufefulnefs^ yea, 
or Lawfulnefs whereof Good Men have fome- 
times di(puted, was divers Times made, that 
though the afflifted were utterly deprived of all 
fenfe in their Fits, yet upon the Touch of the 
accufed, they would fo (creech out, and fly up, 
as not upon any other Perfons. And yet it was 
alfo found that once upon the touch of an in- 
nocent perfon, the like effeft followed, which 
put the whole Court unto a (land ! although a 
fmall Reafon was at length attempted to be 
given for it. 

XI. However, to ftrengthen the Credit of 
what had been already produced againft the 
Prifoners, one John Soam teftifi'd, that bringing 
home his Hay in Three Carts, one of the Carts 
wrenched the Window of Rofe Cullenders Houfe, 
whereupon fhe flew out, with violent Threat- 
nings againft the Deponent. The other two 
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could not poflibly get it thro', 
to cut down the Poft of the G: 
Cart pafs thro', altho' they coi 
that the Cart did of either fide 
Poft. They afterwards did w 
culty get it home to the Yard; 1 
their Lives get the Cart near 
they fhould unload. They wei 
at a great Diftance ; and when i 
the Nofes of them that came 
would burft forth a Bleeding; i 
to give over till next morning 
unloaded without any difficulty. 
XII. Robert Sherringham al( 
the Axle Tree of his Cart, happ 
to break fome part of Roje Cull 
her Anger, at it, fhe vehementl 
His Horfes Jhould fufer for it. 



INVISIBLE WORLD. 



429 



no Art could hinder the Swarming of them, till 
he burnt up two Suits of Apparel. 

XIII. As for Jmy Duny, 'twas Teftifi'd by 
one Richard Spencer that he heard her fay, T^hat 
the Devil would not let her Rejl^ until /he were Re- 
vefiged on the IVife of Cornelius Sandfwel. And 
that Sandfwel teftifi'd that her Poultry dy'd fud- 
dainly, upon Jmy Dunys threatning of them; 
and that her Hufbands Chimney fell, quickly 
after Duny had fpoken of fuch a difafter. And 
a Firkin of Fifh could not be kept from falling 
into the Water, upon fufpicious words of Dunys. 

XIV. The Judge told the Jury, they were 
to inquire now, firft. Whether thefe Children 
were Bewitched; and fecondly, Whether the 
Prifoners at the Bar were guilty of it. He 
made no doubt, there were fuch Creatures as 
Witches; for the Scriptures affirmed it; and 
tlie Wifdom of all Nations had provided Laws 
againft fuch Perfons. He prayed the God of 
Heaven to direft their Hearts in the weighty 
thing they had in hand ; for To condemn the In- 
nocenty and let the Guilty go free^ were both an 
Abomination to the Lord, 

The Jury in half an hour brought them in 
Guilty upon the feveral Indidlments, which 
were Nineteen in Number. 

The next Morning, the Children with their 
Parents, came to the Lodgings of the Lord 



Dy iiicm, WHO \^oniiucr ana jlo 
ment of a Judicious Writer, Th 
able Si'n^ is moji ufually Committei 
the Cbriftian Religion^ Jailing into 
We will now proceed unto (5 
Trials among our felves. 

Note. — See Calef (pp. 278 to 319 of th 
felted the Account of the trials in the (ame w< 
prefixing alfo copies of the indidkments. 
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Having thus far done the Service impofd upon 
me ; I will further purfue it^ by relating a few of 
thofe matchlefs Curioftties^ with which the H^itch- 
craft now upon us has entertained us. And I 
/hall Report nothing but with good Authority and 
what I would invite all my Readers to examine^ 
while 'tis yet frefh and new^ that if there be found 
any miflahe^ it may be as willingly Re trailed^ as 
it was unwillingly committed. 

Tihejirfl Curioftty. 

I. 'Tis very Remarkable to fee what impious 
and impudent Imitation of Divine Things, is 
apifhly affedled by the Devil, in feveral of thofe 
Matters, whereof the Confeflions of our IVitches^ 
and the Afflidlions of our Sufferers have in- 
formed us. 

That Reverend and Excellent Perfon, Mr. 
John Higginfon^ in my Converfation with him, 
once invited me to this Refleftion ; that the /»- 
dians which come from far to (ettle about Mex* 
ico^ were in their Progrefs to that Settlement, 
under a Condud of the Devil^ were ftrangely 
Emulating what the Blefled God gave to Ifrael 
in the Wildernefs. 

Jcofta^ is our Author for it, that the Devil in 
their Idol ritzlipultzli^ governed that mighty 



Idol wttb tbem^ in a K^oj/cr uj xw. 

four of their Principal Priefis^ u 

difcourfed in fecreU revealing to ti 
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his Commandment they moved not. 

they didy wherever they came^ wa 
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arrived^ this Devil in one Nig, 

them that had ft ar ted this Talk, I 
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The Devil which then thi 

was in the Church of the 0/ 

among us would imitate th 
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But there are many more of thefe Bloody Iw- 
itationsy if the Confeflions of the IVitches are to 
be received ; which I confefs, ought to be but 
with very much Caution. 

What is their ftriking down with a fierce 
Look? What is their making of the Afflifted 
Rife^ with a touch of their Hand? What is 
their Tran(portation through the Jir? What 
is their Travelling in Spirit^ while their Body 
is caft into a Trance ? What is their caufing 
of Cdtiel to run mad and perifh ? What is their 
Entring their Names in a Booh? What is their 
coming together from all parts, at the Sound of 
a Trumpet ? What is their appearing fometimes 
clothed with Light or Fire upon them? What 
is their covering of themfelves and their Inftru- 
ments with Invijibility? But a blafphemous 
Imitation of certain things recorded about our 
Saviour or his Prophets, or the Saints in the 
Kingdom of God. 

J Second Curioftty. 

II. In all the Witchcraft which now griev- 
oufly Vexes us, I know not whether any thing 
be more unaccountably, than the Trick which 
the Witches have to render themfelves, and 
their Tools Invifihle. Witchcraft feems to be 
the Skill of Applying the Plajiic Spirit of the 
28 



way, how a Man may come U 
vifible, and I can tell the Nam 
cient Author, who pretends 
way. But I will not fpeak t 
fhould unawares Poifon fomc ( 
the Pious Hemingius did one of 
he only by way of Diverfion 
which, they had (aid, would ci 
much I will fay ; The notion 
vifibility^ by any Natural Expei 
is, I believe, a meer PLINYI 
may be obtained by a Magical 
known to the dangerous Knav 
it. But our fVitches do feem 
knack ; and this is one of the ' 
me think, I^Vitchcraft will no 
flood, until the day when ther 
Witch in the World. 

There are certain People 
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her with a Spindle; tho no body elfe in the 
Room, could fee either the Spe^re or the Spiti" 
die. At laft, in her Miferies, giving a fnatch 
at the SpeHrey fhe pull'd the Spindle away, and 
it was no fooner got into her Hand, but the 
other People then prefent, beheld, that it was 
indeed a real, proper, Iron Spindle ^ belonging 
they knew to whom ; which when they lock'd 
up very fafe, it was neverthelefs by Damons un- 
accountably ftole away, to do further mifchief. 

Secondly, Another of our Bewitch'd People, 
was haunted with a mod abufive Spelfre^ which 
came to her, fhe faid, with a Sheet about her. 
After fhe had undergone a deal of Teaze, from 
the Annoyance of the SpeHre^ fhe gave a violent 
fnatch at the Sheet, that was upon it; wherc- 
from fhe tore a Corner, which in her hand im- 
mediately became Vifible to a Room full of 
Speftators ; a palpable Corner of a Sheet. Her 
Father, who was now holding her, catch'd that he 
might keep what his Daughter had fo flrangely 
feifed, but the unfeen SpeSfre had like to have 
pull'd his hand off, by endeavouring to wrefl it 
from him; however he flill held it, and I fup- 
pofe has it flill to fhew; it being but a few 
hours ago, namely about the beginning of this 
O^oher^ that this Accident happened in the 
Family of one Pitman, at Manchefter. 

Thirdly, A young Man, delaying to procure 



tne norns oi lumc v^cru/j, ucic^i 
People, which tho he had feife 
their Debts, yet he was willing to 
Poflcflion, for the Subfiftence of 
ily: this young Man help'd ii 
Cows to be thus branded. The 
he held well enough ; but when 
was clap'd upon the Fourth, he Wi 
at fuch a Rate, as that he could 
no longer. Being afterwards E 
it, he confefled, that at that ver 
the Brand entred the Caws Ho 
like burning Brand was clap'd 
Thigh ; where he has expofed th 
of it, unto fuch as afked to fee th 

Unriddle thefe Things. E, 

nus Apollo. 

JT^hird Curiofity. 
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thofe of a moft worthy Perfon, who lives near 
the prefent Center of these things. T^he Mind 
of God in thefe Matters^ is to be carefully lookt 
into^ with due Circumfpe£fion^ that Satan deceive 
us not with his Devices^ who transforms himfelf 
into an Jngel of Lights and may pretend Juftice^ 
and yet intend Mifchief But on the other- fide, 
if the ftorm of Juflicc do now fall only on the 
Heads of thofe guilty JVitchcs and IVr etches 
which have defiled our Land, How Happy ! 

The Execution of fome that have lately dyed, 
has been immediately attended, with a flirange 
Deliverance of fome, that had lain for many 
years, in a moft: fad Condition, under, they knew 
not whofe evil hands. As I am abundantly 
(atisfied. That many of the Self-Murders com» 
mitted here, have been the eflfedls of a cruel and 
bloody fVitrhcraft, letting fly Daemons upon the 
miferable Seneca's; thus, it has been admirable 
unto me to fee, how a devilifti fVitchcraft^ fend- 
ing Devils upon them, has driven many poor 
People to Defpair^ and perfecuted their Minds, 
with fuch buzzes of Jtheifm and Blafphemy^ as 
has made them run diftraffed with Terrors: And 
fome long bow'd down under fuch a Spirit of In- 
firmity^ have been marvelloufly recovered upon 
the Death of the Witches. 

One PVhetford particularly ten years ago, 
challenging of Bridget Bifhop (whofe Trial you 



At laft they puU'd her out, and ( 
the Sea-fide, there to drown her ; 
upon God, they left her, tho n 
preflions of their Fury. From 
this poor fVketford was utterly j 
a tempted^ fnnvardy crazed fort 
Vexation to her /elf^ and all : 
many ways unreafonable. In 
fhc lay, till thofe iVomen were 
the Juthority ; then fhe began to 
their Execution^ was prejently and 
ered^ from the ten years Madnefi 
upon her. 

j1 Fourth Curiojity 

IV. 'Tis a thoufand pities, 
permit our Eyes to be fo Blooi 
/tons, as to lofe the fight of r 
things, wherein the PViJdom and 
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Jidered. And, among many Inftances of this 
kind^ I will fingle out one, which concerned a 
poor Man^ lately preft unto Deaths becaufe of 
his refujing to Plead for his Life. I fhall make 
an Extracft of a Letter, which was written to 
my Honourable Friend, Samuel Sewal^ Efq ; by 
Mr. Putnam, to this purpofe ; 

"rnr^HE laft Night my Daughter Ann was griev- 
" X oufly tormented by Witches, threatning 
*' that we /hould be Prejfed to Death, before Giles 
** Qory. But through the Goodnefs of a Gra- 
"cious God, fhe had at laft a little Refpite: 
" Whereupon there appeared unto her (fhe faid) 
"a Man in a Winding fheet, who told her, that 
^^ Giles Cory had Murdered him by Prejftng him 
"to Death with his Feet; but that the Devil 
" there appeared unto him, and Covenanted with 
"him, and promifd him, He /hould not be 
^^ Hanged. The Apparition faid, God hardned 
" his Heart, that he fhould not hearken to the 
"Advice of the Court, and fo die an eafic 
" Death ; becaufe as it faid. It muft he done to 
" him as he has done to me. The Apparition alfo 
"faid, that Giles Cory was carried to the Court 
" for this, and that the Jury had found the Mur- 
" ther, and that her Father knew the Man, and 
" the thing was done before fhe was Born. Now 
" Sir, this is not a little ftrange to us, that no 



J. trtia <t^u, \Jiici K^uiy KCUL h J 

"that was almoft a Natural I 
" died Suddenly : A Jury was 
"him, among whom was Dr 
"r(?/; who found the Man 1 
" and having dodders of Blooc 
" The Jury, whereof feveral are 
" in the Man Murdered ; but aj 
" ment had hindered the Profec 
" ter, the Court proceeded not 
" tho it coft him a great deal 
"off. Thus the Story. 

THE Reverend and IVorthy 
the DireEfion of his Excellt 
fofar obliged the Publick, as to 
of the Sufferings brought upo\ 
Witchcraft; and of the T^ryals 
upon feveral Executed for the fat 
Upon perufal whereof we fih 
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BUT is New England the only Chriftian 
Country, that hath undergone fuch Diabol- 
ical Moleftations ? No, there are other good 
People, that have in this way been harrafled ; but 
none in Circumftances more like to Ours^ than 
the People of God in Sweedland. The Story is 
a very famous one, and it comes to (peak Eng- 
lijh by die acute Pen of the Excellent and Re- 
nowned Dr. Horneck. I fhall only fingle out 
a few of the more Memorable Paflages therein 
occurring; and where it agrees with what hap- 
pened among our felves, my Reader fhall un- 
derftand, by my inferting a word of every fuch 
thing in JJlack Ittltv. 

I. It was in the Year i66g, and 1670. That 
at Mobra, in Sweedland, the iDeoil0y by the help 
of lUitcl)e0, committed a moft horrible Outrage. 
Among other Inftances of Hellifh l^yranny 
there exercifed. One was, that Hundreds of 
their Children were ufually in the Night fetched 
from their Lodgings, to a Diabolical Rendez- 
vouz, at a place they call'd Blockula, where the 
Monfters that fo (pirited them, tempted them 
all manner of ways to 3l00ocmte with them. 
Yea, fuch were the perilous growth of this 
H^itchcraft, that Perfons of Quality began to 
fend their Children into other Countries to 
avoid it. 



liver'd upon the Execution of th 
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fering Cljilbrcn were firft Examii 
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their JDcdaratiouB all a^rttb. " 
cuPd in thefe Declarations, w 
ined ; and though at firft they c 
yet at length many of them ii 
Usstb the Truth of what the 
owning, with Tears, that the ID 
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being now gone from them, they 
(JTonccal the Bufmefs. The thir 
knoiulebgcb, moft wonderfully a| 
other Witches in other Places h 

IV. They confefled, That t 
(JTall upon tijc ©eoil, who thereuj 
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only took away her Streiigtl), leaving her Bobjj 
on the Ground; but fhe went at other times 
in Bobj) too. 

V. Their manner was to come into the €ljam^ 
bcr0 of People, and fetch away their Children 
upon Beads of the DeviTs providing; promis- 
ing fine €lotl)C0 and other fine Things unto 
them, to invcagic tliem. They faid, they never 
had power to do thus, till of late; but now the 
Devil did |)lague and Bmt them, if they did not 
gratifie him in this piece of Mifchief. They 
faid, they made ufe of all forts of jfttBtrnmcnta 
in their Journeys! Of iHtii, of J3mst0, of 
JJoBtn ; the Men they commonly laid afleep at 
the Place whereto they rode them, and if the 
Children mentioned the Namc0 of them that 
ftole them away, they were miferably 0curgeb 
for it, until fome of them were killed. The 
jfubgc0 found the Marks of the Lafhes on fome 
of them; but the Witches faid, ijljej) ttioulb 
quickly i)ani0l). Moreover, the Children would 
be in ftrange jrit0, after they were brought home 
from thefe Tran(portations. 

VI. The fir0t tijing they faid they were to 
do at Blockula^ was to give themfelves unto 
the Devil, and l)oiu that they would ferve him. 
Hereupon they cut tijcir finger0, and with Blood 
writ their Name0 in his J3ook. And he alfo 
caufed them to be JJaptijcb by fuch |)m0t0 as 



horribly. They faid, that t 
them a great frightful crue 
them, If they conjejfed any th 
loofe that great Devil upon th 
that the Devil had a great 
when the Jnbge were coming, 
would hill them all ; and that t 
had attempted to murder the Ju 

VII. Some of the Children 
a white Jngel^ which did ul 
what the Devil bid them to dc 
that thefe doings would not I 
what had been done, was | 
Wickednefs of the People, 
would fomctimes Refcue the < 
ing in with the Witches. 

VIII. The Witches confeff 
done by them, declaring with ^ 
(l)antcb ffiools they did their 
thought efpecially to Kill the A 
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IX. The jfubgcB would fain have had them 
fhow'd foine of their Tricks ; but they unani- 
moufly declared, Thatjince they had confejfed alU 
they found all their Witchcraft gone ; and the 
Devil then appeared very terrible unto them, 
threatning with an Iron Fork to thruft them into a 
burning Pit, if they perfifted in their ConfeJJion. 

X. There were difcovered no lefs than three- 
fcore and ten Witches in one Village ; three and 
twenty of which freely confejjing their Crimes, 
were condemned to Die. The reft (one pre- 
tending flie was with Child) were fent to Fahlu- 
fja, where moft of them were afterwards exe- 
cuted. Fifteen Children, which confefled them- 
felves engaged in this Witchery, died as the 
reft; Six and thirty of them between Nine and 
Sixteen Years of Age, who had been lefe guilty, 
were forced to run the Gantlet, and be laftied 
on their Hands once a Week, for a Year to- 
gether. Twenty more, who had lefs inclination 
to thefe Infernal Enterprizes, were laftied with 
Rods upon their Hands for three Sundays to- 
gether, at the Church-door. The Number of 
the Seduced Children, was about Three Hun- 
dred. This Courfe, together with Weekly 
Prayers in all the Churches through the King- 
dom, ifliied in the deliverance of the Country. 

XI. The moft Accomplifti'd Dr. Horneck 
incerts a moft wife Caution in his Preface to 



at Stockholm^ in the Year 1676, 
own Mother of being a Witch 
itively, that fhe had carried '. 
Night; the poor Woman ^ 
it, profefling her Innocency t 
though fhe had been an ill V 
terwards prov'd, that fhe was 
for her Daughter came to t 
hideous Lamentations, confeff 
wronged her, out of a wicked fj 
whereupon the Judges gave 
ecution too. 

But fo much of thefe things. 
make thefe Labours of thy Sen 
thy People. 

FIJ^IS. 



APPENDIX. 

The following is a list of persons who lost their lives in the de- 
lusion of 169a, by the hand of the executioner, on Gallows Hill in 
Salem : — 

Rev. George Burroughs of Wells ; Wilmot Reed of Marble - 
head I Margaret Scot of Rowley 1 Susanna Martin of Amesburyi 
Elizabeth How of Ipswich ; Sarah Wildes and Mary Easty of 
Topsfield 1 Samuel Wardwcll, Martha Carrier, • and Mary Parker 
of Andoverj John Proctor, George Jacobs sen., John Willard, 
Sarah Good, Rebecca Nurse, and Martha Cory of Salem Village 1 
Ann Pudeater, Bridget Bishop, Alice Parker of Salem. 

Giles Cory, of Salem Farms, was pressed to death. 

The following persons were condemned to death, but did not 
suffer : — 

Abigail Faulkner, Mary Lacy, Ann Foster, f Mary Post, Sarah 
Wardwell, and Elizabeth Johnson of Andover 1 Dorcas Hoar, Bev- 
erly ; Mary Bradbury of Salisbury ; Rebecca Eames of Boxford ; 
Abigail Hobbs of Topsfield, and Elizabeth Proctor of Salem 
Farms. 

The following list contains the names of. all the persons who were 
accused of witchcraft, as far as we have been able to ascertain : — 

Salem, — Philip English, Mary English, Ann Pudeater, Mrs. 
White, Sarah Pease, Alice Parker, Thomas Hardy, Mary De 
Riels, Sarah Cole, Candy, a slave. 

SaUm Village and Salem Farms, — Daniel Andrews, George 
Jacobs sen., George Jacobs, Rebecca Jacobs, Margaret Jacobs, 
Bridget Bishop, Edward Bishop, John Buxton, Sarah Bishop, 
Mary Black (negress), George Burroughs, Goodwife Bibber, Sarah 
Cloycc, John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor, Rebecca Nourse, Mary 
Warren, Sarah Good, Tituba, John Indian, Martha Jacobs, John 

* Martha Carrier had four of her children with her in prison. 

f Ann Foster died in prison, and after her death, her son Abra- 
ham Foster was compelled to pay 2 pounds 10 shillings, to the 
keeper of the prison, to obtain her body. 



Cole, Widow Mary Oerrill, widow Mary R 
CbarUsiotvn, — Elizabeth Carey, Elizab 
Beverly. — Dorcas Hoar, Sarah Merrell 

Bulkley, Sarah Riste, Job Tukey, John W; 

Sarah Morey. 

fTobum, — Ann Seers, Bethiah Carter, I 
Reading, — Elizabeth Colsen, Lydia I 

Rice. 

Bof^ord. — Robert Eanies, Rebecca Ea 
Hat/frbiiL — Widow of Francis Hutchi 
Ro'wley. — Margaret Scot, Mary Post. 
MarAleUad. --y/'ife of Samuel Reed, V 
Boston. — Ca|>t. John Aldcn, Capt. Joh 
Billerica. — Mary Tootbaker, Margarc 

Jason Tootbaker, M. Andrews, Roger T< 
Maiden. — Elizabeth Fosdick. 
Chelmsford. — Martha Sparks. 
Gloucester, — Martha Prince, Mary C( 

gail Somes. 

Amesbury. — Susanna Martin. 
Salisbury, — Mary Bradbury. 
Ando^er. — Martha Carrier, Nehemi; 

Dane, Richard Carrier, Abigail Faulk 

Lacy, Samuel Ward well, Elizabeth Car 

Wilson, Sarah Wilson jun., Sarah Bridges 

n.o-rtoH Rtinice Frvc. Mary Marston, v 
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Children accused of Witchcraft, — John Laundry, aged ten years; 
Deborah Faulkner, ten years % Abigail Faulkner, eight years % Mary 
Lacy jun., fourteen years; Stephen Johnson, thirteen years; Abi- 
gail Johnson, eleven years; Sarah Carrier, eight years; Mary 
Bridges, twelve years ; Dorothy Good, five years. 

As the Court Records for 1692, have been lost, we do not know 
the place where Giles Cory was executed. We have been able to 
gather but very little in regard to the witchcraft delusion from aged 
persons, resident in what was once Salem Village. 

About forty years ago there lived within the bounds of that vil- 
lage, an aged man of nearly one hundred years, who would talk 
freely of the Indian Wars, but could be induced to say but little 
concerning witchcraft. He said it was a distressing and fearful 
subject to talk about. He however frequently expressed the belief, 
that the devil stole the church book from Mr. Parris, and had it in 
his possession during the whole of the summer of 1692, and that it 
was only after a severe struggle the church recovered it again. In 
1830 we examined these ancient records, and while copying a por- 
tion of them, could not but notice they were in a state of good 
preservation, considering in whose keeping they had been. In re- 
gard to the origin of Salem Witchcraft there have been many opin- 
ions. The one most common, and we think the most correct is, 
that it originated with children, through their love for sport and 
mischief. The testimony of Daniel Elliott, given in at the trial 
of Elizabeth Proctor was that she heard one of the accusing girls 
say, that she cried out against Goody Proctor for sport. *• The 
girls (she added) must have some sport.** She expressed without 
doubt the feeling of the whole circle of these youthful accusers. 
For a remarkable letter upon the detection of three children en- 
gaged in a supposed case of witchcraft in the year 1720, the reader 
is referred to the sixth page of the tenth volume of the second se- 
ries of Massachusetts Historical Collections. It should be noticed 
that all the pretended spiritual manifestations of any note that have 
ever occurred in this country, had their origin with children and 
young persons. 

We will conclude our notes by mentioning the assertion of 
Rev. Samuel Mather, son of Dr. Cotton Mather, made in the year 
1728, in respect to the first edition of ** More Wonders of the In- 
visible World." He says, (referring to Calef,) ** there was a certain 
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